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PRESS RELEASE
St. Mary Magdalen CYO Basketball Scores Big 

for Coaches vs. Cancer 
Media, PA.  St. Mary Magdalen’s CYO Basketball Teams recently hosted a “Coaches vs. Cancer” weekend and raised $4,250 to benefit the Philadelphia-area Coaches vs. Cancer Program.  In conjunction with the American Cancer Society and the National Association of Basketball Coaches, the local Coaches vs. Cancer program raises funds for cancer research, education, advocacy, and service.   

Phil Martelli, the Head Men’s Basketball Coach at St. Joseph’s University and a parishioner at St. Mary Magdalen, kicked-off St. Mary’s Coaches vs. Cancer weekend, January 29-31, by speaking before tip-off at Friday night’s games.  As an integral member of the Philadelphia Coaches vs. Cancer team, Martelli spoke of a letter he received, and which sits in his office, from a woman battling cancer who thanked him for his passionate involvement in raising funds for cancer research, which in so doing, has allowed her to win the fight against cancer and spend more time with her family.  His passion and stories motivated the CYO student athletes, their coaches, families, game referees, and the parish community to raise money and awareness in the fight against cancer.  

Fundraising activities included a school dress down day with almost one hundred percent student participation, and collection of donations at weekend basketball games and masses.  Eleven St. Mary Magdalen CYO basketball teams competed at home over the course of the weekend.  During these games, CYO players collected donations from spectators; organized “half-court shot” contests; and showed a genuine enthusiasm for their stewardship.  Opponents of St. Mary’s teams participated in fundraising efforts, as well, and referees donated their game fees to the Coaches vs. Cancer program.     

According to Kelly Doyle, co-coordinator of St. Mary’s Coaches vs. Cancer initiative, “The importance of this cause is one that needs no explanation; we have all been touched by this disease.  We raised a significant amount of money in the fight against cancer and thank the community for their support which will benefit cancer patients and their families in the Philadelphia area.”  

Photo 1:  St. Joseph’s University Head Men’s Basketball Coach and longtime Coaches vs. Cancer supporter, Phil Martelli, and honorary coach, Liam Doyle, help the St. Mary Magdalen Varsity Girls Basketball team members, (l-r) Sarah Byrnes, Taylor McElwee, Katelyn Markley, and Gabby Rowe, collect donations at a home basketball game during Coaches vs. Cancer weekend.  
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Photo 2:  Prior to the tip-off of the St. Mary Magdalen junior varsity girls basketball game, Coach Phil Martelli gives some words of encouragement and motivation to team members, including (sitting, l-r) Hannah Casey, Jenny West, Kristy Grauer, (middle, l-r) Emily Markley, Jennifer Finley, Sarah McCabe, Erin Rogers, Corrine Mulhearn, Taylor Ryan, Margaret Anne Hussey, and (back, l-r) Elise Bastian, Nicole Giannini, and Rachel Ryan.
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