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PRESS RELEASE
St. Mary Magdalen Student Awarded Neumann Scholarship
Media, PA.  Katelyn Markley, an eighth grade student at St. Mary Magdalen School, was named a 2010 Neumann Scholar which entitles her to a four-year scholarship at an Archdiocese of Philadelphia high school of her choice.  

The Neumann Scholars Program, sponsored by the Connelly Foundation, was launched in 1995 to recognize academically talented eighth grade students in parochial elementary schools in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  Eighth grade students attending Catholic elementary schools in the five county Philadelphia region compete for forty scholarships per year.  Students who have demonstrated high academic achievement in the classroom and on standardized testing are invited to sit for the Neumann Scholarship exam, which is given each year in January.  

This year, 1,086 eighth grade students, representing 178 area Catholic grade schools, were eligible to sit for the examination.  Twenty-one students from St. Mary Magdalen’s eighth grade class were qualified to sit for the exam, with six students – Bruce Byrne, Meredith Campbell, Katelyn Markley, Stephen McAlee, Gabriella Rowe, and Stephen Weyler – actually sitting for the examination.  Based on her performance on the Neumann Scholarship examination, as well as her high classroom and standardized test scores, Katelyn was awarded a four-year Archdiocesan high school scholarship and is distinguished as one of the most academically talented students in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  In conferring the scholarship award, Anne Murry Hileman, Senior Program Officer of the Connelly Foundation, not only congratulated Katelyn and the other students who sat for the Neumann   Scholarship examination on their fine academic achievement, but also recognized the faculty and staff of St. Mary Magdalen School because the scholarship award reflects on a good school and great teachers.  Katelyn is the 17th Neumann Scholarship recipient from St. Mary Magdalen School.

In accepting the Neumann Scholarship, Katelyn will attend Cardinal O’Hara High School next year.  In addition to achieving academic success, Katelyn is president of St. Mary’s Student Council; is a member of the school’s Mathletes team and Stewardship Club; competes on the CYO cross country, field hockey and basketball teams; and sings in the Youth Choir.  Katelyn is the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Brian and Catherine Markley of Broomall, PA.  

Photo 1:  Pictured above is St. Mary Magdalen Neumann Scholarship recipient, Katelyn Markley, with (l-r) Mrs. Barbara M. Burke (Principal), Anne Murry Hileman (Connelly Foundation), and eighth grade teachers, Mrs. Eileen McDonald and Ms. Linda Tofani.
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