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PRESS RELEASE
St. Mary Magdalen CYO Basketball Teams Make a Full Court Press for Philadelphia Coaches vs. Cancer Program

Media, PA.  St. Mary Magdalen’s CYO Basketball Teams will host basketball games and fundraising activities during the weekend of January 29-31, 2010 to benefit the Coaches vs. Cancer Program. 

Phil Martelli, the Head Men’s Basketball Coach at St. Joseph’s University and a parishioner at St. Mary Magdalen, will kick-off St. Mary’s Coaches vs. Cancer campaign on Friday, January 29, 2010 at 7:15 PM in the St. Mary Magdalen School Gym at half-time of the Girl’s Junior Varsity basketball game versus Holy Child. As an exceptionally active member in Philadelphia’s Coaches vs. Cancer Program, Phil Martelli will share his passion for the fight against cancer to motivate the CYO student athletes, their coaches, families, and the local community to join Philadelphia Basketball’s effort to raise money and awareness to beat cancer.  This free event is open to the public and visitors are encouraged to make a contribution to Coaches vs. Cancer.  

St. Mary Magdalen basketball players will be collecting donations for Coaches vs. Cancer at all home basketball games during the weekend of January 29th-31st.  Although opponents on the court, St. Mary’s Basketball will be receiving help from the competition, as visiting CYO basketball teams will be invited to participate and make donations in the fight against cancer.  Members of the basketball teams will also be collecting money at all St. Mary Magdalen Church masses during the weekend.  Students at St. Mary Magdalen School will also support the Coaches vs. Cancer team on Friday, January 29th with a one-dollar spirit dress down day.     

According to Kelly Doyle, co-coordinator of St. Mary’s Coaches vs. Cancer initiative, “The importance of this cause is one that needs no explanation; we have all been touched by this disease.  We hope to raise a significant amount of money in the fight against cancer and hope that the community comes out to support us in these efforts.”  

Coaches vs. Cancer is a nationwide collaboration between the American Cancer Society and the National Association of Basketball Coaches (NABC) that empowers basketball coaches, their teams, and local communities to make a difference in the fight against cancer.  According to the American Cancer Society, in 2008-2009 alone, the Philadelphia Coaches Versus Cancer program raised more than 1 million dollars for the American Cancer Society’s research, education, advocacy, and services.  Since 1993, the Coaches vs. Cancer program have raised $50 million dollars nationwide and more than $6 million in Philadelphia alone to benefit cancer patients and their families across the region.  
- Continued -

Locally, Philadelphia’s Division One Basketball Coaches Phil Martelli (Saint Joseph’s University), Fran Dunphy (Temple University), James “Bruiser” Flint (Drexel University), John Giannini (LaSalle 
University) and Jay Wright (Villanova University) are committed to taking cancer out of the game for good. Their united passion, energy and dedication to the cause make the Philadelphia Coaches vs. Cancer program unique.  

St. Mary Magdalen School Gym is located at 2430 North Providence Road, Media, Pennsylvania.  For additional information, please contact Kelly Doyle at 610-565-5647.
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