Passion (Palm) Sunday, Year of
Our Salvation - April 17, 2011

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 The Lord is my Help
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 Jesus humbled Himself. Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27: 66 The Passion Gospel Summary –Jesus first entered Jerusalem riding a donkey amid waving palm leaves.  It was in Jerusalem that he foretold Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial, and established the Eucharist at the Passover meal.  Jesus took his disciples into Gethsemane to pray, but they could not stay awake with him.  In the garden, Jesus was turned over to the authorities, tried before the Sanhedrin, brought to Pilate, and sentenced to death.  When offered a choice during the festival to release a prisoner, the people chose the release of Barabbas.  Their choice was beyond Pilate’s comprehension, so he symbolically washed his hands of the whole deal.  Jesus was turned over to the Roman authorities for crucifixion and mocked by them.  Finally, Jesus died on the cross.  The earth darkened and quaked.  He was prepared quickly for burial and laid in the tomb. Reflection for Families – There is much to reflect on in this reading.  One interesting note, however, is the different responses Judas and Peter had when they came face to face with their rejection of Christ.  After his three denials, Peter ‘wept bitterly”.  These tears of regret led the way to reconciliation when Peter first encountered the risen Christ.  Judas, on the other hand, knew what he did was wrong, but he couldn’t face the hopelessness his actions brought.  To relieve the pain of what he had done, Judas took his own life.  Some days it is difficult (even beyond measure) to be a parent.  The lesson we learn today is that reconciliation and healing bring us long-term joy instead of living in the harsh bitterness of despair.  Be like Peter and confess your sins and need for Christ’s healing mercy and compassion instead of living in resentment and self-hatred like Judas.
RITE OF RECONCILIATION

Our parish Reconciliation Service will be on Tuesday April 19th 7-8:30PM & Saturday- April 23rd – 4-5PM.  Prepare yourself for the new life of Jesus.

HEALING MASS –DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

SUNDAY, MAY 1ST AT 2 PM – Prayers
 and the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mass and Procession at 3 PM

Join our Choir in praying for God’s mercy.

HOPE MEAL PROGRAM

Colleen Rogers – 610-565-3425
+

Bread and Wine- Stephen Phillips
MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, April 16
  8:30AM Marian Vadino
  5:30PM Bob Protesto
SUNDAY, April 17-PALM SUNDAY
  7:30AM Dr. & Mrs. Albert Andresen
10:00AM Mary Boylan
11:30AM Arthur & Patrick D’Orazio
  5:30PM Lucille Noonan 
MONDAY, April 18
  6:30AM Doris La Monaca
  8:30AM Miles Fromal
TUESDAY, April 19
  6:30AM Marie Juliana
  8:30AM Mary Boylan
  WEDNESDAY, April 20
  6:30AM Vincent L. Crough
  8:30AM George Morris
HOLY THURSDAY, April 21
7:30PM Mass of the Lord Supper + Washing of the feet and procession Adoration of the Repository after Mass until Midnight
GOOD FRIDAY, April 22
3:00PM Service and Communion
HOLY SATURDAY, April 23
EASTER VIGIL MASS AT 7:00PM
EASTER SUNDAY, April 24– People of the Parish

7:30, 10:00 & 11:30 AM& 5:30PM 
Adoration Chapel will close on Holy Thursday, April 21 before the 8:30 AM Mass and reopen on Tuesday, April 26 after the 8:30 AM Mass. 
A BLESSED HOLY WEEK AND EASTER TO ALL AS WE CELEBRATE THE RISEN CHRIST’S VICTORY OVER SIN, SATAN AND DEATH

Be assured of the prayers of all our priests, deacons, ministry leaders, staff and all our parish faith family.  I encourage you to meditate on the Christian understanding of suffering and sacrifice by our Holy Father this Holy Week.  Peace, Msgr. Ralph

HOPE OF SALVATION BY POPE BENEDICT XVI

1. Prayer as a school of hope

The true measure of humanity is essentially determined in relationship to suffering and to the sufferer. This holds true both for the individual and for society. A society unable to accept its suffering members and incapable of helping to share their suffering and to bear it inwardly through “compassion” is a cruel and inhuman society. Yet society cannot accept its suffering members and support them in their trials unless individuals are capable of doing so themselves; moreover, the individual cannot accept another’s suffering unless he personally is able to find meaning in suffering, a path of purification and growth in maturity, a journey of hope. Indeed, to accept the “other” who suffers means that I take up his suffering in such a way that it becomes mine also. Because it has now become a shared suffering, in which another person is present, this suffering is penetrated by the light of love. The Latin word con-solatio, “consolation”, expresses this beautifully. It suggests being with the other in his solitude, so that it ceases to be solitude. Furthermore, the capacity to accept suffering for the sake of goodness, truth and justice is an essential criterion of humanity, because if my own well-being and safety are ultimately more important than truth and justice, then the power of the stronger prevails, then violence and untruth reign supreme. Truth and justice must stand above my comfort and physical well-being, or else my life itself becomes a lie. In the end, even the “yes” to love is a source of suffering, because love always requires expropriations of my “I”, in which I allow myself to be pruned and wounded. Love simply cannot exist without this painful renunciation of myself, for otherwise it becomes pure selfishness and thereby ceases to be love.

I would like to add here another brief comment with some relevance for everyday living. There used to be a form of devotion – perhaps less practiced today but quite widespread not long ago – that included the idea of “offering up” the minor daily hardships that continually strike at us like irritating “jabs”, thereby giving them a meaning. Of course, there were some exaggerations and perhaps unhealthy applications of this devotion, but we need to ask ourselves whether there may not after all have been something essential and helpful contained within it. What does it mean to offer something up? Those who did so were convinced that they could insert these little annoyances into Christ’s great “com-passion” so that they somehow became part of the treasury of compassion so greatly needed by the human race. In this way, even the small inconveniences of daily life could acquire meaning and contribute to the economy of good and human love. Maybe we should consider whether it might be judicious to revive this practice ourselves

PARISH PICNIC ITINERARY

12:30 – 1:00 Easter Egg Hunt (outside).  We will be starting to serve lunch in the cafeteria.  Face Painting till 3:30.  “Fantastic Frankie” will be doing card tricks all day randomly.  Moon Bounces till 4:30.  Live Band.

1:45 – 1:50 Cheerleader will perform

1:50 - 2:00 Kids will sing in the choir

2:15 – 3:30 Outside activities (family games)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Congratulations to those who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation on April 7th:
Delancey Baer, Matthew Behrle, Michael Behrle, Katie Bergen, Ryan Birmingham, Riley Bittle, CJ Bogdash, Thomas Cao, Isabella Carlucci, Emma Chermol, Sophia Clarkin, Leighton Combs, Kenneth Connors, Robert Corrato, Jr., Evan Coury, Katie Curran, Alexander Currie, Julia Czachor, J. Ben Davis, Gavin Dreher, Thomas Finley Grace Frazier, Kate Grauer, Lucas Harding, Robin Higgins, Elizabeth Hoole, Kevin Keith, Ashlyn Kelly, Owen Kelly, Thomas Klusarits, Marisa Lucente, Michael MacDonald, Paige Mazzola, Sean McAleese, Ryan McCabe, Molly McCarthy, Erin McCauley, Anna McDermott, Liam McDevitt, Tia McHugh, Joseph Mingioni, Ryan Morrow, Megan Rose Murphy, Madeleine Ott, Victor Orsini, Mary Pahides, Elena Palomba, AJ Piscopo, Andrew Ragaglia, Alexis Ranieri, Nicole Ruggieri, Julia Rushton, Nicolas Russo, Alexis Sarne, Gianna Sciole, Emily Scott, Olivia Shah, Andrew Simon, Sydney Siravo, Martine Sirianni, Jake Spaeder, Michael Sposato, Sarah Sposato, Lucy Stewart, Robert Sundo, Jr., Bobby Sypher, Natasha Szipszky, Jonathan Valdes, Grayson Walker, Isabelle Walsh, William Wickman and Noelle Wilson.

Those who received Sacrament of Confirmation: Olivia Arizin, Elise Bastian, James Bauwens, Carly Buchakjian, Gabriel Canzanese, Fiona Casey, Jessica Ciampitti, Jane Ciminera, Jenna Collazzo, Michael Courter, Cara Degan, Andrew DiCandilo, Madelaina DiDomenico, Christina DiFelice, Ty Dortone, Jennifer Finley, Giacomo Fizzano, Carly Fizzano, Tara Fowler, Bobby Frazier, Christine Fuessinger, Ryan Gill, Melissa Goldhorn, Ryan Hallinan, Bridgette Hoy, Gavin Inglis, Aliya Kalman, Jack Kichula, Maxwell King, Avery Kirt, Ryan Lairdieson, Michael Larkin, Devon Laut, Henry LeCours, Devyn Levy, Quinn Maguire, Olivia Mancarella, Emily Markley, Michael Matteo, Jack McCarthy, Sarah McCloskey, Ryan McDevitt, Molly McFadden, Michaela McGeary, Taylor McHugh, Jaime Natale, Sheila Newby, Thomas Nichols, Maggie Nolen, Madelyn Nowoswiat, Richard Orsini, Kasta Pahides, Olivia Parente, Sydney Ragaglia, Brianna Ranieri, Jacqueline Ranieri, Cullen Robinson, Erin Rogers, Cole Rooney, Adrienne Rufus, Alexandra Scannapieco, Nicholas Sigismondi, Gregory Smith, Vincent Sposato, John Sudjian, Jack Szipszky, Cameron Toddy, Lia Toglia, Joshua, Troilo, Anthony Truscello, Kyle Virbitsky Glen Volpe, Catharine Ward, Caroline Warrin. 

Pray that all parents and our parish family will bring our precious children to Jesus faithfully to the reception of Holy Communion and Reconciliation.

A time to be baptized…Tessa Jo Annette Mersch, Roman Michael May. 
Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptism, Pre-Jordan class at 610-565-5736. Next class is May 18, 2011 at 7PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die… Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community who have died Richard Zimmerman, John Raggi, Tony List, Richard Murphy, Rose Canuso and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Farnsworth Bisbee, Jean Brennan, Giana Campbell, (cousin) Ralph Chieffo, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Jim Colgan, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Paul Daniels, Chris DeFino, Patricia DeJesse, Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Gennela D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Anna Di Donato, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Bernadette Farrell, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Michael Horan, Joan Husted, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson, Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,   Rev. James Melle, Al Mestichelli, Cheri Minisci, Anne Miniszak, Pat Miniszak,  Eustace Mita, Jr, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III,  Bob Ruggieri, Phyllis Scott, John Shea, Dan Shellington, Joann Trolio, Louise Veit,  Dr. John Weigele, Francis Wesner, Ron Zimmerman. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you’re sick or need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998. 
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Msgr. Ralph.
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739.  We are in need of Adorers on Tuesday @ 2AM. & Saturday @ 1AM. We are grateful to all our adorers and all who pray for us

ENJOY THE SACRAMENT OF PEACE EACH SATURDAY AT 4:30 PM OR CALL MSGR. RALPH
PARISH MAY PROCESSION – MAY 5TH AT 7 PM

We invite all parishioners and friends to join our parish organizations, our school and PREP on Wednesday, May 4 @ 7PM.  We will begin in church, process around our school and end with the crowning of our Blessed Mother and Benediction.  (Students should arrive and report to their teachers as directed no later than 6:45PM)

SPRING BEREAVEMENT PROGRAM
Monday, April 18th at 7 PM in gathering room
Anyone experiencing a difficult time after a loss please come. Feel free to bring a friend or relative. We will also have guest speakers. Jesus is with you in your sorrow. Call Barbara Eubanks with any questions 610-361-8787.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
With CARDINAL RIGALI

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 22ND AT 7:30pm

ST. CHARLES Borromeo Seminary

100 East Wynnewood Road-Wynnewood, PA  19096

Parking will be at Saint Joseph’s University (entrance to parking lot is on 54th St. below City Ave) Shuttle buses will be available for transportation to/from the Seminary beginning at 6:30 PM  If you are planning to attend, please call Kathy Kelley at 215-965-8280 with the number expected to participate.  See Msgr. Ralph if you need a ride or team up with parishioners.  A wonderful experience of prayer for yourself and the priesthood.
SMM EMPLOYMENT NETWORK

Thanks to the following parishioners we have started the SMM Employment Network. Chairpersons:  Barb & Paul Stoyell-Mulholland (Call 484-420-4246) or

 bstoyell@comcast.net – psmo1@comcast.net 

John Donohoe, Joe & Beth Flynn, Eileen Keating, Marie Keith, Bill Murphy, Ernie Russom. The goal is to seek volunteers who can enable our unemployed by assisting them with Networking, Resume/Cover Letter Writing, Using Social Networks, Job Boards, and Interviewing Skills.  If interested in helping or you need a job, please contact Barb or Paul.
ARCHBISHOP T. DOLAN & PRIEST SCANDAL       It happened last Friday. I had just arrived at the Denver Airport, there to speak at their popular annual “Living Our Catholic Faith” conference. As I was waiting with the others for the electronic train to take me to the terminal, a man, maybe in his mid-forties, waiting as well, came closer to me. “Are you a Catholic priest?” he kindly asked. “Sure am.  Nice to meet you,” says I, as I offered my hand. He ignored it.  “I was raised a Catholic,” he replied, almost always a hint of a cut to come, but I was not prepared for the razor sharpness of the stiletto, as he went on, “and now, as a father of two boys, I can’t look at you or any other priest without thinking of a sexual abuser.”

What to respond?  Yell at him?  Cuss him out?  Apologize?  Deck him?  Express understanding?  I must admit all such reactions came to mind as I staggered with shame and anger from the damage of the wound he had inflicted with those stinging words. “Well,” I recovered enough to remark, “I’m sure sorry you feel that way.  But, let me ask you, do you automatically presume a sexual abuser when you see a Rabbi or Protestant minister?” “Not at all,” he came back through gritted teeth as we both boarded the train. “How about when you see a coach, or a boy scout leader, or a foster parent, or a counselor, or physician?”  I continued. “Of course not!” he came back.  “What’s all that got to do with it?” “A lot,” I stayed with him, “because each of those professions have as high a percentage of sexual abuse, if not even higher, than that of priests.”

“Well, that may be,” he retorted.  “But the Church is the only group that knew it was going on, did nothing about it, and kept transferring the perverts around.” “You obviously never heard the stats on public school teachers,” I observed.  “In my home town of New York City alone, experts say the rate of sexual abuse among public school teachers is ten times higher than that of priests, and these abusers just get transferred around.”  (Had I known at that time the news in  last Sunday’s New York Times about the high rate of abuse of the most helpless in state supervised homes, with reported abusers simply transferred to another home, I would have mentioned that, too.) To that he said nothing, so I went in for a further charge.

“Pardon me for being so blunt, but you sure were with me, so, let me ask:  when you look at yourself in a mirror, do you see a sex abuser?” Now he was as taken aback as I had been two-minutes before.  “What the hell are you talking about?” “Sadly,” I answered, “studies tell us that most children sexually abused are victims of their own fathers or other family members.” Enough of the debate, I concluded, as I saw him dazed.  So I tried to calm it down.

“So, I tell you what:  when I look at you, I won’t see a sex abuser, and I would appreciate the same consideration from you.” The train had arrived at baggage claim, and we both exited together. “Well then, why do we only hear this garbage about you priests,” he inquired, as he got a bit more pensive. “We priests wonder the same thing.  I’ve got a few reasons if you’re interested.” He nodded his head as we slowly walked to the carousel. “For one,” I continued, “we priests deserve the more intense scrutiny, because people trust us more as we dare claim to represent God, so, when one of us do it – even if only a tiny minority of us ever have — it is more disgusting.” “Two, I’m afraid there are many out there who have no love for the Church, and are itching to ruin us.  This is the issue they love to endlessly scourge us with.”

“And, three, I hate to say it,” as I wrapped it up, “there’s a lot of money to be made in suing the Catholic Church, while it’s hardly worth suing any of the other groups I mentioned before.” We both by then had our luggage, and headed for the door.  He then put his hand out, the hand he had not extended five minutes earlier when I had put mine out to him.  We shook. “Thanks.  Glad I met you.” He halted a minute.  “You know, I think of the great priests I knew when I was a kid.  And now, because I work in IT at Regis University, I know some devoted Jesuits.  Shouldn’t judge all you guys because of the horrible sins of a few.” “Thanks!,” I smiled.

I guess things were patched-up, because, as he walked away, he added, “At least I owe you a joke:  What happens when you can’t pay your exorcist?” “Got me,” I answered. “You get‘re-possessed’!” We both laughed and separated. Notwithstanding the happy ending, I was still trembling . . . and almost felt like I needed an exorcism to expel my shattered soul, as I had to confront again the horror this whole mess has been to victims and their families, our Catholic people like the man I had just met . . . and to us priests.
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY – Join us the week of the 17th as we host the homeless of Delaware Co. Go to www.mysignup.com/smmihn to volunteer for that week or contact Sue Fromhold.

H.O.P.E.  PRAYER CHAIN

HOPE accepts prayer requests to show our parish spiritual support during difficult times.  Contact Maria Flannery at 610-565-3144 for your prayer requests.

SMM BIBLE CAMP:  JESUS ROCKS

This year SMM’s Religious Education and the Youth Ministry are joining together to bring you Jesus in all His glory!  We’ll rock and roll, rap and sing, dance and jive with Jesus in a whole new light.  Bible Camp as never before…you will NOT want to miss this fun week!!  Be sure to register early before it becomes full.  If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Braconnier at jbraconnier@stmarymagdalen.net or 610-566-8821 ext. 102.  Camp will be from June 20th-24th – 8:30AM-Noon (Join us at the 8:30 Mass) Camp ages are in incoming K-5th Graders.  Volunteers should contact Nicky Verna (tnverna@comcast.net) or Alisa Czachor (alias@czachor.com)
[image: image1.wmf]
From Mrs. Burke’s Desk…The following students were honored during our April first Friday Mass as being Followers of Jesus. The following students practiced the virtue of patience during the Month of March: Grade 8 Keri Finley, James Covello; Grade 7 Owen McGovern, Megan Gilligan; Grade 6 Erin Rogers, Quinn Maguire; Grade 5 Jake Feehery, Zachary Collins; Grade 4 Madeline Hoole, Samuel Russo; Grade 3 Joseph Boyle, Abigail McCusker; Grade 2 Michael Behrle, Sean McAleese, Elizabeth Hoole; Grade 1 Alice Verna, and Jack Friend. We are most proud of these students.  Registration information: 610-565-1822
CPR REFRESHER SESSION

To all Ushers and Parish Members, a refresher session of CPR and the usage of the AED (Automated External Defibrillator) will be held on Wednesday, May 11 at 7:00 PM in the St. Francis Room in the church. Nationally renowned and parishioner Frank Poliafico, RN, Executive Director, Initial Life Support Foundation will be our instructor. There is a $15 fee for the course, (ushers will be taken care of by SMM). Please contact Pierina Antonello, RN if you would like to attend, pantonello@stmarymagdalen.net or 610-565-1822. 
PARISH PICNIC AND SPONSORS

I am most grateful to the Lori Stefano, Judge Anthony Truscello, Steven Visek, and the Picnic Committee along with the SMM Knights of Columbus for a wonderful social and spiritual event.  We are grateful to Kathleen and Carmen DiMichele for the printing of the raffle tickets. We thank the musicians, cheerleaders, servers and helpers.   God bless you all, Msgr. Ralph
We thank the following sponsors of our Parish Picnic 

Center for Neuro Science Riddle Hospital

Dr David and Joanne Thomas

Ristorante La Locanda

                Mario Palumbi & Franco Stefanatto

Produce Junction - Al Gentile

Judge Truscello Family

Hill Cadillac

Salon Jean Raymond

Kevin T Coyne, Esq.

Mostardi Nursery

Moppert Brothers, Inc

Meissner Auto Sales

Oliver Heating & Cooling

Goldhorn Electrical Construction

O’Reilly Pontiac, Buick, GMC

Hagan Funeral Home - Gigi and Bill 

Ginny & Jim McHugh

Rodie Alvare-Henson Designs
Michael G DeFino, Esq.

Rafferty Subaru

Edgemont Flower Shop

UNO – Chicago Grill

Jean & Bill Cotter
Danny & Edwina Amoroso

Marie & Paul Berenato

James Durham
Fantastic Frankie

Karin & Bruce LaMonaca

Inside Jewelers
Terry & Bob D’Orazio

Bob D’Orazio Carpet & Flooring

Vince Giannini, PHLTV 17

Our Parishioners, Rob Johnstone and Dan McCusker will be donating the services of their secure document destruction company during the SMM Parish Picnic on Sunday, April 17th.  Please bring any documents, files or boxes you’d like securely shredded as Priority Shred will be onsite from 1pm-3pm!
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING
We are grateful to all who volunteered to be trained for our SMM St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference. We thank all who donated for our Sponsor a Student 
Program and remind all that requests for help must be in writing as soon as possible. 
+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

April 10th - $23,306.00
Last Year - $23,345.00
Endowment - $982.00
The Endowment benefits our school, PREP, Youth Ministry, and adult formation class. 

Balance is $961,928.09
 Join us for a video that will help us all learn the power of the Mass thanks to our Endowment.  

DONUTS & COFFEE

May 1st after 10:00AM Mass – SMM Cafeteria

Sponsored by: “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Committee.  Stop by the cafeteria on Sunday, May 1st for some “Catholic Confections” and to learn more about all the excitement next March. For info, contact Marie Keith, mariekeith@comcast.net or 610-566-7964.

Are you a Ballroom Dancer and interested in partaking in our own Dancing with the Stars Event? If so, please contact Marie Keith.
BETHESDA PROJECT

Belated but sincere thanks to all who contributed casseroles last month. We not only filled the freezers at school & church but I had 9 that spent time in my freezer.  At least 77 casseroles were sent to Bethesda-what an amazing effort by so many people. April 17th will be our next collection time. All help and support is greatly appreciated.

PREP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We invite you to become one of our committed volunteers as a PREP teacher, teacher’s aide, or as part of our office administration and support team.  St. Mary Magdalen PREP is vital and growing, so we are in desperate need of catechists, who are able to commit to volunteering each week as teachers of our Wednesday program from @ 3:45 – 5:45 p.m. (class is 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.), and as volunteer teacher’s aides, who can provide support to the catechists in the classroom.  We also need volunteers who can provide support in the office on Wednesday’s, and throughout the week assisting in office administration, special projects, programs and events, specifically helping with the sacraments, service projects, organizing and planning of special events, holy days/seasons as vacation bible school leaders and coordinators, and 1:1 teachers for special needs students.
  Even though PREP classes run from September through May, much of the planning and preparation is done from June through August, so volunteers are needed through the summer as well.  For information, or if you are interested in volunteering, please contact Deacon James at deaconjames@stmarymagdalen.net or 610-565-5782 or Paula Campbell @ paulacampbell1@verizon.net.     
PREP EVENTS CALENDAR

Final PREP Class – Assessments all grades April 27th 

City Team Mother/Baby Service Project for May – Supplies will be collected April 27- May 11 and delivered May 31st  Final PREP Class – Assembly will be in the gym & will include the distribution of final progress reports & awards, Wed, May 11th @ 4PM.  All are welcome to attend.
LAUGH WITH THE MONSIGNOR
A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, “I know what the Bible means!” His father smiled and replied, “What do you mean, you ‘know’ what the Bible means? “Okay” said his father. “What does the bible mean?” “That’s easy, Daddy…” the young boy replied excitedly, “It stands for ‘Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.’
ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
The parish instigated EFT for Sunday giving and tuition two years ago.  Many families have chosen this way of eliminating the panic to locate that Sunday envelope each week.  If you think this method of giving will work for you please complete an ACCOUNT DEBIT AUTHORIZATION form located in the narthex of our church.  Designate a monthly amount which we will debit for you on the 15th of each month.  Any questions, please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

SMM SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012
We thank all for paying their tuition to meet our $1.7 million budget for our school. Tuition bills for next, school year were mailed to each family on April 1st with the first payment due on May 6, 2011 (EFT families who completed new forms will be withdrawn on the 15th).  If you have any questions please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

SMM SPONSOR A STUDENT PROGRAM
Parents who feel they have a need of tuition assistance, beyond the BLOCS application, please contact Mary Lou at X109.  You will be asked to complete a set of confidential financial assistance scholarship forms which will be reviewed by our Scholarship Committee. 

MEN’S RETREAT – JUNE 24, 2011

Men of St. Mary Magdalen, the Malvern Retreat League invite you to experience the benefits of a weekend retreat at St. Joseph’s in the Hills. Retreats are conducted most weekends of the year. Information can be obtained by logging on to their website www.malvernretreat.com, or telephoning Dr. Jack Colombo (610-891-0731) or Vince Zeller (610-353-7739). In today’s world of 24/7 sound bites, nonstop commercials and loud music it can be difficult to hear the important voices in our life. Sometimes we just need a quiet, safe place to listen to our God and Malvern can provide that place for you.  Please consider joining several men of our parish who will be gathering for our own special weekend at Malvern on June 24, 2011. You may be pleasantly surprised by the experience. Call us for further information.
CATHOLIC SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL CHOICE

No one who desires a Catholic education for their child should be left out.  Catholic families should be able to receive our share of our tax dollars to educate our sons and daughters as we so choose.  The Opportunity Scholarship Act (Senate Bill 1) will help thousands of families make that choice.  The Advocates for Catholic Education in Pennsylvania or ACE-PA is an extensive network of concerned parents, educators, board members, alumni and taxpayers who will speak with one loud voice on behalf of Catholic school students.  Sign-up at www.pachatholi.org/ace-pa and learn more about what you can do to help pass Senate Bill 1 and make a brighter future for all children in Pennsylvania.

SMM ALUMNI NEWS
Our Alumni Board met on March 9th and began planning our All Class Reunion in early November for those who attended SMM School in the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.  In April an e-mail will be sent to all those alumni who have registered in our association.  If you wish to register simply e-mail prsidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 ext. 122.  Also, we would love to hear about our former students and what is happening in their lives today. We are grateful to those who volunteered to be our board members and share their time and talents in developing our SMM Alumni Association. They are: John Bonner (90), Jennifer McGowan Clark (92), Heidi Coffen (84), Michael D’Angelo (87), Mary Doyle Funchion (81), Laura Kaufman Kovacs (94), and Eusie Mita (91), colleen Harvey Tegler (87), Al Tini (82), Steven Visek (84), and Jamie Yannacone (88).

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Volunteers needed for Friday Stations at 7 PM

Holy Thursday, April 21

   7:30 PM E. Goldhorn, M. Goldhorn and An-thu Le
Good Friday, April 22, 3:00PM
 M. Goldhorn, G. Canzanese, A. Battista
Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 23, 
7:00PM  L. Croquette, O. Patane, M. Gilligan 

  K.  Gilligan
Easter Sunday, April 24
    7:30AM R. Lairdeson, G. Volpe
  10:00AM M. Matteo, J. Fratoni, L. Tortella
  11:30AM Jack and Maggie Nolen, Joseph Conroy
HAVE YOU BEEN TO YOUTH GROUP YET?

The Senior Youth Group for H.S. students meets every other Thursday from 7:30-9PM. The Junior Youth Group for 6-8th graders meets Wednesday 7:30-9PM. This group is for students in grades 6-8. 

VACATION CRUISES WITH MONSIGNOR
Join Msgr. Chieffo on July 27 to August 3, 2011 – 8 Day Alaska Cruise. Vancouver to Tracy Am & Sawyer Glaciers, Skagway, Glacier National Park, Juneau, and Ketchikan.  Call Premier Travel Agency, Inc. and ask for Maureen for more details! 610-285-1868

JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website.
TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM  Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.  We thank you for donating $600 for the program from our Healing Mass last month.  Please tune in and learn about our Faith.
ST. MARY MAGDALEN SENIORS welcome all to join us for conversation and pizza at our next meeting on May 11th. We have planned the following trips:”42nd Street” at Resorts (June 9, 2011) $25.00 for show, bus and $5.00 bonus. Trump Plaza (June 22, 2011) for “Oh What A Night”. A tribute to Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. $69.00 for show, bus and buffet, & $20.00 bonus. Atlantic City Cruise and lunch at Carmine’s in the Tropicana (July 6, 2011) $52.00 includes, bus, cruise, lunch and $20.00 bonus “Chita Rivera” Songs of Broadway (Sept. 21, 2011) $71.00 includes show, buffet, bus and $20.00 bonus. “Tomasello Winery Murder Mystery Lunch and Wine Tasting (Oct 13, 2011) $58.00 includes bus, lunch and show. Bobby Vinton Holiday Show (Dec. 1, 2011) $77.00 includes show, buffet, bus and $20.00 bonus. “San Antonio Texas Fiesta” (Nov. 2 – 13, 2011) $1482 Double. Visit Nashville, Little Rock, Dallas, San Antonio, Baton Rouge & more. (Senior Tours trip)  Treasures of the Aegean – Greek Island Cruise. (March 2012) From $4995.00, air from Philadelphia, seen day cruise, seven nights in hotels. For all trips please call Joe Profeta at 610-359-0931 or write him at 2689 Old Cedar Grove Rd., Broomall, PA 19008. 

SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION’

Please consider making a weekly donation!  Items especially needed:  cake mix and icing, canned or boxed potatoes, canned fruit, canned stews and vegetables, cereal, coffee, cookies, crackers, diapers, formula, hot chocolate, juices, macaroni and cheese, oatmeal, pancake mix and syrup, pasta and sauce peanut butter and jelly, rice, snacks soup, spaghettios, tuna, shampoo soaps and cleaning items.  God bless your for feeding the hungry heart of Jesus in our needy.
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