Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
Focus on Today - February 27, 2011
Isaiah 49:14-15 God never forgets You
1 Corinthians 4:1-5 Do not pass Judgment
Gospel: Matthew 6:24-34 Live in the Present
Gospel Summary –Today’s Gospel tells us that God loves us more than anything else; more than birds and flowers.  All we need to do is trust in that love.  Instead of worrying about things which may or may not come to pass, we are told to trust that God will take care of us today.  If we only look to nature and see how birds just know that food will be there for them when they are hungry, we might also know that God will take care of us.  For our part, we should only take care in the present moment to live a life worthy of God’s Kingdom.
Reflection for Families – Without a GPS or day planner, birds know when to migrate.  They haven’t planned their trip weeks in advance nor have they packed their belongings.  They don’t buy travel insurance in case something goes wrong.  They just know to go.  If we plan a big trip like that, we may find ourselves worrying about all the possible scenarios and take precautions to avoid problems.  When we worry about things, we use a lot of energy that exhausts us and may not have been necessary in the first place.  But what if there are really dangers lurking ahead?  Ask yourself.  what possible good can come from the situation if it works out in the way I worry that it will?  What gift might God have for me if my plans don’t go my way…if its God’s will and not mine that wins in the end?
Bringing the Gospel Into Your Family – The Miracle Worker shows us what wonder God has in mind even when the situation appears hopeless.  Helen Keller’s family was at their wits’ end trying to deal with their deaf, angry and sometimes violent daughter.  Helen’s parents worried deeply about her, and yet God worked a plan through Annie Sullivan.  Share about the good that came from an unfortunate situation in your family.
HOPE MEAL PROGRAM

Kelly Hassey – 610-353-1750
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
We can enjoy the love and mercy of Jesus each time we adore Him in Adoration. Enjoy Jesus in Reconciliation and Adoration. To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739.  We are in need of Adorers on Monday’s @ 7AM and Tuesday @ 2AM. Wednesday 12-1AM. We are grateful to all our adorers and all who pray for us.  Please come and enjoy Jesus as your Savior.
MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, February 26
  8:30AM  Eddie Scholtz
  5:30PM  George Morris
SUNDAY, February 27
  7:30AM Gerald O’Brien
10:00AM Lawrence Delahunty
11:30AM Caswell Holloway
  5:30PM  George Morris
MONDAY, February 28
  6:30AM Pat & Lucy Lenzi
  8:30AM Gerald O’Brien
TUESDAY, March 1
  6:30AM Gretchen McAteer
  8:30AM H. Joseph DiCandilo
WEDNESDAY, March 2
  6:30AM Gertrude Myers
  8:30AM Marian Durkee
THURSDAY, March 3
  6:30AM  Catherine DeLahunty
  8:30AM Rev. Edward J. Kimpel
FRIDAY, March 4
  6:30AM Peter & Giselda Russo
  8:30AM Eleanor Fladd
  SATURDAY, March 5
  8:30AM Marion Stillman
  5:30PM Matthew Hallinan 
SUNDAY, March 6
  7:30AM John Magee
10:00AM Mary Baldini
11:30AM John A. Kehoe, Jr.
  5:30PM Theresa Panichi 
JESUS IS COMPASSION NOT CONDEMNATION As the Grand Jury again opens the wounds of the priest scandal and we experience the sadness for the victims of sexual abuse as minors and the anger towards those priests who perpetrated such tragic harm, we certainly begin to doubt our faith in the priesthood and the authorities of the Church.  At the same time, as I have dealt with the victims of sexual abuse of minors by priests, parents, and others as well as counseled brother priests, family members and others who have perpetrated sexual abuse, I find hope and healing in the words of Saint Paul to the Romans:  “Bless your persecutors, bless them and do not curse them.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Have the same attitude toward all.  Put away ambitious deeds and associate with those who are lowly.” (Romans 12:4-16)

We are sinners in the hands of a benevolent God who offers us mercy and compassion so that we can be healed and not be paralyzed by sin and evil.  The Devil certainly relishes in our wrongdoing and tempts us to self doubt and self hatred that destroys faith and hope.  Jesus faced abuse from Judas who betrayed him as well as Peter who denied Him, yet Jesus willingly embraced crucifixion in order to pay the debt of our sins and move us to resurrection and new life.  

We can easily commit spiritual suicide because of the sins of others or we can see this as a time to purify our church which daily calls us to conversion and holiness.  One of our parishioners shared with me a quote from the great Saint Francis de Sales who helped to renew the Church after the Protestant Reformation.  Saint Francis de Sales wrote: “While those who give scandal are guilty of the spiritual equivalent of murder, those who take scandal, who allow scandal to destroy their faith, are guilty of spiritual suicide.”

I assure you at our parish of Saint Mary Magdalen that with the cooperation of all our priests, deacons, teachers, coaches and volunteers, we have gone through the safe environment classes as well as have criminal and child abuse clearances.  Also, it is Diocesan Policy that anyone working with children should never isolate themselves with a child.  Even myself as your pastor can not keep the doors closed when I hear the confessions of children.  When I am teaching in class the teacher remains.  The altar servers dress in a separate room.
I also remind parents to make sure they know where and with whom your child is with, when they are in church, school, sports, or sleepovers.  Over the past thirty-five years as a priest I have dealt with too many incidents of child abuse which is a reality in our society and not just a clergy issue.   If you see anything wrong please report it to the proper authorities as soon as possible.

Please pray for God’s compassionate healing for all the victims and the conversion of all perpetrators, so that our children can grow in a safe and loving environment.  I am grateful to all of you for your prayers for my brother priests, deacons, faculty, coaches and volunteers.  You are precious and our children our precious, Msgr. Ralph
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME

Renew Your Catholic Faith with Friends of SMM

Have you been inactive or lax in your trust in God and the Catholic Church?  We will update you on the basics of Catholicism, and invite you to resume an active participation in your faith. Join us Thursday at 7 pm beginning March 10: Welcome/Overview, March 15- Stories of Faith, March 23 -The Mass Explained; March 30- The Sacraments. Invite your friends or family members for the sessions to be held at St. Mary Magdalen’s in the St. Thomas meeting room.
RECRUITING FOR MARCH SOCIAL 2012
Saturday, March 5th – 7PM, Chermol’s Home, 525 Heilbron Drive, Media, All are welcome. Come join the fun and learn more about this exciting event and how you can participate. Young, old, male, female, creative or just curious – there is something for everyone. “We must consider how to rouse one another to love and good works. Encourage one another.” Hebrews 10:24-25

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR H.S. HONOREES

We are very proud of all our students who do their best, so God can do the rest.  Notify us if you have achieved honors in your school.

Archbishop Carroll High School students who achieved academic excellence: William Garrison, ’11, ranked # 8 in his class.  First honors: Emily Degnan, Alyssa DiBona, William Garrison, Danielle Morro, Erin Stoyell-Mulholland, Sarah Koskinen, Natalia Fabisiak, Ryan McFadden, Anita Morro, Meredith Campbell and Casey Stoyell-Mulholland.  Second honors: Maura Campbell, Nicholas Hope, Kelsey Kirk, John Erbicella, William Ghaul, Jeffrey Gropp, Kerry Newby, Buckley O’Brien, Erica Volpe and Melissa Dittmer.
Cardinal O’Hara High School: Nicole McAlee received first honors and is ranked 3rd in a class of 340. Stephen McAlee achieved first honors and is ranked 11th in a class of 429. 

Country Day School of the Sacred Heart: Highest Honors: Lauren Grajewski and Lauryn Elia. High Honors: Stephanie Finley and Katarina Kinslow. Honors Julie Britt and Marcella Marino.

Villa Maria Academy: Distinguished Honors: Leah Lombardi, First Honors: Madeline Inglis, Julianna Ricco, Ellen Wilson and Brenna Donato. Second Honors: Johanna Lenahan and Michelle Dunn.
Merion Mercy Academy. Distinguished Honors: Alexandra LaMonaca, Alyssia LaMonaca, Maura Murphy, Christina O’Shea, Sara Brown, Mary Hope and Tammy Le. Honors: Tara Halt, Maura Ryan, Clare Brabson, Jennifer Grugan, Kathryn Welliver, Victoria DiRenzo, Deanna Javage Nicol Natale, Sarah Byrnes, Taylor McElwee and Kathryn Natale.
St. Jospeh’s Prepatory School: First Honors: Shaun Barry, Vincent Canzanese, Stephen Fediw, Andrew Halt, Ross Kelley, John McGovern, Kevin Melone and Joseph Sincavage. 
Academy of Notre Dame de Namur: Distinguished Honors: Gabriella Lynch, Michaela McGeary, Noelle Mitchell and Megan Moscony. Honors: Morgan Barker, Jenna Meissner, Victoria Monzo, Tori Sudjian, Erica Swiniuch and Ciara Ward. 

Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptism, Pre-Jordan class at 610-565-5736. Next class is March 16, 2011 at 7PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die…. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community who have lost loved ones:  and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, William Harvey Thornton, Rita Belvedere, Farnsworth Bisbee, Daniel Brackle, Jean Brennan, Giana Campbell, John Ciancarelli, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, John Daly, Paul Daniels, Chris DeFino, Patricia DeJesse, Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Gennela D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Anna Di Donato, Carla Donato, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Bernadette Farrell, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Michael Horan, Joan Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson, Lucille Konecny Caren Pappano Ladd,  Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Theresa MacCombie, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews, Agnes McFadden, Patrick McFadden, Rev. James Melle, Al Mestichelli, Cherie Minisci, Anne Miniszak, Pat Miniszak,  Eustace Mita, Jr, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III,  Bob Ruggieri, Phyllis Scott, John Shea, Dan Shellington, Nicholas Sigismondi, Joann Trolio, Louise Veit,  Dr. John Weigele, Francis Wesner. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you’re sick or need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
Mrs. Louise Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Carrea, Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Reimel, & Mr. & Mr. Harry Balkenhal. - See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mondays through Fridays from 8:30 AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch from Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998. 
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Msgr. Ralph.
H.O.P.E.  PRAYER CHAIN

HOPE accepts prayer requests to show our parish spiritual support during difficult times.  Contact Maria Flannery at 610-565-3144 for your prayer request and also to be a prayer warrior for SMM.  Lift up your fears and anxieties to God and receive his gracious peace.  All calls are confidential.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

We thank our dear parishioner, John Donohue for starting a St. Vincent DePaul Conference SVDP). The main mission of the SVDP Society is to help those in need by person-to-person contact in the privacy and dignity of their home. The SVDP mission statement is: “Inspired by Gospel Values, the Society of Saint Vincent DePaul, a Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to the needy and suffering in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and patron, Saint Vincent DePaul”. Please contact John Donohue at 610-359-9394 to help. We have committed $5,000 towards this ministry from our Charity Fund and you can personally donate your time and resources. 
SMM PARISH AUCTION& SOCIAL MARCH 2012

DANCING WITH THE SMM STARS
Plans are underway for our next Parish Social and Fundraiser to be held at the Drexelbrook on March 24, 2012.  "Dancing with the SMM Stars" will pair several of our own SMM "stars" with experienced ballroom dancers in a competition much like the popular TV show.  This promises to be an exciting night which will include a silent auction, great food & drinks, with competition and lots of dancing for everyone!   For more info or to volunteer, contact Marie or Kevin Keith, Chairman, mariekeith@comcast, 610-566-7964, or Co-Chairs - Gina  & Rich Lucente or Kathleen & Tom Chermol.   
ALL PARISH RECITAL

Do you sing, play an instrument, or have any special talent that you would like to share?  On Saturday, April 2nd we will have a Parish Recital at 6:30PM right after the 5:30PM Mass.  Contact Mary Ellen Harris at Maryellen@stmarymagdalen.net or call the church office.  Please share your God-given talents with us all.
Our singers so far: Regina and Bernadette Ciavardini, Shelley Zeller, Peter Lerro, Stephanie Piraino
TAKE TIME TO RENEW YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski (610-566-3492) in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd&4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr.
SMM MOMS IN TOUCH

SMM Moms in Touch prays weekly on Tuesday mornings at 9:15 am in the St. John Neumann Room in the school.  Even if you are not comfortable praying in a group, just joining us and praying silently in your heart will add to the strength of all our prayers!  Small children are always welcome.  Email danawestby@hotmail.com or call 610-892-9680.
ROSARY and PRAYER FOR VOCATION

Join us every Tuesday in the chapel at 7:15PM to pray the Rosary.  What a wonderful way to enjoy the blessing of Jesus and Mary through all our joys, sorrows, and glories.   All are welcome.
SMM LEGION OF MARY
HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

All are invited to attend every Tuesday evening at 7 PM in the lower Blessed Mother Church Ministry Room.  Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539
LITTLE CHURCH SCHOOL

Little Church School teaches children about God through arts and crafts, reading, and story-telling and small projects. Mrs. Anne Fenerty conducts a great class with a spirit of love and learning. Little Church School is held every Sunday during the 10:00 A.M. Liturgy in the Gathering Room. Parents bring your youngsters right to the Gathering Room and pick-up after Mass.
JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 for information or visit our parish website.
[image: image1.wmf]From Mrs. Burke’s Desk…
Re-registration forms for the academic year 2011-2012 were due back in our school office on Tuesday February 22nd. It is most important for us to know our projected enrollment for the coming year so that we may adequately prepare. Thank you for your cooperation! Registration information: 610-565-1822.  Celebrate our vision for learning…moral awareness, academic excellence, responsible citizenship, and cultural development.

HAVE YOU BEEN TO YOUTH GROUP YET?

SMM Youth Group is proclaiming God’s word each week at youth group! The Senior Youth Group meets every other Thursday from 7:30-9PM. This group is for students in high school. The Junior Youth Group meets Wednesday from 7:30-9PM. This group is for students in grades 6-8. Come out and pray with your friends and we continue to build up the kingdom of heaven! Junior YG: Wednesdays, February 23rd, March 2nd, March 9th. Senior YG: Thursdays, March 3rd, March 17th, March 31st. 

HEALING AND HOPE MINISTRY: JOIN US!!!

Please email or call the Healing Ministry and the HOPE Program and volunteer. Step out in Faith that He is Leading you. Your Sister in Christ, Anita Morro R.N. B.S.N. Healing Ministry: anitasmm@verizon.net 610-566-8821 ext #121 HOPE Meal Program: nvernahope@comcast.net. Blessings, Anita Morro 

BUS TRANSPORTATION:  Bus will park at the corner of church, be careful! Bus pick up is at 9 AM- 9:15 AM from Lima Estates and pickup is at 9:20 until 9:30 AM from Sunrise at Granite.

LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR
One of the little ones told me:  “Monsignor Chieffo you look just like God.”  While I was polishing my halo, I made the mistake of asking “Why do I look like God.”  The child quickly answered: “Because you are old.”

SMM HEALING MASS – JESUS LOVES YOU

FRIDAY, MARCH 25TH -7:30PM
Plan to join us for our next Healing Mass on the Feast of the Annunciation on March 25th at 7:30 PM.  Our Blessed Mother has crushed the head of Satan and desires you experience the healing love and mercy of Jesus through the gift of the Church and Sacraments.
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING
We are grateful to the Mullin Family and Friends for raising $11,000 for our orphanage in honor of their son Matthew.  We thank two anonymous gifts $5,000 for our SMM Charity Fund.  One for the orphanage and one for the general fund.  5% of our weekly donations go to our Charity Fund.

+
YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US
February 20th- $19,971.00

Last Year - $29,188.00

FRIENDS OF MATT MULLIN RAISE $11,000 FOR OUR ORPHANAGE IN KENYA THROUGH THE UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATERS PARTY

We wish to thank all the supporters of the “Ugly Christmas Sweater” fund raiser, in honor of Matt Mullin, which benefited the Oasis of Peace Orphanage in Kenya.  The affair raised over $11,000 of which 100% of the contributions will be directed to the building of the Saint Mary Magdalen Orphanage in Nyamonge, Kenya. God bless you, Sheila, Mike & the Matt Mullin Memorial Committee.

NEW SCHOOL TUITION AND WEEKLY DUES

After meeting with the Parish Finance Committee and Home and School Board, we decided to raise school tuition $100 per child.  Instead of promoting multiple fundraisers in school and since the weekly contribution of $20 has not increased in the past 12 years, we decided to raise the weekly dues for parish school families to $25 a week this September.  We are also eliminating the SCRIP Program for lack of participation and the fact that businesses are not offering good dividends.
TUITION ASSISTANCE SCHOLARSHIPS
Parents interested in applying for tuition assistance can download the BLOCS application beginning January 15, 2011 at www.BLOCS.org.  All applications for scholarships must be received by April 15, 2011 (no exceptions).  If a business organization submits funds to BLOCS and designates the funds to SMM School this is the best way to assure BLOCS funds for our parishioners.

SMM SPONSOR A STUDENT PROGRAM
Parents who feel they have a need of tuition assistance, beyond the BLOCS application, please contact Mary Lou at X109.  You will be asked to complete a set of confidential financial assistance scholarship forms which will be reviewed by our Scholarship Committee.  Each family will then be notified if they qualify and the amount of the assistance granted.
ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
The parish instigated EFT for Sunday giving and tuition two years ago.  Many families have chosen this way of eliminating the panic to locate that Sunday envelope each week.  If you think this method of giving will work for you please complete an ACCOUNT DEBIT AUTHORIZATION form located in the narthex of our church.  Designate a monthly amount which we will debit for you on the 15th of each month.  Any questions, please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

PATHMARK SCRIP

We have $400 of Pathmark scrip for sale. We are willing to sell this remaining scrip at a 5% discount. We are also selling Drexel Line script for 5% off; we have $1500 dollars left.
SMM COACHES VS. CANCER DRIVE - $6,850                  It is with great pride that I write to let you know that our school and parish community raised $6,850 to donate to Coaches vs. Cancer. To say that I am overwhelmed is an understatement.  Coach Dunphy got it right when he said that our students and parishioners were an inspiration.  All of our basketball teams and our cheerleading squad participated in some way, shape, or form and contributed to the successful endeavor.  Our coaches, parents, and players/cheerleaders did everything I asked of them, and then some.   Parishioners, including many without children in our school or CYO program, supported us immensely with their donations at Mass. So many people did things like get their kid to the gym just to watch a game and build the excitement in the gym, make cupcakes for the snack bar, work the table, etc.  It is the big and the little things that made this event a success. The dress-down day was a huge success, the snack bar was phenomenal, the cheerleaders kicked everything up a notch, and even the visiting teams bought shirts, donated money, supported the whole endeavor.  I hope that you are extremely proud of your parishioners, including your students and CYO coaches, players, and families. I could go on and on but I think you get the idea. Kudos to SMM: this was truly a parish-wide effort. On a personal note to Mrs. Burke and Msgr. Chieffo, a heartfelt thank you for your support.  Fondly, Kelly Doyle

SMM ORPHANAGE IN KENYA

If you would like to help with this parish stewardship outreach, write your check to SMM Charity for Kenya.  We have donated $57,000 so far and need $95,000.00 to finish the first building. We thank all for your love of God’s children and the joy they bring to all of us. Do your best and God will do the rest to care for all God’s precious children.
PARISH PICNIC AND SPONSORS

On Palm Sunday, April 17th afternoon, join the Knights of Columbus for the Easter Egg Hunt and Parish Picnic in the Parish Center and grounds.  Come and share your time and talents by contacting our coordinator: Lori Stefano at 610-325-6888 or ldStefano@comcast.net.

Become a sponsor by donating a $100 or gift certificate:

We thank the following sponsors of our Parish Picnic 

Center for Neuro Science Riddle Hospital
Dr David and Joanne Thomas
Ristorante La Locanda
                Mario Palumbi & Franco Stefanatto

Produce Junction - Al Gentile
Judge Truscello Family

Hill Cadillac

Salon Jean Raymond

Kevin T Coyne, Esq.
Mostardi Nursery

Moppert Brothers, Inc

Meissner Auto Sales

Oliver Heating & Cooling

Goldhorn Electrical Construction
O’Reilly Pontiac, Buick, GMC
Hagan Funeral Home - Gigi and Bill 

FOCUS MISSIONARIES AT TEMPLE
The FOCUS Missionaries at Temple University would like to thank the parishioners of St. Mary Magdalen for their years of prayers and financial support. Now in our fourth year of serving the students at Temple University, God has moved many student’s hearts through our presence on campus and your generosity. To share more about the amazing work the Lord has been doing on Temple’s campus, our four person team of Missionaries will be present to speak at the end of each mass the first weekend of March (5th-6th). God bless you!

DEACON’S CORNER
Our entire Saint Mary Magdalen Community is so proud of our School cheerleaders who wowed the crowd with their dance routine at the Philadelphia 76ers game on Friday, February 11. The cheerleaders are making great strides in their first year under the direction of Gina Lucente and Chrissy Higgins. The squad is composed of second, third and fourth grade girls from our Saint Mary Magdalen School. Members of the team are:  4th graders: Nicole Bewley, Catherine Conroy, Jackie Fuessinger, Samantha Ghaul, Mia Lucente, Lauren Magnarelli, Aine McAleese, Julia Randazzo and Hailie Zampino. 3rd graders: Angela Collins, Anna DiCandilo, Kristina Goldhorn. 2nd graders: Robin Higgins, Marisa Lucente, Molly McCarthy, Ryan Morrow, Mary Pahides, Alexis Sarne, Sarah Sposato and Lucy Stewart, Sarah Sposato, Lucy Stewart. The Hawk, Jack Brinker

SENIORS LENTEN DAY OF REFLECTION

Please join Saint Mary Magdalen Seniors for a Lenten Day of Reflection at the beautiful St. Raphaela Center in Haverford, PA on March 30th at 9:00AM to 3:00PM -the cost is $35.00 which includes a Continental Breakfast, Prayers and Reflection, Mass, and Hot Lunch. Please make checks payable to St. Mary Magdalen Seniors and mail it to Joe Canamucio, 131 Abbey Terrace, Drexel Hill, PA 19026. For information please call Bill Moore at 610-891-9219.

THE CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS 

OF CHESTER COUNTY (CYACC)

The CYACC continues to have weekly meetings on Wednesday nights at 7:30PM at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 110 West Market Street in downtown West Chester.  There is free parking in the garage at 220 West Market Street.  Fr. Stephen DeLacy “Confession”,  Courtship:  Part II, March 2:  Holy Hour, March 9:  Ash Wednesday:  Mass with Fr. Jeff at K of C Hall.March 16: Dr. John Haas “Bioethics” March 23: Dr. David Thunder, “What is a Vocation and How do we discern it?”
Young adults in their 20’s & 30”s are most welcome.  Any questions contact Fr. Jeffrey Rott at jrott@simonandjude.org. For more information go to www.cyacc.org 

WOMEN AFIRE RETREAT

Come to a weekend of prayer, reflection, healing and joy – “Lord, if you choose, you can heal me.” Lk.:12 – presented by Fr. Stephen DeLacy and the Women Afire team with music by Marty Rotella. It is being held at the beautiful Family Life Center at Malvern Retreat House, Malvern, PA, March 18-20. Register by calling 610-644-0400 or online at www.malvernretreat.com.

YOUTH FOR THE EUCHARIST –

DELAWARE COUNTY -Youth for the Eucharist

March 20th at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Springfield 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

Join youth from all over Delaware County for an amazing night of Eucharistic Adoration with live music, the opportunity for the sacrament of Reconciliation, social time & a snack.The Holy Hour will be celebrated by Monsignor George Majoros, Vicar for Delaware County. The event is free and open to all youth and young at heart from throughout the Archdiocese. For more information, please contact Abbie Langsdorf at the Office for Youth and Young Adults at 215-965-4625.

NOTRE DAME CLASS OF ’66 FALL REUNION
Please email Linda Kaminski Humphrey at lhumphrey711@earthlink.net
ANNUAL ARCHDIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASSES

The annual Wedding Anniversary masses with Cardinal Justin Rigali will be on Sunday, May 15, 2011, in the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul. There are two Masses: 11:00AM, for couples celebrating 50 or more years of marriage from Philadelphia and Montgomery counties; and 2:30PM, for couples celebrating 50 or more years of marriage from bucks, Chester, and Delaware counties, and couples celebrating 25 or more years of marriage from all counties. For those with disabilities, an access ramp is on the parking lot side of the Cathedral. Please contact the Family Life Office at 215-587-3516 if someone will need special help.
MOM HEART OF THE HOME

On Saturday, March 19, the Chester County’s MOM – Heart of the Home will offer it’s 17th annual day of renewal at Bishop Shanahan High School. This year the theme is God’s Mercy. From 9AM to 3:30PM come join 300 mothers to listen to Karen Truncellito (teacher, author and Youth minister from Ss. Philip and James Parish) and Maryanne Thompson (Adult Faith Formation Director) share their experiences and how they have applied them to their role as mothers. Father Francis Mulranen, Pastor of St. Cecilia’s in Coatesville will be officiating mass and sister Mary Ellen Tennity will also be back to share her insights on motherhood! This is something you definitely do not want to miss!

Registration is $25 ($30 March 7 – 13) and includes a boxed lunch. To register, go to www.mom-heartofthehome.org/events.html, or contact Parish Rep, Deb MacKenzie at 610-269-2512 or dmackenzie@schubert.com for details.

TALK TO ME!
4 Weeks, $40, Thursdays, Start Mar. 3, 7:00-8:00 PM

Penncrest High School, Room 102A

Learn basic phrases, words and greetings in over two dozen languages including Spanish, Russian, Arabic, Hindi, Mandarin and Korean. Students will receive all necessary course material including word lists and a full-color world map (courtesy of “Doctors Without Borders”). A fun, phonetic experience. For registration information call 610-459-4995 or 610-565-3784 or log onto www.rtmsd.org.

VACATION CRUISES WITH MONSIGNOR
Join Msgr. Chieffo on July 27 to August 7, 2011 – 12 Day Alaska Cruise. Call Premier Travel Agency, Inc. and ask for Maureen for more details! 610-285-1868

TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM  Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions. Join me on In His Sign Network in a spiritual teaching on our faith.  
SPIRITUALITY OF THE TWELVE STEPS
Reflection on the Spirituality of the Twelve Steps: The IHM Retreat Center (on the grounds of St. Aloysius Academy, 401 S. Bryn Mawr Ave, Bryn Mawr) offers a program for persons in recovery, family members, and friends on Saturday, March 12, 9:30AM – 2:30PM. It will provide time for reflection, quiet, Mass and group participation. The presenter will be Rev. William E. Dean. Light breakfast and lunch included. Stipend: $35. To register, please call 610-581-0120 or email ihmconference@verizon.net by March 5.

TEEN CONVOCATION

What’s love got to do with it? Everything! Come to the Teen Convocation on Sunday, March 6, 2011 (10:30 AM to 5:30 PM) at Archbishop Carroll High School. Teens from throughout the Archdiocese will gather for fun, good music, food and faith. Sunday Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Michael Fitzgerald. For more information visit: 
http://archdiocese-phl.org/catechetical/.

SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE

October 9 – 18, 2011; Spiritual Director: Fr. Len Lewandowki. Please call Fr. Len at 610-324-0846 for details. ($2,000 per person double occupancy)

PARISH NIGHT

Monsignor Bonner and Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High School will be hosting a Parish Night on Monday evening, February 28, 2011 from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM. All students in Grades 6, 7 and 8 are welcome to attend this event. Bonner and Prendie will be presenting an interactive format with Administrators, Faculty and Students.  Also, please mark your calendars for an Open House at Bonner and Prendie on Sunday, March 6, 2011. We will begin with Mass at 11:00 am in Prendie’s Chapel followed by tours until 2:00 pm. Please RSVP for the above events to Mr. Thomas Oropeza, director of Admissions, 610-259-0280 ext. 1206. 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Saturday, March 5

    5:30PM –C. & C. Casey Robinson, O. Patane
Sunday, March 6
    7:30AM  A. Gargano, M. McFadden
  10:00AM  M. Bastion, M. Matteo, J. McLarney

  11:30AM  H. Laut, S. McCloskey, A. Ciro
    5:30 PM  M. Courter, R. Hallinan 
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