Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
You are Salt of the Earth - February 6, 2011

Isaiah 58:7-10 Shine in Darkness
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 Proclaim the Good News
Matthew 5:13-16 Light of the World

Gospel Summary – It is common for us in our times to be careful about the salt we use.  However, in Jesus’ day, salt was a very important commodity.  It was used to pay salaries.  Like us, people used salt to flavor food.  But, because there was no refrigeration, salt was also used to preserve food.  That is why, when Jesus called his disciples “salt” and “light,” he declared their great importance.  What was a significant importance to Jesus was the enthusiasm with which the disciples spread the Good News.
Reflection for Families – Imagine taking your child (ren) on a hike in the woods at night.  A small flashlight will never do.  Not even the type that takes “C” batteries will give enough light.  No, you will need the heavy-duty-light-up-the –next-mile type of camping lantern.  This is so you and your children don’t trip on any roots or uneven ground or lose the trail.  In just the same way, we are light for our children.  What they see us do and how we live our faith exhibits the magnitude of the flashlight we choose.
Bringing the Gospel into Your Family – Gather all the candles in the house and set them on the table at meal time.  Try to have enough candles burning so that theirs is the only light you have in the room.  As you eat, talk together about how each member of the family is light to one another and to others.  You might get the conversation going by asking what difference the candlelight makes in your otherwise dark room.
Bread & Wine - In Memory of John Peacock

Chapel Flowers-In Memory of Patrick Cotter
HOPE MEAL PROGRAM

Week of February 6th
Colleen Rogers – 610-565-3425
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Jesus is the Light and Salt we need to guide our life and keep it fresh and flavored.  Enjoy Jesus in Reconciliation and Adoration. To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739.  We are in need of Adorers on Monday’s @ 7AM and Tuesday @ 2AM. Wednesday 12-1AM. We are grateful to all our adorers and all who pray for us.  Please come and enjoy Jesus as your Savior.
MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, February 5
  8:30AM Frances Manning
  5:30PM Elizabeth Drum

SUNDAY, February 6
  7:30AM Albert Di Gregoria
10:00AM Richard Winfield
11:30AM Cas Holloway

  5:30PM Anthony DelBeato

MONDAY, February 7
  6:30AM Theresa Panichi
  8:30AM Audrey McCue
TUESDAY, February 8
  6:30AM Matthew Hallinan
  8:30AM Richard Winfield
WEDNESDAY, February 9
  6:30AM Gertrude Myers
  8:30AM Albert McMahon
THURSDAY, February 10
  6:30AM Sal & Rose Lenzi
  8:30AM Al & Josephine Giliotti
FRIDAY, February 11
  6:30AM Ints. of the Bassily Family
  8:30AM Cas Halloway
SATURDAY, February 12
  8:30AM Patricia Cosenza
  5:30PM Arlene Barna
SUNDAY, February 13
  7:30AM John Magee
10:00AM Rose Roselli
11:30AM Irene O’Malley
  5:30PM Gertrude Myers
CALL FOR CONVERSION AND HOLINESS

In his Pastoral Letter Called to Conversion and Holiness, Cardinal Rigali shares the pastoral initiatives currently in process in the Archdiocese. You are invited to read Cardinal Rigali’s Pastoral Letter that can be found in the narthex or on the home page of the Archdiocese – www.archphila.org.

In response to Cardinal Rigali’s Pastoral on Conversion and Holiness, our Pastoral Council recommended frequent reception of the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.  We will explain the parts of the Mass and especially invite you to prepare your soul for the sacred reception of the Eucharist by confessing our sins that wound our personal relationship with Jesus and His Body, the Church.  I remind the Eucharistic Ministers to hold the host eye to eye when you say, “The Body of Christ.”  Also please hold your hands in a throne like position as you receive the King of Kings.  Above all, come early to prepare for the celebration and leave Mass after the priest leads us out to love and serve the world.
CHRIST’S PRESENCE

IN THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

The first belief we bring to the Eucharist is that Christ is the Word of God. John’s Gospel (1:1-14) gives clear testimony to this article of faith: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…And the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” 
The Letter to the Hebrews sees Christ as the fulfillment of God’s self-communication to humans: “In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these last days He spoke to us through a son, whom He made heir of all things and through whom He created the universe, who is the refulgence of His glory, the very imprint of His being, and who sustains all things by His might word” (1:1-3).

We come to the Liturgy of the Word not just to hear words about Christ but to open ourselves to the Real Presence of Christ who speaks to us now through the reading of the Scriptures.  We allow Christ, the Word of God, to encounter us and to transform us by His Word. He stands at the door knocking. To anyone who hears His voice and opens the door He promises, “I will enter His house and dine with Him, and He with me” (Revelation 3:20).

The connection between receiving the Word of God and eating is clear when God then says to Ezekiel, “Son of man, eat what is before you; eat this scroll, then go, speak to the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth and he gave me the scroll to eat” (3:1-2). At the Liturgy of the Word we are called not just to hear God’s Word but to eat it, drink it in, let it enter into our minds, our hearts, our souls; to integrate it into the depths of our being so that it transforms us and becomes the inspiration for the way we live and relate to God and to others. This is of vital necessity for all of us Christians, but especially teachers, preachers, catechists, and parents. Like Ezekiel, we must absorb the Word of God into our being in order to be enlightened and empowered to communicate effectively this Word to others.

The inner connection between the Word and the Eucharist is also brought out in John’s gospel. It is the context of the multiplication of the loaves that John situates Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse. For John, Jesus is the Bread of Life in a double sense. “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst…For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day” (John 6:35,40 emphases mine). Then later Jesus proclaims: “I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died; this is the bead that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world…Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him” (4:48-51, 54-56).

GK Chesterton observed: “The way to love anything is to realize it may be lost.”  Do you love our God and our church as much as you love your family and friends?  Are you willing to sacrifice to nurture your faith and family by worship, education and charity?

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME

Renew Your Catholic Faith with Friends of SMM

Have you been inactive or lax in your trust in God and the Catholic Church?  Join us for a Lenten series to welcome you back home.
Parishioners and I will update you on the basics of Catholicism, and invites you to resume an active participation in your faith. Join us Tuesdays at 7 pm beginning March 10: Welcome/Overview, March 15: Stories of Faith, March 23 The Mass Explained, March 30: The Sacraments. Sponsored by Monsignor Chieffo and Parish Staff. Invite and join your returning friends or family members for the sessions to be held at St. Mary Magdalen’s St. Francis meeting room.

ALL PARISH RECITAL

Do you sing, play an instrument, or have any special talent that you would like to share?  On Saturday, April 2nd we will have a Parish Recital at 6:30PM right after the 5:30PM Mass.  Contact Mary Ellen Harris at Maryellen@stmarymagdalen.net or call the church office.  Please share your God-given talents with us all.
PARISH PICNIC AND SPONSORS
Joins for our meeting on February 23rd at 7 PM
On Palm Sunday, April 17th afternoon, join the Knights of Columbus for the Easter Egg Hunt and Parish Picnic.  Come and share your time and talents. Call Lori Stefano at 610-325-6888 or ldStefano@comcast.net.

Become a sponsor by donating a $100 or gift certificate:

We thank the following sponsors of our Parish Picnic

Center for Neuro Science Riddle Hospital (Dr David A Thomas); Ristorante La Locanda (Mario Palumbi & Franco Stefanatto); Produce Junction (Al Gentile); Judge Truscello Family, Hill Cadillac, Salon Jean Raymond.
A time to be baptized….Faye Cherie Donaghy, Maeve MacKenzie Gibbons, Charles Tiese Haenn
Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptism, Pre-Jordan class at 610-565-5736. Next class is March 16, 2011 at 7PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die…. Our sympathy and prayers to the families of our SMM Faith Community who have died: Ed Brennan (father of Regina Donato), Lillian DiColli (mother of Richard), Jack Mitchell, Margaret Ryan and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan William Harvey Thornton Farnsworth Bisbee, Daniel Brackle, Jean Brennan, Giana Campbell, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, John Daly, Paul Daniels, Chris DeFino, Patricia DeJesse, Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Gennela D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Anna Di Donato, Carla Donato, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Bernadette Farrell, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Michael Horan, Elliott & Henry Johnson, Lucille Konecny Caren Pappano Ladd,  Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Theresa MacCombie, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews, Agnes McFadden, Patrick McFadden, Rev. James Melle, Al Mestichelli, Cheri Minisci, Anne Miniszak, Pat Miniszak,  Eustace Mita, Jr, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III,  Bob Ruggieri, Phyllis Scott, John Shea, Dan Shellington, Nicholas Sigismondi, Joann Trolio, Louise Veit,  Dr. John Weigele, Francis Wesner. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you’re sick or need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mondays through Fridays from 8:30 AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch from Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home blessed, please call the parish office. Contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998 for a visit. 
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Msgr. Ralph.
H.O.P.E.  PRAYER CHAIN

HOPE accepts prayer requests to show our parish spiritual support during difficult times.  Contact Maria Flannery at 610-565-3144 for your prayer request and also to be a prayer warrior for SMM.  Lift up your fears and anxieties to God and receive his gracious peace.  All calls are confidential.
TAKE TIME TO RENEW YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski (610-566-3492) in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd&4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr.
SMM MOMS IN TOUCH

SMM Moms in Touch prays weekly on Tuesday mornings at 9:15 am in the St. John Neumann Room in the school.  Even if you are not comfortable praying in a group, just joining us and praying silently in your heart will add to the strength of all our prayers!  Small children are always welcome.  Email danawestby@hotmail.com or call 610-892-9680.
ROSARY and PRAYER FOR VOCATION

Join us every Tuesday in the chapel at 7:15PM to pray the Rosary.  What a wonderful way to enjoy the blessing of Jesus and Mary through all our joys, sorrows, and glories.   All are welcome.
SMM LEGION OF MARY
All are invited to attend every Tuesday evening at 7 PM in the lower Blessed Mother Church Ministry Room.  Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539.  Honor our Blessed Mother and pray the Rosary before the 8:30 AM Masses.
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If anyone did not have an opportunity to register their child as a new student for the academic year 2011 -2012, please stop by or call the school office. We will be most happy to assist you. Re-registration forms for in school families will be sent home via our Communication Envelope on Wednesday, February 2nd.

We congratulate our eighth grade students who have been awarded over $211,000.00 in scholarship monies for High School.  The following is a list of their names and scholarship awards: Matthew Bastian- an academic scholarship to Archmere Academy; Ciara Bauwens –an academic scholarship to Merion Mercy Academy; James Finnegan- an academic scholarship to Malvern Preparatory School and finalist for Archbishop Carroll academic scholarship; Avelina Gargano-an academic scholarship for the Country Day School of the Sacred Heart; Brendan Inglis- an academic scholarship to Malvern Preparatory School, an academic scholarship to Salesianum School, an academic scholarship to Archmere Academy; Sarah Jensen –an academic scholarship to Merion Mercy Academy and a candidate for the Merion Mercy Award for service, leadership, character, and scholarship. Anh-thu Le- an academic scholarship to Merion Mercy Academy; Fiona Magnanini- a finalist for an academic scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School; Jacqueline Magnarelli-an academic scholarship to Villa Maria Academy and a finalist for Archbishop Carroll academic scholarship; Jason McLarney- an academic scholarship to Archbishop Carroll and a finalist for an academic scholarship to Cardinal O’Hara High School; Casey Robinson- an academic scholarship to Villa Maria Academy, an academic scholarship to the Academy of Notre Dame de Namur and an academic scholarship to Merion Mercy Academy; Bryan Taylor-an academic scholarship to Salesianum School. We are most proud of these students.  Registration information: 610-565-1822

Celebrate our vision for learning…moral awareness, academic excellence, responsible

citizenship, and cultural development.

LITTLE CHURCH SCHOOL

Little Church School teaches children about God through arts and crafts, reading, and story-telling and small projects. Mrs. Anne Fenerty conducts a great class with a spirit of love and learning. Little Church School is held every Sunday during the 10:00 A.M. Liturgy in the Gathering Room. Parents bring your youngsters right to the Gathering Room and pick-up after Mass.
SMM YOUTH GROUP
SMM Youth Group is running strong The Sr Group will meet every other Thursday from 7:30-9PM.  This group is for students in high school.  The Jr Group night is now Wednesday from 7:30-9PM.  This group is for students in grades 6-8.  Enjoy new friends in Jesus: Junior YG: Wednesday January, 26 – Senior YG: Thursday & February 3.

JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 for information or visit our parish website.
NEW SCHOOL TUITION AND WEEKLY DUES

After meeting with the Parish Finance Committee and Home and School Board, we decided to raise school tuition $100 per child.  Instead of promoting multiple fundraisers in school and since the weekly contribution of $20 has not increased in the past 12 years, we decided to raise the weekly dues for parish school families to $25 a week this September.  We are also eliminating the SCRIP Program for lack of participation and the fact that businesses are not offering good dividends.

FINAL SCHOOL TUITION PAYMENT

The last tuition payment for this year was due on January 7, 2011. If you have not already done so please forward payment to school or parish office.  

SMM PARISH AUCTION& SOCIAL MARCH 2012

DANCING WITH THE SMM STARS
Plans are underway for our next Parish Social and Fundraiser to be held at the Drexelbrook on March 24, 2012.  "Dancing with the SMM Stars" will pair several of our own SMM "stars" with experienced ballroom dancers in a competition much like the popular TV show.  This promises to be an exciting night which will include a silent auction, great food & drinks, the competition and lots of dancing for everyone!   For more info or to volunteer, contact Marie or Kevin Keith, Chairman, mariekeith@comcast, 610-566-7964, or Co-Chairs - Gina  & Rich Lucente or Kathleen & Tom Chermol.   SAVE THE DATE: 
A recruitment party will be held at a future date for all those interested in learning more about becoming involved in this event.  If you are new to the parish and looking for a way to meet new friends and get involved in the Parish, this is a great opportunity.  We thank all the volunteers in the past who want you to enjoy the fun.
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING
All contributors were sent a personal thank you and itemized list of donations for the IRS. We praise God and thank you for your vibrant faith and generous commitment to the SMM Parish Family by sharing your time, talents and treasure.  Contact Mary Lou if there are any mistakes.  

+
YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US
January 30- $19,478.00
Last Year - $19,546.00
+

We are grateful for $50,000 transfer from our Religious Education Fund.  We thank Anthony Cardamone and our Board for their expertise and all who generously contributed $959,574.00.

Our Religious Education Endowment benefits our school, PREP, Youth Ministry and Adult Faith formation.  We are able to improve our parish programs due to your continued generosity.

SMM CHARITY BOARD MEETING

We will meet on Wednesday, February 23rd in Fr. Chieffo’s office. We thank all for donating in the Sunday Collections of which 5% is used for charities approved by our Board.  We welcome Joe Corr to the Board

PATHMARK SCRIP

We have $1,700 of Pathmark scrip for sale.  Since the Broomall store is now closed we are willing to sell this remaining scrip at a 5% discount.  There is a Pathmark open in Aston and Brookhaven. There is also a new superstore located where the old Valley Forge Music Fair used to be.

BUS TRANSPORTATION:  Bus will park at the corner of church, be careful! Bus pick up is at 9 AM- 9:15 AM from Lima Estates and pickup is at 9:20 until 9:30 AM from Sunrise at Granite.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Exciting News! St. Mary Magdalen is going to start a St. Vincent DePaul Conference. We are seeking new members. The St. Vincent DePaul Society was founded in Paris, France in 1833. There are over 800,000 members worldwide. We are in every state in the United States and 142 foreign countries. There are about seventy conferences in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

The main mission of the SVDP Society is to help those in need by person-to-person contact in the privacy and dignity of their home.

The SVDP mission statement reads in part as follows:

“Inspired by Gospel Values, the Society of Saint Vincent DePaul, a Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to the needy and suffering in the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and patron, Saint Vincent DePaul”.

There will be an informational meeting in the St. Francis room on February 24, 2011 at 7:30 PM. Please plan to attend. If you would like more information, please contact John Donohue at 610-359-9394. 

LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR
At the Liturgy of the Word, Marie Keith asked the little ones what is a Beatitude?  A little girl answered: “A beatitude is the attitude of a bee before it stings you!” 

THANK YOU FROM TEAM HOPE XI 2010

The Team Hope’s annual participation in Delaware County Hospitals 5K Walk/Run to fight cancer has been very overwhelming. There were approximately 235 walkers, runners and donators from St. Mary’s, who took part in this event. The funds raised by all members of Team Hope were approximately $11,235. This was our best year yet! This would not have been possible without the support of Mrs. Barbara Burke, the teachers, and last but not least, Msgr. Chieffo. I would like to mention that there were many children who gave their own pennies and dollars to help the cancer cause! The pizza party was won by Mrs. Pennacchia and Mrs. Hawkins’ 5th grade class who had approximately l99% of the grade participation. **You are an inspiration!**The money that was received will go locally to support the cancer cause at Delaware County Hospital. Next year’s race will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2011.I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your generosity. May God bless you! Sincerely, Nancy Hope

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Saturday, February 12

    5:30PM – R. Brennan, J. Conroy, S. Fulmer
Sunday, February 13
    7:30AM   A. Gargano, S. Newby
  10:00AM   M. Bradley, S. Jenson, C. Keith

  11:30AM   A. Battista, H. Laut, C. Toddy
    5:30 PM   M. Narzikul, K. Pahides

CALL FOR NEW ALTAR SERVERS

FIFTH GRADER AND UP NEEDED

Any fifth grade SMM or PREP student interested in joining the altar serving ministry is asked to attend two training seminars on Wednesday, February 16th and February 23rd from 3:00 to 5:30PM in the Church.  Please contact Karen Allen at mcglynnallen@verixon.net for further details.
HEALING AND H.O.P.E. HAPPENINGS

It is a snowy Jan. 26th when all has been postponed and school is cancelled. With the dormancy of winter, I take a moment to reflect on the perfect will of our Sweet Saving Jesus. I spent my morning canceling scheduled visits to take photos of our “Lenten Loving Bridge” partners with volunteer Trish Buckley until the driveways are safe for passage. While speaking to many of our snow bound elders in our parish, I was moved by their warm glowing spirits of HOPE and FAITH. Though many are physically alone in their homes, our beautiful sick, disabled, elderly and mostly homebound remain filled with Grace as they accept their sufferings gently and embrace these quiet days as gifts. They seem to be resting in the certainty of knowing that they are not forgotten by Jesus but carved in the Palm of His Sacred Hands. They are assured of His presence when even with 10 inches of snow, the Holy Spirit sent Sharon Kelleher to deliver a fresh hot meal to Doris Dolan as she spends these weeks convalescing with a fractured knee. Farney Bisbee was still able to serenade Bonnie Clark in gratitude for her visit last evening as she checked to make sure he was secure before the impending storm. Farney said that he has never felt so loved as when the Moms and Dads knock and enter his back door with meals and hugs and Eucharist. Almost 90 year old (this Ash Wednesday), Lucille Konecny was most excited to accept the invitation to be a Loving Bridge Partner for this Lent and to pair up in prayer with the SMM Prep program children and teachers. Margaret Libri opened wide her doors yesterday as nine of us enjoyed her chocolate cake and coffee over a sharing of our Sunday Gospel readings. One day the women of this new faith sharing group were going to visit her with  communion as SMM volunteers when her husband was sick and dying, and now Jesus has led them into a friendship where they share there Holy Spirits together. So dear family in Christ, I am reminded this snowy evening of the song whose words offer HOPE and LIGHT much like our HEALING and HOPE ministries do each day so selflessly: “Just remember in the Winter Far Beneath the Bitter Snow, Lies the seed that with the Son’s LOVE, in the Spring becomes the Rose. In Gratitude for your selfless “yes” to give your Utmost For His Glory.

Please email or call the Healing Ministry and the HOPE Program and volunteer. Step out in Faith that He is Leading you. Your Sister in Christ, Anita Morro R.N. B.S.N. Healing Ministry: anitasmm@verizon.net 610-566-8821 ext #121 HOPE Meal Program: nvernahope@comcast.net. Blessings, Anita Morro 

SMM ORPHANAGE IN KENYA

Monsignor George Grima informed us that he blessed the ground and construction will begin on the SMM OASIS OF PEACE ORPHANAGE.  If you would like to help with this parish stewardship outreach, write your check to SMM Charity for Kenya.  We have donated $37,000 so far and need $95,000.00 to finish the first building.  Do your best and God will do the rest to care for all God’s precious children.
VACATION CRUISES WITH MONSIGNOR
Join Msgr. Chieffo on July 27 to August 7, 2011 – 12 Day Alaska Cruise. Call Premier Travel Agency, Inc. and ask for Maureen for more details! 610-285-1868

SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE

October 9 – 18, 2011; Spiritual Director: Fr. Len Lewandowki. Please call Fr. Len at 610-324-0846 for details. ($2,000 per person double occupancy)

TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM  Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions. Join me on In His Sign Network in a spiritual teaching on our faith.  

SMM SENIORS

We will meet this Wednesday, February 9, 2011 in St. Francis Hall.  All are welcome to join us for entertainment and conversation. We have planned the following trips: “Yakov Smirnoff” at the Taj Mahal (April 5, 2011) for show, bus Buffet and $20.00 bonus. “42nd Street” at Resorts (June 9, 2011) $25.00 for show, bus and $5.00 bonus. “Oh What a Night” A tribute to Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. Trump Plaza (June 22, 2011) $69/00 for Show, Bus & Buffet and $20.00 bonus. For all trips please call Joe Profeta at 610-359-0931 or write him at 2689 Old Cedar Grove Rd., Broomall, PA 19008.  Thank you Joseph!!!

SENIORS LENTEN DAY OF REFLECTION

Please join Saint Mary Magdalen Seniors for a Lenten Day of Reflection at the beautiful St. Raphaela Center in Haverford, PA on March 30, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. the cost is $35.00 which includes a Continental Breakfast, Prayers and Reflection, Mass, and Hot Lunch. Please make checks payable to St. Mary Magdalen Seniors and mail it to Joe Canamucio, 131 Abbey Terrace, Drexel Hill, PA 19026. For information please call Bill Moore at 610-891-9219.

CYO SPRING SPORTS SIGN UPS

We thank the Board and coaches!!!

CYO SPRING Sports Sign Ups will be Thursday, February 10th from 6to 8PM.  Boys & Girls Track – Grades 6 to 8, Girls Lacrosse – Grades 6 to 8, Girls softball – Grades 5 to8 and Boys baseball – Grades 7 to 8.  Please visit website for forms and more info;  www.stmarymagdalen.net.cyo  
CARDINAL O’HARA FASHION SHOW

Cardinal O’Hara Fashion Show is Sunday, February 20 at the Springfield Country Club. This is a show of dancing, singing and fashion starring the Senior Class of 2011. Reserve your seats now for the 1:00 PM or 6:30PM show. Tickets are $45 each and include a full course lunch or dinner, door prizes, prizes and many surprises! Seating is limited. RSVP with Nancy Lamb at 610-544-2531 or lambsix@aol.com.

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
The parish instigated EFT for Sunday giving and tuition two years ago.  Many families have chosen this way of eliminating the panic to locate that Sunday envelope each week.  If you think this method of giving will work for you please complete an ACCOUNT DEBIT AUTHORIZATION form located in the narthex of our church.  Designate a monthly amount which we will debit for you on the 15th of each month.  Any questions, please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.
BLOCS SCHOLARSHIP PROCESS
Parents may download the BLOCS application beginning January 15, 2011 at www.BLOCS.org.  All applications for scholarships must be received by April 15, 2011 (no exceptions).  If a business organization submits funds to BLOCS and designates the funds to SMM School this is the best way to assure BLOCS funds for our parishioners.

KNIT A SCARF FOR A SOLDIER
Marian Moran, our Blue Star Mother, will invite us to continue supporting our military this weekend.

Here are the specifics for knitting wool scarves for our troops. My scarf dimensions are roughly 5 ft. long by 1 ft. wide. I use # 8 needles and Patons Classic Wool yarn that's size 4 (YOU MUST USE 100% WOOL YARN). I have done straight knit for the whole thing but that gets boring.  I prefer casting on 55 stitches and knitting 11 knit stitches, then 11 purl stitches, then 11 knit, etc.  We thank all who donated items for our military overseas and if you can knit a scarf, contact Marian Moran at 610-892-0255 or marianlmoran@hotmail
BETHESDA PROJECT

The first quarterly volunteer meeting of Bethesda volunteers has been held.  A representative of St. Norbert’s parish in Paoli was there to help us build a good foundation.  Those in attendance were filled with excitement and enthusiasm-what a great beginning. Looking for a way to get your family and friends involved?  I like to make one of the simple recipes like Jiffy Hot Dog/Bean Pot with my grandkids.  You just combine all the ingredients and freeze.  They are delighted to help and we have a fun time.  Casserole tins and recipes are available in the Narthex and the kitchen of the school.  Casseroles can be brought to school any time during regular hours.  February 20th will be the next regular casserole Sunday.  Log on to www.bethesdaproject.org for complete information on the wonderful works of Bethesda.   
SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION’

Please consider making a weekly donation especially this winter.  Items especially needed:  cake mix and icing, canned or boxed potatoes, canned fruit, canned stews and vegetables, cereal, coffee, cookies, crackers, diapers, formula, hot chocolate, juices, macaroni and cheese, oatmeal, pancake mix and syrup, pasta and sauce peanut butter and jelly, rice, snack, soup, spaghettios, tuna, shampoo, soaps and cleaning items.  “Live simply, that others may simply live.”- St Elizabeth Ann Seton
TEEN CONVOCATION

High School Teens: Join hundreds of other teens from across the Archdiocese for Teen Convocation 2011:  “His Love – Now and Forever.” This event will be held on Sunday, March 6, 2011 at Archbishop Carroll High School from 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM. Keynote Presenter Chris Padgett, musician and entertainer; will speak on the amazing power of God in our daily lives. Music will be provided by Mark Griswold and Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Michael J. Fitzgerald. The cost for the day is $20 per person. Registration materials are available on the web at www.archphila.org/catechetical or call 215-587-3760.
THE CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS 

OF CHESTER COUNTY (CYACC)

The CYACC continues to have weekly meetings on Wednesday nights at 7:30PM at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 110 West Market Street in downtown West Chester.  There is free parking in the garage at 220 West Market Street.  Our next months events and speakers include:   February 9:  Matt Pinto: “After life:  What We Know of Heaven, Hell and Purgatory”, February 16:  Fr. Stephen DeLacy “Confession”, February 23:  Katie Van Schaikik Courtship:  Part II, March 2:  Holy Hour, March 9:  Ash Wednesday:  Mass with Fr. Jeff at K of C Hall.

Young adults in their 20’s & 30”s are most welcome.  Any questions contact Fr. Jeffrey Rott at jrott@simonandjude.org. For more information go to www.cyacc.org 

WE THANK ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS CELEBRATION!!!
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