FEAST OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS Come To Me - July 3, 2011
Zechariah 9: 9-10 Your King Comes              Romans 8: 9, 11-13 The Spirit Helps
Gospel: Matthew 11: 25-30 My Yoke is Easy
Gospel Summary –Jesus called those who would follow him “infants.”  Compared to the Scribes and Pharisees they lacked social standing and religious expertise, but these infants were open to understanding.  It was the “wise” who were prevented from hearing Jesus offer his followers a lighter burden than that of the Jewish teachers. Reflection for Families – By the nature of parenting, we often find ourselves in positions of authority, power, and just being the person who “knows” the answer.  But how many times do we learn from our children?  They express their understandings of abstract ideas in such simple terms.  Pay close attention to your children this week and be quick to point out when they have taught you something or helped you see an old idea in a new way.
Bringing the Gospel Into the Family - Share a human interest story from the local newspaper.  With the whole Family try to determine how the people in the story either understood today’s Gospel as they simply acted as a child of God or how they received help from a child of God.  Try to recall a time when your family had such an experience.
HOPE MEAL PROGRAM will resume in September. Hope you all have a nice summer.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE Adoration will be closed from Thursday June 29 after the 8:30 Mass and reopen Tuesday, July 5th after the 8:30 AM Mass.  
+

To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739.  We are in need of Adorers on Tuesday @ 2AM. & Saturday @ 1AM. We are grateful to all our adorers and all who pray for us
SMM BLOOD DRIVE
Friday July -8-11 from 2:30PM – 8:30PM in the Father Hughes Parish Center. Appointments preferred. Call 800-RED CROSS or sign up at redcrossblood.org. We thank all!

        PLEASE PRAY FOR MORE PRIESTS
Due to a lack of priests, we will only have 6:30 AM Mass during July and August on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. On Mondays and Fridays, Deacon James will offer the liturgy of the word and Holy Communion. Mass intentions scheduled for Mondays and Fridays will be transferred to other available 6:30 AM Masses.  
MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY, July 2
  8:30AM   Connie Allison
  5:30PM    Ints of Pauline Walsh
SUNDAY, July 3
  7:30AM   Florence Fincke
10:00AM   Padrig Keane
11:30AM   Frances Dougherty
  5:30PM    People of the Parish
MONDAY, July 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY
  6:30AM   No services
  9:00AM   Dr. Orlando P. Tedesco 
TUESDAY, July 5
  6:30AM   Sgt. Louis N. Fastuca
  8:30AM   Verna Novelli 
WEDNESDAY, July 6
  6:30AM   Angela Quinlan
  8:30AM   John Ciancarelli
THURSDAY, July 7
  6:30AM   Joan E. Logan
  8:30AM   Jean Quarto
FRIDAY, July 8
  6:30AM   Communion Service
  8:30AM   William P. Murphy
SATURDAY, July 9
  8:30AM   Victims of Child Abuse
  5:30PM    Bob Russell
SUNDAY, July 10
  7:30AM   Eleanor Capista
10:00AM   Dr. Nicholas Pagliei
11:30AM   Michael Ciavardini
  5:30PM    Patricia DeJesse
BREAD & WINE
In memory of Anna & John Ferrantino
FOURTH OF JULY MASS IS AT 9 AM

COME PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY & CHURCH
PRAY FOR MERCY AND RECONCILIATION BETWEEN OUR PRIEST AND VICTIMS             One of the most difficult challenges our church faces these days is that of the clergy sex-abuse scandal. No one wants to talk about it, and no one wants to encounter it in the daily news. Most of us wish it would go away. But it happened and was, in many cases, mishandled over decades, and now it’s as if we’re living with a series of aftershocks. While the incidence of new offenses has finally slowed, revelations of obfuscation and cover-up continue to surface and more and more dioceses face the uncertainty of bankruptcy. 

The book of Genesis bears some interesting parallels with this ongoing scandal in the church, and perhaps it can offer us a path through the difficult times that may still lie ahead. Scripture scholars tell us that even within the Scriptures themselves, the terrible sin of Sodom and Gomorrah is variously interpreted as homosexual activity, social injustice, disregard for the poor or general immorality. Likewise, experts and ordinary Catholics alike will offer a wide variety of reasons for the sex-abuse scandal. In both cases, however, we know that a terrible violation of the human person is at the heart of the sin.  Even Jesus warns us that God condemns anyone who abuses or even gives scandal to children: “It is better for that person to hang a millstone around his neck and be thrown into the sea.”

Abraham rightly argues with the Lord himself that it’s not fair to punish the good along with the wicked. He knows, as Moses and Jesus will later affirm that God’s very nature is marked by mercy and forgiveness. But, as the story unfolds, we discover that a third trait of the divine is always justice. And, in fact, Abraham proves to be overly optimistic in his assessment of his neighbors. Not even ten righteous men will be found in the two cities. Thankfully our situation is far from being this dire. There are many, many good men at all levels of the church’s hierarchy, and we pray that they are working toward some kind of justice for all involved in this terrible scandal.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells those who would follow him to offer no excuses in their commitment to the way. We will do well to heed his words.
The Holy Spirit transfers us from the kingdom of Satan’s spirit of sin, selfishness and death and transforms us into the precious children of the kingdom of life and love through Christ Jesus.  Take time to renew your commitment to developing a personal friendship with Jesus by practicing daily prayer, weekly worship, study of the faith, and performing acts of charity.  The Holy Spirit promises you the grace and guidance to run the race of fidelity, fight the good fight of faith, and achieve the eternal reward of life and joy with the Communion of the Saints, our loved ones who have gone before us.
As we celebrate the blessing of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the spiritual communion of our parish that nourishes all believers, pray that we may pass on the gift of faith to our children.  Is your life with Jesus helping you become a more loving person?
[image: image1.wmf]The wheel diagram: The Christian life can be pictured as a wheel. The rim of the wheel represents the Christian’s daily life. The hub of the wheel is the source of power and direction for the whole wheel. It holds the wheel together. The hub of the Christian life is Christ himself (on the throne, the center). In order to transmit the power and direction from the hub to the rim, spokes are needed. Some spokes in the Christian life are prayer, study, service, and community. These are means to put our whole life in contact with Christ, so that he can transform it with his power and directions. 
SMM HEALING MASS
Thursday, July 21 at 7:30 PM

On the vigil of the Feast of St. Mary Magdalen, we will have a Healing Mass at 7:30 PM on Thursday, July 21st.

We invite all to come and pray for personal and communal healing for all suffering from spiritual, emotional, social and physical illnesses and fears.

NEW SCHOOL SIGN TO SMM

Many thanks to Judge Anthony & Carolyn Truscello, Nick Merlino, Gricco’s Auto Services Inc, Gaetano Fizzano, A-Jon Cement, Carl Galantino, Joseph Conan,  Fizzano Brothers.  If you want to dedicate the sign in honor of a loved one, see Msgr. Ralph

PREP INFORMATION

Registrations forms for the 2011-2012 Prep Program have been mailed to all current Prep families. Registration forms are also available in the Church Narthex. Please call with any concerns or questions at 610-565-5782.  Deacon James will be visiting the PREP Families, so that we can better serve our children as they partner with our teachers to make sure our children are formed as Christians.  I will also be visiting our new families so that we can invite you to join our many ministries.  Call Deacon or me at the Parish offices for a prayerful visit.  We welcome Sister Mary James.  Sister will begin her service July 15th.  You can welcome her at her E-mail: prep@stmarymagdalen.net
Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptismal class for all parents. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die… Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community who have died Msgr. James J. Foley, Dante Angelini, Bernadette Bruni Bongiorno, -+Sister Cecil Gabriel and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
 A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Nina and Alfonzo Baldi, Farnsworth Bisbee, Jean Brennan, Bernie Brill, Giana Campbell, Antonette Carlino, (cousin) Ralph Chieffo, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Paul Daniels, Chris DeFino,  Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Gennela D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Bernadette Farrell, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Bill Greto, Helen Hartman,  Joan Husted, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson, Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,   Rev. James Melle, Carmella Messina, Al Mestichelli, Cheri & Larry Minisci, Anne Miniszak, Pat Miniszak,  Eustace Mita, Jr, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III,  Bob Ruggieri, Adeline Ruggieri, Carol Schwartz, Phyllis Scott, John Shea, Dan Shellington, Mark Storti, Laura Tomasetti, Joann Trolio, Anthony Truscello,  Louise Veit, Tom Ward Sr., Larry Weathers, Dr. John Weigele, Francis Wesner. 
Call Msgr. Ralph, if you need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998. 
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Msgr. Ralph.
JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We congratulate our members who were inducted into the Fourth Degree of Patriotism: Grand Knight Steven Visek, Dr. Barry Tortella, Lee Gardella, Al Newman, James Newman, and Msgr. Ralph Chieffo 

+
We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website. We were happy to sponsor the Easter Egg Hunt and assist at the parish picnic. We look forward to our Pancake Breakfast on October 2.  Come and be a Catholic Knight practicing faith and building a stronger culture of life.

BETHESDA PROJECT

Happy 4th of July!! Hope your summer is filled with fun times. Please set aside a few minutes to help those who are not so fortunate. Every casserole is a gift of love to 10 hungry people. Some rainy day, gather your family and make a casserole or two and send it on July 17th to bring some sunshine into the lives of those in need. Your efforts will be appreciated more than you will ever know.
CATHOLIC SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL CHOICE

No one who desires a Catholic education for their child should be left out.  Catholic families should be able to receive our share of our tax dollars to educate our sons and daughters as we so choose.  The Opportunity Scholarship Act (Senate Bill 1) will help thousands of families make that choice.  The Advocates for Catholic Education in Pennsylvania or ACE-PA is an extensive network of concerned parents, educators, board members, alumni and taxpayers who will speak with one loud voice on behalf of Catholic school students.  Sign-up at www.pachatholi.org/ace-pa and learn more about what you can do to help pass Senate Bill 1 and make a brighter future for all children in Pennsylvania.

Let Msgr. Ralph know, if you would like to help.

DANCING WITH THE STARS

Interested in joining the fun? Have a donation? Just want to learn more? Contact: Marie Keith, chairman, 610-566-7964, mariekeith@comcast.net. 
ROSARY and PRAYER FOR VOCATION

Join us every Tuesday in the chapel at 7:15PM to pray the Rosary.  What a wonderful way to enjoy the blessing of Jesus & Mary through all our joys, sorrows & glories.   

STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING
We are grateful for your generous donations to Catholic Charities this month.  Know you touch many lives by your kindness.  Our SMM Charity Board distributed $76,634.00 to a variety of charities from the 5% taken from our weekly collections and special gifts for Orphanage in Kenya, BVM School, Darby, Mother of Sorrows School, Philadelphia, Interfaith Hospitality, Sisters of St. Francis, Bethesda and future SMM St.Vincent DePaul Conference

+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

June 26th - $20,914.00
Last Year –$18,505.50
Peter’s Pence - $2,099.00

The Endowment benefits our school, PREP, Youth Ministry, and adult formation class. 

Mrs. Burke’s Desk… 
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Have a safe and peace-filled summer! Celebrate God each week at Mass…we will see you in September! Registration information: 610-565-1822 OR 610-566-8821. Celebrate our vision for learning…moral awareness, academic excellence, responsible citizenship, and cultural development.  WE STILL HAVE ROOM FOR MORE STUDENTS!
SMM ALUMNI NEWS: The Cabrini College Class of 2011 voted Dolores Weathers, SMM Class of 2003, as the graduate who best fulfilled the ideas of the college. She received the Mother Ursula Award at the 2011 Commencement Ceremony on May 15 for Academic Achievement, Extra-curricula Activities, Leadership and Service. Each year, Cabrini’s graduating class votes on the recipient of the Mother Ursula Award. Dolores earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Exercise Science and Health Promotion. She was a member of the women’s lacrosse team for four years, and tutored anatomy and physiology, and exercise science and health courses. She also volunteered at the Drexel Neumann Academy in Chester tutoring elementary students.  
Caitlin Watson, SMM Class of 2002, graduated from Penn State with a degree in Elementary Education and writes, “Without SMM and the wonderful teachers and administration, I do not know if I would be where I am today! Having the experience I did at SMM definitely influenced my decision to become an educator to help our youth grow into outstanding individuals.” Chase Watson, SMM Class of 1997, is playing hockey professionally after graduating from Providence. Brett Watson, SMM Class of 1999, graduated from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst and is working for JP Morgan.

Jeff Dowd, SMM Class of 1990, is realtor with Zommick McMahon Commercial Real Estate for over the last 10 years. He has sold and leased numerous industrial, retail and office space transactions in the Delaware and Chester County areas.

Congratulations to these SMM graduates as they followed their dreams! The following received honors at Villa Maria Academy for the Second Semester: Distinguished Honors: Leah Lombardi First Honors: Madeline Inglis, Julianna Ricco, Ellen Wilson and Brenna Donato Second Honors: Johanna Lenahan, Michelle Dunn, Gianna Ciro and Celine Lombardi we’re very proud of you for your achievements.
COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL OF THE SACRED HEART: Highest Honors: Lauryn Elia, Stephanie Finley, and Lauren Grajewski. Honors: Katarina Kinslow and Marcela Marino.

Merion Mercy Academy: Distinguished Honors: Alexandra LaMonaca, Alyssia LaMonaca, Maura C. Murphy, Christina M. O’Shea, Mary A. Hope and Tammy H. Le. Honors: Clare M. Brabson, Jennifer C. Grugan, Jennifer A. Heinerichs, Kathryn M. Welliver, Sarah E. Byrnes, Taylor M. McElwee and Kathryn 
Alumni remember to save the date: November 12, 2011 for an All Class Reunion for those who attended SMM School from 1963 to 2003.  Information will be e-mailed or mailed to those who we have registered in the association.  If you wish to stay in contact simply e-mail presidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 at ext. 122.  Also, we would love to hear about our former students about what is happening in their lives.  Please e-mail us!

LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR

A little boy was in a relative’s wedding. As he was coming down the aisle, he would take two steps, stop, and turn to the crowd. While facing the crowd, he would put his hands up like claws and roar. So it went, step, step, ROAR, step, step, ROAR, all the way down the aisle. As you can imagine, the crowd was near tears from laughing so hard by the time he reached the pulpit. When asked what he was doing, the child sniffed and said, “I was being the Ring Bear.”
SMM CYO in need of coaches. We are in need of JV field hockey coach and JV volleyball coach. If interested, please contact Maureen Rennie mwardrennie@gmail.com or 610-405-2407.
RENEW AND REST IN THE EUCHARIST         Lord Jesus, today I renew my faith in your true presence in the Eucharist. I believe you come down from heaven to be present in the host at every Mass and remain with me in the Tabernacle. You are the source of my hope. I long to be united to you through this gift of yourself.  Increase my devotion to you in the Eucharist. 

 

1. Fear Not, It Is I: There was a bishop who would jokingly speak about the fact that he was not very good-looking; in fact, he had no problem recognizing that he was quite ugly. One day, a lady who appreciated this very holy man approached him and asked him to sign a photo of him she had just bought. She wanted to frame it and hang it in her living room. The bishop wrote on the photo, “Fear not, it is I.” Even though in the Eucharist we see a piece of bread, through our faith we believe that behind this veil is the body of Christ. So fear not, it is Christ. 

 2. How Can This Be?  The Jews disputed with Jesus about this difficult truth they found extremely hard to accept. So, too, many who go to Mass on Sunday don’t really believe in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. At times, maybe even we receive the Eucharist with a certain lack of awareness of what we are doing. In this way, just like these Jews, we allow a seed of doubt to enter our hearts. It is important to ask ourselves, “What do I do to ensure that I receive Christ in the Eucharist with the fitting dispositions of fervor, longing, gratitude, self-offering, etc.? Is what I’m presently doing enough?”

 3. You Will Never Die: Deep down in the heart of every man, woman and child there is a yearning to live forever. On earth, only the Eucharist, Christ himself, can satisfy that thirst for the eternal. That is why we can experience so much peace and joy when we live a true devotion to the Eucharist and receive Our Lord with great reverence, faith and love. Truly, the Eucharist is the bread of life.

 Conversation with Christ: Lord Jesus, I believe, but help my unbelief. Give me your Body in the Eucharist, and grant me the grace to grow every day in my faith in your real presence in the Eucharist. I will try to make it to an additional Mass some time during the week.
HOPE MINISTRY: JOIN US!!!

Pray and participate and enjoy the blessings of sharing your love. Please email or call the Healing Ministry and the HOPE Program and volunteer. Step out in Faith that He is Leading you. Your Sister in Christ, Anita Morro R.N. B.S.N. Healing Ministry: anitasmm@verizon.net 610-566-8821 ext #121 HOPE Meal Program: nvernahope@comcast.net. Blessings, Anita Morro 
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY

Delco IHN now has a website!  Please go to www.dcihn.org and check it out.  The website contains 2 informative videos and includes a Pay Pal site for anyone wishing to make a donation.  Find out more about this ministry and ways you can help. The families will be back at SMM the weeks of July 17 and August 28. If you would like to help out, go to www.mysignup.com/smmihn. The sign up sheet for August will go up later. Feel free to drop off your donation at any time if Sunday is a hardship. Please double bag. HUNGER NEVER TAKES A VACATION.  Donations by mail can still be sent to DCIHN PO Box 2384, Chester, PA  19013.

SMM LEGION OF MARY

HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

All are invited to attend every Tuesday evening at 7 PM in the lower BVM Ministry Room.  Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539
TAKE TIME TO RENEW YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski 610-566-3492 in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd& 4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr.

H.O.P.E.  PRAYER CHAIN

HOPE accepts prayer requests to show our parish spiritual support during difficult times.  Contact Maria Flannery at 610-565-3144 for your prayer request and also to be a prayer warrior for SMM.  Lift up your fears and anxieties to God and receive his gracious peace.  All calls are confidential.
ENJOY THE SACRAMENT OF PEACE AND LOVE BY RECEIVING CHRIST’S FORGIVENESS EACH SATURDAY AT 4:30 PM OR SEE MSGR. RALPH.

SMM Employment Network presents:

Thank You to Ed McLaughlin and all those who participated in the “Are You Linked IN?” workshop. In July, we have the following seminars: July 5: Networking Event for all Joseph’s People chapters. Held at Media Presbyterian at 7pm in Hassler Chapel. July 19:  “What’s In It for Me?” How to use the job description and posting to tailor your cover letter, resume, get through on-line applicant tracking systems and prepare for the interview. Presented by Phil DeMarra & John Senick, Chapter leaders for Joseph’s People-Reading. Held at Media Presbyterian at 7pm in Hassler Chapel. For more information or questions, send an e-mail to smmemploy@gmail.com or call Barb Stoyell-Mulholland at 484-420-4246.

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Saturday, July 9
  5:30PM –  Glen Volpe 
Sunday,    July 10
  7:30AM – A. DiCandilo, J. Weyler
10:00AM – M & C Verna
11:30AM – C. Boyle, M. Matteo
  5:30PM –  C. Mulhearn, J & M Klusarits
CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS OF CHESTER CO.

The Catholic Young Adults of Chester Co. (CYACC) continues to have weekly meetings on Wednesday nights at 7:30 PM at the Knights of Columbus Hall at 110 West Market Street in downtown West Chester. There is free parking in the garage at 220 West Market Street. Our next month’s events and speakers include: July 6: Holy Hour July 13: Catholic Quizzo July 20: TBA July 27: Joe Crawford, NBA Referee – “Forgiveness” Young adults in their 20’s and 30’s are most welcome. Any questions contact Fr. Jeffrey Rott at jrott@simonandjude.org. For more information go to www.cyacc.org
ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
The parish instigated EFT for Sunday giving and tuition two years ago.  Many families have chosen this way of eliminating the panic to locate that Sunday envelope each week.  If you think this method of giving will work for you please complete an ACCOUNT DEBIT AUTHORIZATION form located in the Narthex of our church.  Designate a monthly amount which we will debit for you on the 15th of each month.  Any questions, please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.  We thank you for your spiritual and financial support. Learn our Faith.
LIVE, LOVE AND LAUGH BY TRUSTING JESUS

PRAISE THE LORD
“Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary. Praise Him in His almighty heavens…Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise Him with the harp and lyre…praise Him with the strings and flute…Let every thing that has breath praise the Lord.” (Ps. 150) That would go for the organ which, by its breath, sounds notes of praise from the entire orchestra. We reason that the King of Kings is worthy of the King of instruments – hence, the investment in this “key player” in our services of worship.

“Speak to one another with Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 5:19-20) Congregational and choral music are central and permanent aspects of worship. The chief function of the organ is to lead the Church’s singing. And though it is an AID to worship, it is, in and of itself, an ACT of worship. Thought we sing in communion with all the saints, we hear heaven’s music as it echoes through the organ’s clear tones.

The second function of the organ is to express and to evoke the many and varied states of the heart involved in worship. Salutation, gratitude, introspection, mourning, contemplation, reverence, and repentance, resolve: The music moves and helps us to be moved along these lines.

Thirdly, the organ bears witness to the transcendent Source of Beauty. Its music gives us “timeless moments” of satisfaction coupled with a deeper and higher longing of Beauty itself: “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God” (Ps. 42:2) “Soli Deo Gloria” (To God alone is the glory)

MIKE DOYLE BASKETBALL CAMP
Basketball Camp will be held at St. Mary Magdalen the week of July 11-15, from 9:00AM-3:00PM. Lots of fun, great competition, and fabulous basketball instruction for students entering grades 2-6. Space is still available! Email doylehoops@comcast.net or call Mike at 610-565-5647 for more information. 

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI

On Thursday July 7, 2011 the St. James High School Alumni Assoc. will honor the deceased Diocesan priest, Marianists, and lay faculty who taught at the school.

Beginning at 12:00 PM the Alumni Assoc. will dedicate a plaque in memory of the deceased faculty and place a wreath at the grotto of the Blessed Mother.

The Alumni Assoc. cordially invites all former members Please call 610-876-2006 or email stjdoghouse@comcast.net if you plan to attend.

SAINT MARY MAGDALEN SENIORS

SMM Seniors have planned the following trips and all are welcome to join us. “Tomasello Winery Murder Mystery Lunch and Wine Tasting” (October 13, 2011) $58.00 includes Bus, Lunch Show. Bobby Vinton Holiday Show (December 1, 2011) $77.00 includes show, buffet, Bus and $20.00 bonus. “San Antonio, Texas Fiesta” (November 2 – 13, 2011) $1482 Double. Visit Nashville, Little rock, Dallas, San Antonio, Baton Rouge & more. (Senior Tours trip) Woodloch Pines Resort (April 16 – 20, 2012) Double $559.00. All meals, accommodations and activities and bus included. “14 Day Mediterranean & Greek Islands” (May 4 – 18, 2012) A Celebrity Cruise. Inside cabin $3522.00 and Veranda $4272.00. Includes Airfare from Philadelphia, Cruise & transfers. (Senior Tours Trip). For all trips please call Joe Profeta at 610-359-0931 or write him at 2689 Old Cedar Grove Rd., Broomall, PA 19008.
KNIGHTS TRIP TO OCEAN CITY, MD

Mater Dei Council 4129 of the Knights of Columbus in Newtown Square is sponsoring a 3-day trip (September 21 – 23) to Ocean City, MD. Cost ($339 double, $399 single, $326 triple) includes: deluxe transportation, stay at Flagship Oceanfront Hotel, 5 meals including one at the Historic Atlantic Hotel, tour of Assateague Island (home of the wild ponies), wine tasting and tour of Nassau Valley Vineyard, visit to the Sunfest Festival and Harrington Slot Casino (time permitting), entertainment at the Ocean City Jamboree, and MUCH, MORE!!! Seats are very limited. So make your reservation ASAP with $100, and pay the balance by August 2. Insurance protection for cancellation of the trip is available for $32.00 per person. Make checks payable to Mater Dei Home Association, and mail it to Jata Ghosh, 2213 Windsor Circle, Broomall, PA 19008 (610-353-0353). Bus will leave the council parking lot on Rt. 252 North in Newtown Square. Proceeds benefit the Knights’ charitable and humanitarian activities.

  VACATION CRUISES WITH MONSIGNOR
Join Msgr. Chieffo on July 27 to August 3, 2011 – 8 Day Alaska Cruise. Vancouver to Tracy Am & Sawyer Glaciers, Skagway, Glacier National Park, Juneau, and Ketchikan.  Call Premier Travel Agency, Inc. and ask for Maureen for more details! 610-285-1868

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

God wants to be part of you marriage all summer long. Bring a breath of fresh air to your relationship. . Our next weekend will be July 29 – 31, 2011. Early registration is highly recommended. For more info, call 1 800 456 8330 or visit our website at: www.wwme-philly.org. 
SMM SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012

We thank all for paying their tuition to meet our $1.7 million budget for our school. The first tuition payment for next year was due on May 6th.    In case you overlooked this date please mail your payment with the $25 late fee. If you have any questions contact Mary Lou in the Parish office X109.
As you may know, 43% of the school budget comes through our Sunday contributions. This year the subsidy to the school will be about $700,000.00 and next year it will increase to almost $800,000.00 for our $1.8 million dollar school budget. We installed three new air conditioners in the Pre-K, Reading and Challenge Rooms. We purchased 10 new computers and you can see a refurbished sign in front of school. The cost totaled almost $40,000.00 and we still need to buy furniture, desks and chairs for the Pre-K classroom. Anyone who can help by donating, send your check to SMM.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT TO HELP YOU
Used durable medical equipment for your loved ones:  We have a motorized wheelchair, wheelchairs, commodes, shower chairs, walkers. Please contact the Healing Ministry first for any donations, as we only accept the items that we need and have space enough to store: anitasmm@verizon.net  610-566-8821 ext. 121 
SUNDAY BUS TRANSPORTATION:  Bus will park at the corner of church, be careful! Bus pick up is at 9 AM- 9:15 AM from Lima Estates and pickup is at 9:20 until 9:30 AM from Sunrise at Granite.

BE TRANSFORMED INTO CHRIST AT MASS

Each Thursday after Mass, Msgr. Ralph will offer a spiritual retreat based on the parts of the Mass.  He will give a 15 minute talk immediately after Mass to help us be prepared for the Mass changes in Advent. 

ARE YOU HEADED FOR HEAVEN AND DO YOU WANT YOUR CHILDREN TO BE WITH YOU?   “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places,” Mother Teresa observed, “We all long for heaven where God is, but we have it in our power to be in heaven with him right now – to be happy with him at this very moment. But being happy with him now means: loving as he loves, helping as he helps, giving as he gives, serving as he serves, rescuing as he rescues, being with him for all the twenty-four hours, touching him in his distressing disguise.” What is that distressing disguise? The homeless, refugees from war-torn countries, victims of floods and earthquakes, people in grinding poverty, deported immigrants who only wanted to feed their families. Maybe not our idea of heaven, but one that God wants us to consider.
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