17th Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A
Look for the Good - July 24, 2011

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 Ask for Wisdom
Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30 He Glorifies Us
Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 Do You Understand?

Gospel Summary – Jesus compared the Kingdom to a valuable treasure.  First it was a buried treasure and second it was like a rare and priceless pearl.  These findings were more valuable than anything we have known previously and that is what the Kingdom will be, too.  When we finally understand the kingdom of God, it will be like finding the greatest treasure we can imagine.  However, it will be God who sorts out the good from the bad.  Judgment is not ours.
Reflection for Families – We often let our children know what we think is valuable or what has little value.  Sometimes we do this with body language and facial expressions.  Sometimes we show them by what we choose to spend our time, money and energy on.  Think about your actions for just one day and make a mental list of what you have shown to be “jewels” in your life.  Be honest and if necessary, make some adjustments as a result of this reflection. Bringing the Gospel Into the Family – Look through family photos and identify members of your immediate and extended family.  Describe a way in which each one of those people is a special jewel in the Kingdom of God.  In what way does each person represent a special gift from God?
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739.  We are in need of Adorers on Tuesday @ 2AM. & Saturday @ 1AM. We are grateful to all our adorers and all who pray for us
HEAVEN IS FOR REAL BY TODD BURPO            “I tell you the truth, unless you become like a little child, you can not enter the kingdom of heaven”            A four year old boy, Colton Burpo, has a life after death experience and reveals the reality of heaven connected to us through personal experience you can not dream or imagine. This is awesome spiritual reading for all, especially for those who do not believe our loved ones and Jesus are still in spiritual union with us.  Colton Burpo will renew your faith in our Catholic Doctrines of heaven, the Communion of the Saints (Colton meets his grandfather), the role of angels, the sanctity of human life from conception (he meets his little sister who died due a two month miscarriage that he never knew).  The last chapter will increase your faith.  
PLEASE PRAY FOR MORE PRIESTS
Due to a lack of priests, we will only have 6:30 AM Mass during July and August on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Mass intentions scheduled for Mondays and Fridays will be transferred to other available 6:30 AM Masses.

MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY, July 23
  8:30AM   Michael Ciavardini
  5:30PM    Michael Ciavardini
SUNDAY, July 24
  7:30AM   Annemarie Toler
10:00AM   Richard Zimmerman
11:30AM   Michael Ciavardini 

  5:30PM    Sandra Franz
MONDAY, July 25
  6:30AM Communion Service

  8:30AM   Michael Ciavardini
TUESDAY, July 26
  6:30AM   Eleanor Calvitti
  8:30AM   Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Murphy & Family
WEDNESDAY, July 27
  6:30AM   Casimir De Cwikiel
  8:30AM   Michael Ciavardini
THURSDAY, July 28
  6:30AM   Elaine Fuessinger
  8:30AM   Michael Ciavardini
FRIDAY, July 29
  6:30AM   Communion Service
  8:30AM   Marie Ida & Michael Del Sordo
SATURDAY, July 30
  8:30AM   Marguerite Broglie
  5:30PM    In Honor of Mary Ostrander 88th yr.
SUNDAY, July 31
  7:30AM   People of the Parish
10:00AM   Michael Ciavardini
11:30AM   Doris E. LaMonaca
  5:30PM    Victor Matteo - 1 yr. Anniversary
Please pray for our parishioners and priests. Prayer to St. Mary Magdalen

By Monsignor Ralph J. Chieffo

Dear St. Mary Magdalen, through your friendship with our Lord, Jesus Christ, you were delivered from the seven demons of: pride, anger, lust, greed, envy, gluttony, and sloth.  Through the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit renew within us the sevenfold gifts of: wisdom, knowledge, understanding, counsel, courage, piety and fear of the Lord, so that like you, we too can announce the good news of our Risen Lord by a life of virtue.  Amen
JESUS IS THE PEARL OF GREAT VALUE
Father Cantalamessa taught me that praising God is the opposite of sin.  We certainly have to do our part in avoiding sin and Satan, but also all good things are a gift from God.  As we worship God in prayer, fast and perform acts of charity, then we stir into flame the grace of the Holy Spirit within and in between us to build a culture of life and harmony. Saint Augustine changed from being a philosopher searching for love and peace to becoming a priest theologian because he finally praised God and taught us: “Our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.”
 

 Sacred Heart of Jesus: A heart that always says “yes” is a heart that loves. Christ’s heart is a heart that loves all of us with a love that is infinite. The Sacred Heart of Jesus seeks to show mankind that his love reaches even to all those who say “no” to his will. His heart invites all of them back into his flock. We need never despair. All we have to do is turn back to him, convert. He is waiting for us with open arms.
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SAVE THE DATES TO RENEW YOUR FAITH
OCTORBER  5TH AT 7 PM- priest from Fr. Gobbi’s Marian Movement of Priests will speak here.

FEBRUARY 12-13 AT 7 PM Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa (Papal preacher) will speak of the partnership of the priesthood and laity renewing the Church through penance and reparation.

PREP  E-mail: prep@stmarymagdalen.net

Registration forms are available in the Church Narthex. Prep families are asked to check for an e-mail from Deacon James about home visits. Please call with any concerns or questions at 610-565-5782. Sister Mary James McCaffrey will be in the PREP Office in the St. Katherine Drexel room starting July 25th.  

MISSIONHURST MISSION APPEAL

On the weekend of July 30-31, we are happy to have Fr. Jan Demyttenaere, CICM, a Missionhurst missionary who will invite us to partner with the missionaries with your prayers and financial support.  A second collection will be taken.  Fr. Jan is assigned to the foreign mission of Brazil and will be sharing his life and dedication to the people he serves with us.
NEW FAMILIES WELCOME COFFEE         Sunday, July 24th following 10:00AM Mass in St. Francis Hall below and learn about our ministries.

Please join us for Coffee & Donuts to welcome the following new families into our parish family:        Harry & Frances Balkenhol, Theodore & Mary Reimel, Louise Smith, Elizabeth Hollingsworth, Edwin & Kathryne Hall, Rick & Christine Martin, Michael & Joy Foster, Michael & Bridget Sladek, Jeffrey & Sandra Nichols, Joseph & April Massi, Catherine Ard, Dylan & Patti Atkins, Joseph & Nancy Mannion, Michael & Renae Sirkin, Albert & Suzanne Pearce, Craig & Marisa Kocak, Joseph Durkin, Joseph & Kathleen Greim, Miles & Melynda Lota, Charles & Melissa Haebel, John Scott, Brendan & Elizabeth O'Connor, Joseph & Kristen Denahan, Agnes Iacona, Matthew & Maureen Segal, Thomas & Amy Densmore, Stephen & Lily Higgins, Michael & Brett Holloway, Ronald & Mary Jones, Jack & Kelly Fatica, Richard & Angela Franchi, Joseph D’Alonzo, Christina Manoogian, Gerald & Carol Vietro, Drew & Cynthia Creamer, David Pinter, John & Christine Hasson, Philip Luchshire, David & Karen Monastra, Nick & Kelly Cacciutti, Todd Kitchen, David & Megan Moore, James & Sonica Kearney, Nicholas & Aja Sannelli, Nicholas & Elizabeth Zammer, Art Giacomucci & Carolyn Nash. 
SCHOOL, PREP, CYO AND PARISH VOLUNTEERS WORKING WITH CHILDREN

Extremely Important: All volunteers must complete The Information and Communication Technology. Addendum. Please go to www.aoptraining.org. When you are done the 15 minute Video tape please print the results and copy and sign the form and return to school or the Parish office. Thank You.

WELCOME MARIE KEITH TO OUR STAFF
Mrs. Marie Keith will help us coordinate all our parish events and sponsor a monthly coffee to welcome our new families and help them participate in worship, study, ministries and social event.  

 Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptismal class for all parents.  Next Pre-Jordan is September 7, 2011. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die… Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community who have died, Carolyn Vernon DePaul, and (Dgt. Of Joan Verna) Irene Bianchi (Sister of Camille Antonello), Peggy Watson, all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
 A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Nina and Alfonzo Baldi, Rev. James R. Bajorek, Farnsworth Bisbee, Jean Brennan, Bernie Brill, Giana Campbell, (cousin) Ralph Chieffo, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Paul Daniels, Chris DeFino,  Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Gennela D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Bernadette Farrell, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Bill Greto, Helen Hartman,  Joan Husted, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson, Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,    Kathleen McAndrews, Rev. James Melle, Carmella Messina, Al Mestichelli, Cheri & Larry Minisci, Pat Miniszak,  Eustace Mita, Jr, Carolyn Naccarelli, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III,  Bob Ruggieri, Adeline Ruggieri, Carol Schwartz, Phyllis Scott, John Shea, Dan Shellington, Mark Storti, Laura Tomasetti, Joann Trolio, Anthony Truscello,  Louise Veit, Tom Ward Sr., Larry Weathers, Dr. John Weigele, Francis Wesner. 
Call Msgr. Ralph, if you need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
Abraham & Kelly Walters & Family, 
Robert & Jane Goggin.

See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998. 
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Msgr. Ralph.
REGISTRATION FOR ALL FAMILIES
Forms are available in the Narthex along with PREP registration and EFT forms.

We invite all people to register in the SMM Offices. If you come to church every week, but have not filled out a registration form, you are not registered. You will need to fill out a registration form.  Registration helps us to serve you when issuing letters in connection with sponsorship of Baptism, Confirmation or Matrimony. Baptism, Confirmation and Marriage are all sacraments which are taken very seriously. In order for you to receive a sacrament or play a role in someone else’s reception of a sacrament, you will need to be an active parishioner. When someone is asked to be a godparent or to sponsor someone’s Confirmation, a Letter of Eligibility is required from our Parish testifying that the godparent or sponsor is an active parishioner. A Letter of Eligibility is asking the priest to sign and acknowledge that the person is at least 16 years of age, confirmed, celebrating the sacraments regularly, and, if married, married in the Catholic Church. This person must be registered and an active member of the parish. If you move, we would appreciate a call to the Offices.

TAKE TIME TO RENEW YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski 610-566-3492 in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd& 4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr.
ARCHDIOCESAN MEN’S CONFERECE: March 3, 2012 at Archbishop Ryan from 8-3 PM.

A PSALM OF LAMENT AND PRAISE IN HONOR OF MY MOTHER, DOMENICA CHIEFFO               ON HER BIRTHDAY, AUGUST 3rd.


My God, my God, why have you left me orphaned and taken away the source of my life and my love?


O my God, I find myself crying and seeking your help, but the one who cried for me and cared for me day and night, lies cold and still.


I dial and surround myself with so many who offer sympathy and mourn my loss, rather than assure me that she will wake from her sleep.


I hold her close to me and draw her to my heart, but the one who calmed my fears, now frightens me, because she can no longer nurture me at her breast or fondle me on her lap.


O my God, can death come like a thief even in the mid-afternoon and rob me of my heart’s fondest treasure?


I fall on my knees and anoint her with the oil of healing, but I stand
empty knowing that her spirit has already left her and she will no longer sing to me.


Yet, you are her Father and I am only her son and like her made out of dust in your image and likeness.


No matter, how much comfort and consolation, I have offered to others in your name, I find myself paralyzed rather than praising you.


I tremble that I lack faith and others will mock me and think that I am a hypocrite that I cannot endure this common fate we must all face sooner or later.


What can I say to those who do not trust that you are with me, when I feel that you are as dead as my mother?


While my tongue is silent and my mind is disoriented, my heart abounds with a peace beyond all understanding.


I remember the waters of Baptism washed us clean and offered us the light of life beyond the darkness of the grave.


I recall your tender mercies we shared in your sacrament of peace that reconciled and rejuvenated our hearts that were in the depths of despair.


I delight in the strength and nourishment we both received at your altar as we broke bread and drank wine in memory of your Son sacrificed for us.


I rejoice celebrating her forty-eight years of fidelity and union with my father and the blessings of our family’s togetherness with five lovely grandsons.

I stand in awe and reverence in the ease in which she gifted me back to the service of God and surrendered my brother and sister to start their own families.


O my God, anoint me again with the chrism of salvation and the oil of gladness, so that I can find healing and hope.


For only you suffer and die with us and in three days rise to new life and love for us.


Touch the depths of my soul with your Holy Spirit, so that my heart and lips can again sing of your marvelous deeds.


Open my eyes and clear my mind that I may see the one I love at your side transformed into one of your saints.


Allow me to experience her intercession, as your dear mother, reaches out to us with your grace and guidance.


Above all, embrace me one day in your heart and home, so that I can join you with her and worship our Father forever.





Amen, Alleluia
ARE YOU CONTRACEPTING ARTIFICIALY?  Surveys state that a majority of Catholic couples use artificial means of contraception instead of Natural Family Planning.  Many Catholics joined the sexual revolution of the sixties and rejected the teaching of the church to practice responsible parenthood and contributed to the culture of death and dehumanizing persons, marriage and family.  Fifty years later, we face the breakdown of marriage, family life and respect for the sanctity of human life.  Divorce and cohabitation is the rule and abortion is the answer when contraception does not work. Now we are trying to engineer the human embryos to develop our own perfect person.
Blessed John Paul II introduced the biblical and personal “Theology of the Body” which reveres the plan of God for us and respects our human freedom. He invites us to examine our conscience:  Do I relate to my spouse and others as sex objects for personal pleasure alone?   Do I yearn for intimacy that connects me to a deeper emotional, intellectual and spiritual union with my spouse?  Does our love connect us to God and helps us to be life giving in the birth of children and developing deeper friendships?

Contact Msgr. Ralph or the Family Life Office for the Natural Family Planning Workshops, so that you can enrich your marriage, family, society and the church.  As followers of Jesus Christ in the Catholic Church, we need the blessings of God and the Church to properly prepare for the Communion of Saints in heaven.  We want to be with our families in heaven so we need to trust in the will of God revealed through Jesus and His Church.     Email – familfe @ adphila.org
ROSARY and PRAYER FOR VOCATION   Join us every Tuesday in the chapel at 7:15PM to pray the Rosary.  What a wonderful way to enjoy the blessing of Jesus & Mary through all our joys, sorrows & glories.   
YOU DO YOUR BEST AND

GOD WILL DO THE REST!

STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING
We are grateful for your generous donations to Catholic Charities this month.  Know you touch many lives by your kindness.  Our SMM Charity Board distributed $76,634.00 to a variety of charities from the 5% taken from our weekly collections and special gifts for Orphanage in Kenya, BVM School, Darby, Mother of Sorrows School, Philadelphia, Interfaith Hospitality, Sisters of St. Francis, Bethesda and future SMM St.Vincent DePaul Conference

+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

July 17- $15,479.00
Last Year –$18,367.24
The Endowment benefits our school, PREP, Youth Ministry, and adult formation class. 

DONATIONS FOR CHURCH ITEMS

Parishioners have asked if there are still church items for families to donate.  We still have the following:

Bell Tower - $200.000

Chairs (4) - $500

Chapel Stained Glass Window - $25,000

Choir Frontals - $600

Church Pews - $10,000 or half $5,000

Computers for school (10) - $800 each

Icon of Christ for Chapel - $1,500

Olive Wood Christmas Creche – Any Amount
SPONSOR a STUDENT PROGRAM
We have 13 children the parish will be assisting this coming school year.  To date we have awarded $19,610 in tuition assistance to families and have $10,046 available in the SAS Program to use.  Please help in any way you can to help us help them.

PARISHIONER EMAIL ADDRESSES Please send us your email address to info@stmarymagdalen.net so we can better communicate important parish information.  We want to make sure you know you are welcome to worship, learn and practice charity here at SMM.
Mrs. Burke’s Desk… 
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 We will continue to conduct and maintain Annual Reviews of the progress on our goals. Our work to maintain our accreditation is on-going.  Have a safe and peace-filled summer! Celebrate God each week at Mass…we will see you in September!  Registration information: 610-565-1822.  Celebrate our vision for learning…moral awareness, academic excellence, responsible citizenship, and cultural development.
SMM ALUMNI NEWS

SMM Alumni News: We love to hear about our former students about what is happening in their lives.  Angela LaMonaca, Class of SMM 2006, writes, “I am going to be a sophomore at High Point University this upcoming fall, studying Business Administration with a double minor in marketing and sales. Freshman year, second semester I made dean's list, as well as becoming a sister of Alpha Gamma Delta sorority, Gamma Eta chapter. I hold a scholarship position within my sorority, and I am a peer mentor within my school community.”

Alumni remember to save the date: November 12, 2011 for an All Class Reunion for those who attended SMM School from 1963 to 2003.  Information will be e-mailed or mailed to those who we have registered in the association.  Please stay in contact simply e-mail presidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 at ext. 122. 
H.O.P.E.  PRAYER CHAIN

HOPE accepts prayer requests to show our parish spiritual support during difficult times.  Contact Maria Flannery at 610-565-3144 for your prayer request and also to be a prayer warrior for SMM.  Lift up your fears and anxieties to God and receive his gracious peace.  All calls are confidential.
"DANCING WITH THE SMM STARS"
November 5th - "Reveal Party" - Plan to attend this fun event featuring food, music, dancing and the big "Reveal" of who will be representing SMM in "Dancing with the Stars".  This event will be held in the SMM Gym after the 5:30 pm Mass and all are welcome.  Tickets will go on sale in September.

March 17th, 2012 & March 18th, 2012 - "Auction Preview" - St. Francis Room following all Masses.   Come browse and start bidding on the many fabulous auction items prior to the Gala.  Learn how to place your bid using your cell phone or PC.   

March 24th - "Dancing with the SMM Stars" Gala - Drexelbrook.  You will not want to miss this exciting interactive event which is guaranteed to sell out.  Twelve SMM Parishioners will be paired with professional ballroom dancers to compete for the Mirror Ball Trophy at a Gala featuring silent auction, cocktails and an interactive buffet and dancing to the "Philly Party Band" which is sure to be the talk of the parish.  Have a donation?  Interested in getting involved?  If so, contact Marie Keith, Chair, marie@stmarymagdalen.net, or 610-566-7964.  

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER

Why hassle with weekly envelopes and wonder how much you have contributed, when you can let the bank and computer do it for you?
I strongly recommend EFT.     Msgr Ralph

The parish instigated EFT for Sunday giving and tuition two years ago.  Many families have chosen this way of eliminating the panic to locate that Sunday envelope each week.  If you think this method of giving will work for you please complete an ACCOUNT DEBIT AUTHORIZATION form located in the Narthex of our church.  Designate a monthly amount which we will debit for you on the 15th of each month.  Any questions, please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

HOPE MINISTRY: JOIN US!!!

We are grateful for the many volunteers. Pray and participate and enjoy the blessings of sharing your love. Please email or call the Healing Ministry and the HOPE Program and volunteer. Step out in Faith that He is Leading you. Your Sister in Christ, Anita Morro R.N. B.S.N. Healing Ministry: anitasmm@verizon.net 610-566-8821 ext #121 HOPE Meal Program: nvernahope@comcast.net. Blessings, Anita Morro 
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR LIFE
A CANDLELIGHT PRAYER VIGIL WILL BE HELD AT AREA ABORTION FACILITIES ON Friday evening, July29th.  You are invited to join in prayer to ask God to end the scourge of abortion in our land. Mass will be offered at 7:30PM at St. John Chrysostom Church in Wallingford.  Our prayer vigil will be held after Mass until 10:00PM at the main entrance of Crozer-Chester Medical Center- along the sidewalk.  For further information, please call:  Lori Cotterall – 610-328-3826.

SMM EMPLOYMENT NETWORK    smmemploy@gmail.com or call Barb/Paul at 484-420-4246. Industry leaders, professionals, and job-seekers: please join our LinkedIn group SMM Employment Network.

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Saturday, July 30
  5:30PM – C. Robinson, S. Fulmer 
Sunday,    July 31
  7:30AM –D. Busche, M. McFadden 
10:00AM –C. Stoyell-Mulholland, A. Ciro 
11:30AM –M. Matteo, M. Hennessy
  5:30PM –John & Michael Klusarits  

SMM LEGION OF MARY

HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

All are invited to attend every Tuesday evening at 7 PM in the lower BVM Ministry Room.  Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539
INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY
Thank you for helping us help others.
Delco IHN now has a website!  Please go to www.dcihn.org and check it out.  The website contains 2 informative videos for anyone wishing to make a donation.  Find out more about this ministry and ways you can help. The families will be back at SMM the week of August 28. If you would like to help out, go to www.mysignup.com/smmihn. The sign up sheet for August will go up later. 
GOD NEVER TAKES A VACATION NEITHER DOES HUNGER.
Please bring just one canned or boxed food item to church next weekend.  The Catholic Social Services food cupboard is bare.  They need your help.

Feel free to drop off your donation at any time if Sunday is a hardship. Please double bag. Items especially needed: cake mix & icing, canned or boxed potatoes, canned fruit, stews, & vegetables, cereal, coffee, cookies, crackers, diapers, formula, hot chocolate, juices, macaroni & cheese, oatmeal, pancake mix & syrup, pasta & sauce, peanut butter & jelly, rice, snacks, soup, spaghettios, tuna, shampoo, soaps & cleaning items. Donations by mail can still be sent to DCIHN PO Box 2384, Chester, PA 19013.
SMM CYO in need of coaches. We are in need of JV field hockey coach and JV volleyball coach. If interested, please contact Maureen Rennie mwardrennie@gmail.com or 610-405-2407.
JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website. We look forward to our Pancake Breakfast on October 2.  Come and be a Catholic Knight practicing faith and building a stronger culture of life.
BETHESDA PROJECT
What an exciting Casserole Sunday last week! We received 38 casseroles – food for 380 hungry people. We have been advised that they are in dire need of casseroles for the summer because so many people are on vacation and we are extremely grateful to those who picked up tins for next month - August 21st. Your support is amazing and much needed. Thank You.
TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.  We thank you for donating $600 for the program from our Healing Mass last month.  Please tune in and learn about our Faith.
SUNDAY BUS TRANSPORTATION:  Bus will park at the corner of church, be careful! Bus pick up is at 9 AM- 9:15 AM from Lima Estates and pickup is at 9:20 until 9:30 AM from Sunrise at Granite.

CATHOLIC SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL CHOICE

No one who desires a Catholic education for their child should be left out.  Catholic families should be able to receive our share of our tax dollars to educate our sons and daughters as we so choose.  The Opportunity Scholarship Act (Senate Bill 1) will help thousands of families make that choice.  The Advocates for Catholic Education in Pennsylvania or ACE-PA is an extensive network of concerned parents, educators, board members, alumni and taxpayers who will speak with one loud voice on behalf of Catholic school students.  Sign-up at www.pachatholi.org/ace-pa and learn more about what you can do to help pass Senate Bill 1 and make a brighter future for all children in Pennsylvania. Let Msgr. Ralph know, if you would like to help.

LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR

A female scripture scholar claims that the Book of Genesis is wrong about God creating man before woman.  She claims that God created Eve first and asked her if she wanted a companion to help her in her loneliness.  God warned her that her man would find it hard to listen, thinks he is in charge, and would not be able to focus on anything very long.  Eve agreed and God said to her:  “Keep an eye on him, take control, and don’t let him get away with anything!  You know, we ladies have to stick together.”

BE TRANSFORMED INTO CHRIST 

AT MASS

THE NEW MASS EXPLAINED 

PART BY PART by

MSGR. RALPH, DEACON JAMES AND MARY ELLEN HARRIS

Each Thursday at 9:15 AM                      

 In the St. Thomas Room – All are welcome!
PRO LIFE UNION OUTREACH

On August 5, the Pro-Life Union will be sponsoring an Outreach & Prayer event for Youths and Young Adults at the Philadelphia Women’s Center at 777 Appletree Street from 10:00 am until 11:00. The group is reaching out to women to help them understand the humanity of their unborn child and the damage inflicted on the mothers by the act of abortion. We will pray outside for a change of heart of the mothers going into this facility and for all the unborn babies. If you would like additional information, please contact Erin Stoyell-Mulholland @ 509-998-4717.

SMM CYO GOLF OUTING

To be held at Rolling Green Golf Club on Monday, September 26, 2011.  All proceeds from the tournament go toward the CYO general fund to cover the cost of all SMM CYO sports programs including equipment and uniforms for our children.  The CYO is in need of sponsors for the golf outing including Event Sponsors & Hole Sponsors.  Contact Keith Maguire for Event sponsorship kmaguire13@comcast.net or Jimmy Natale for Hole Sponsorship jimn22@xcomcast.net  Thank you for your support of the SMM CYO!!

OUR NEW ARCHBISHOP
On Tuesday, July 19, Pope Benedict named Archbishop Charles Chaput as the ninth Archbishop of Philadelphia. Bishop Chaput succeeds Cardinal Justin Rigali who has served the Archdiocese since 2003. Cardinal Rigali will remain a Cardinal for life and will retire to the Diocese of Knoxville,Tenn. where he was invited by good friend Bishop Richard Stika. Our Saint Mary Magdalen Parish thanks Cardinal Rigali for eight years of dedicated service. It was Cardinal Rigali who dedicated our new Church in 2008. Our thoughts and prayers will always be with the Cardinal who was thoroughly devoted to the people of our Archdiocese.

Archbishop Chaput (Shap-you) is a Native American and a Capuchin priest. He was ordained in 1970 and became a Bishop at age 43. He was then named as Bishop of Rapid City, South Dakota
and then Archbishop of Denver in 1997. After being introduced last Tuesday as the new Archbishop, Bishop Chaput concelebrated a Mass at the Cathedral with Cardinal Rigali. Archbishop Chaput will be formally installed at the Cathedral on Thursday, September 8 at 2:00 P.M. We warmly welcome our new Archbishop.
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