Third Sunday of Lent, Year A
Give Us to Drink - March 27, 2011

First Reading: Exodus 17:3-7 We are Thirsty
Second Reading: Roman 5:1-2, 5-8 We Boast in Hope
Gospel: John 4:5-42 Life giving Water

Gospel Summary – Jesus approached a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well and asked her for a drink of water.  This surprised the woman for several reasons.  In the first place, it was unlikely that a man would ask a woman for anything and even more unbelievable that Jesus, a Jew, would ask something of a Samaritan, a great enemy of the Jewish people, Jesus explained to her that our thirst would return if we drank water from the well; but if we drank the water Jesus offered us, we would never thirst again.  After Jesus told many things about her, she came to believe that He was the Son of God and called others to Him.
Reflection for Families – Jesus offers us living water just as He did to the woman at the well.  It is the water of salvation so when we stumble, we know that Jesus refreshes us with forgiveness.  This is helpful to remember on days when we are disappointed by our anger, impatience, and discouragement.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Mrs. Peggy O’Neill and Prayer Power

Enjoy Jesus in Reconciliation and Adoration!

Peggy O’Neill will invite all to enjoy the blessings of spending quality time thirsting for Jesus and Jesus thirsting for your heart and soul.  Peggy started Prayer Power at Saint Charles Seminary.  Lay people commit themselves to adoration in the seminary chapel to pray for perseverance of priests and for vocations to the priesthood.  We need more adorers in our parish.
To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739.  We are in need of Adorers on Monday’s @ 7AM and Tuesday @ 2AM. Wednesday 12-1AM. We are grateful to all our adorers and all who pray for us
BE TRANSFORMED INTO CHRIST AT MASS

THE NEW MASS EXPLAINED PART BY PART        

Join Msgr. Ralph in a video presentation by Ascension Press on the new mass changes and how we can reverently celebrate Mass this Wednesday at 9:15 AM and 7 PM in the parish offices.  This is a blessing for all who want to deepen their faith and receive the infinite graces of being transformed into Christ as we celebrate Mass.  We especially invite those who have not been practicing their faith.
MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, March 26
  8:30AM Margaret Shott
  5:30PM  Matthew Hallinan
SUNDAY, March 27
  7:30AM Anthony Libri
10:00AM Anthony Fizzano
11:30AM George Morris
  5:30PM Ed Brennan
MONDAY, March 28
  6:30AM Ints. of Maureen Wroblewski
  8:30AM Charles Chillemi
TUESDAY, March 29
  6:30AM Geraldine Marra
  8:30AM Thomas Flannery
WEDNESDAY, March 30
  6:30AM Rev. James Murphy
  8:30AM Harriet Mooney
THURSDAY, March 31
  6:30AM James S. Christie
  8:30AM Josephine Gavio
FRIDAY, April 1
  6:30AM Marie Juliana
  8:30AM Eleanor Flad
  7:00PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS  SATURDAY, April 2
  8:30AM Mary Weaver
  5:30PM Ovedia Salvatori
SUNDAY, April 3
  7:30AM John Magee
10:00AM Barbara Dzwonczyk
11:30AM William Coyle
  5:30PM Thomas & Frances Campbell
Bread & Wine – In memory of Lena Ferrantino
PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS AND OUR ILL

Please pray for Fr. James Hughes who had surgery this week at Fitzgerald Mercy Hospital and Fr. Bill Chiriaco who is in Bryn Mawr Hospital with pneumonia.

THE LORD BE WITH YOU
AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT
This is the new response for Mass this Advent which is the accurate translation of the Latin: Dominus vobiscum.  Et cum spiritu tuo.  When the priest greets us with the gift of the Lord, we respond with the intention of stirring the Holy Spirit within him.  At Confirmation Bishop John McIntyre will seal our young adults with the gift of the Holy Spirit so that they can become fully incorporated into the Body of Christ as adults. All of our 74 candidates will be at the 10 AM Mass on April 3rd so you can pray for them.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to renew your Confirmation gifts.
The candidates enjoyed a retreat to listen and learn how Jesus desires to stir into flame the Holy Spirit they received at Baptism when their parents promised to partner with them to help them grow into adult Christians.  At Confirmation the candidates will promise God, the church and their families that they are willing to grow in their faith through daily prayer and charity through the graces received from the reception of Holy Communion each week and the Sacrament of Reconciliation when they have sinned. 

We thank them for their many stewardship projects for their families and community that released the power of the Holy Spirit for the good of others. Please pray for them and their families that we as a parish family may inspire them by our Christian example.  Confirmation is Tuesday, April 12th at 4 PM.  All are welcome!
FIRST PENANCE SERVICE – THURSDAY, APRIL 7TH AT 7 PM.  Please pray for our children and families.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CLOTHING DRIVE -  on April 5th, 2011 from 9:00– 2:00. Please share your clothes with the needy.  Truck will be in front of church.
SEE JESUS IN OURSELVES AND OTHERS ESPECIALLY IN THOSE HURTING IN OUR FAMILIES, CHURCH, AND WORLD                  Cardinal Rigali met with all priests and reminded us to join him in praying for God’s compassionate healing for all the victims and for all our priests as  the grand jury  evaluates all our priests on leave.   We all have to do our best as priests, deacons, faculty, coaches and volunteers and parents, so that our children can grow in a safe and loving environment.  Please report any concerns.  Fr. Hughes, Fr. Mulgrew, Fr. Chiriaco and I are most grateful for your prayers and support. You are precious and our children our precious. Msgr. Ralph  Go to www.archphila.org for the Cardinal’s statement.
CELEBRATION OF LIFE

SMM is hosting a Mass in Celebration of the lives of our children who have gone before us on Wednesday, April 6, at 7:00PM. We who have lost a child of any age grieve constantly but we welcome the opportunity to celebrate their lives and thank God for the time he shared them with us. If you would like to have a picture of your child to place on the altar please bring it.   If you would like to attend the Mass and have your child’s name in the booklet, please e-mail marym19063@gmail.com. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara Eubanks (610-361-8787 – brierwood@live.com or Jean Cotter (610-565-3563) – j2215c@aol.com.
SPRING BEREAVEMENT PROGRAM

We will begin on April 11th at 7:00PM in the St Thomas Aquinas room. Anyone who is having a difficult time after a loss please come. Feel free to bring a friend or relative. We will also have guest speakers. Jesus is with you in your sorrow. Call Barbara Eubanks with any questions 610-361-8787.

PARISHIONER CONCERT APRIL 2ND -6:30PM
Please come and hear your fellow parishioners in concert.  Bernadette Ciavardini, Jeff Braconnier, Anita Morro, Catherine Ard, Tam, Anh-th, and Trang Le, Theresa Murtaugh, Kerry Ringiewicz, Peter Lerro, Regina Ciavardini, Joe & Jim Bodalski, Mark and Ryan Swingle, Shelly Zeller, Joe Monte, Stephanie Piraino , Patrick Davey and Megan Stangis.  It will be a wonderful evening.  Refreshments will be served in the St. Francis Meeting Room after the concert.  Cookies and cake are welcome.

PASSION PLAY HERE ON APRIL 3RD  at 2 PM
WERE YOU THERE WHEN THEY

CRUCIFIED MY LORD?

You are invited to come and witness how Jesus suffered, was crucified and died for us.  Sunday April 3rd at 2:00 PM in our church.  Your donation for the Welcome Center project at the Church/Shrine is very much appreciated.  Please make check payable to:  St. Peter the Apostle Church, St. John Neumann Filipino Community.  5th Street & Girard Avenue, Philadelphia
MEN’S SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE

Saturday, April 9, 2011 at Archbishop Ryan Ask yourself: Do I want to be a true man of faith? Do I want to be a better father and husband? Do I want to deepen my relationship with God? Then join the over 1,500 other men throughout the archdiocese in this day of personal reflection. The theme of this year’s conference is “Be Not Afraid”. Amid the turmoil and uncertainty surrounding our lives today, we hear the voice of Jesus assuring us that He is with us. Keynote speakers include Phil Martelli, Fran Dunphy, and Danny Abramowicz who will speak on the influence of their Catholic faith in their lives and professions. During the conference Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available. The day will conclude with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist with Justin Cardinal Rigali. We would like to invite all the men of the parish, especially our young men, to join us in this special day of spirit-filled talks and discussions. Registration forms are available in the vestibule or you can register online at www.mscphila.org. 
 Register for the bus leaving SMM at 7:30 AM in the parish office at 610-566-821 Ext 107!
A time to be Baptized…Catherine Ann Mulgrew and Ryan Michael McQuade, Jr.
Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptism, Pre-Jordan class at 610-565-5736. Next class is May 18, 2011 at 7PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die…. Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of David Skowronski (Edwina Amoroso brother), George Raudenbush (Father of Doreen Ortega), James White (Brother of Phil) our SMM Faith Community who have died:  and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes, Fr William Chiriaco,   Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Farnsworth Bisbee, Daniel Brackle, Jean Brennan, Giana Campbell, Ralph Chieffo (cousin), John Ciancarelli, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Jim Colgan, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Paul Daniels, Chris DeFino, Patricia DeJesse, Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Gennela D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Anna Di Donato, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Bernadette Farrell, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Michael Horan, Joan Husted, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson, Lucille Konecny Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Theresa MacCombie, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,   Rev. James Melle, Al Mestichelli, Cherie Minisci, Anne Miniszak, Pat Miniszak,  Eustace Mita, Jr, Richard Murphy, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III,  Bob Ruggieri, Phyllis Scott, John Shea, Dan Shellington, William Harvey Thornton, Joann Trolio, Louise Veit,  Dr. John Weigele, Francis Wesner, Ron Zimmerman. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you’re sick or need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
Catherine Ard, Michael & Renee Sirken, Joseph & Nancy Mannion & Family, Dylan & Patti Atkins & Family.  See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mondays through Fridays from 8:30 AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch from Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998. 
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Msgr. Ralph.
CONGRATULATIONS to Richard M. Springman and Laura Donze on their recent wedding.
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASSES

The Wedding Anniversary masses with Cardinal Justin Rigali will be on Sunday, May 15, 2011, in the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul at 2:30PM, for couples celebrating 25, 50 or more years of marriage. For those with disabilities, an access ramp is on the parking lot side of the Cathedral. Please contact the Family Life Office at 215-587-3516. 
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Before the summer arrives and your lives become very busy, our next couples experience will be May 13 – 15, 2011. For information or to register call 1 800 456 8330.
H.O.P.E.  PRAYER CHAIN

HOPE accepts prayer requests to show our parish spiritual support during difficult times.  Contact Maria Flannery at 610-565-3144 for your prayer request and also to be a prayer warrior for SMM.  Lift up your fears and anxieties to God and receive his gracious peace.  All calls are confidential.
ROSARY and PRAYER FOR VOCATION

Join us every Tuesday in the chapel at 7:15PM to pray the Rosary.  What a wonderful way to enjoy the blessing of Jesus and Mary through all our joys, sorrows, and glories.   All are welcome.
LITTLE CHURCH SCHOOL

Little Church School teaches children about God through arts and crafts, reading, and story-telling and small projects. Mrs. Anne Fenerty conducts a great class with a spirit of love and learning. Little Church School is held every Sunday during the 10:00 A.M. Liturgy in the Gathering Room. Parents bring your youngsters right to the Gathering Room and pick-up after Mass.
GOD HAS NO GRAND CHILDREN

EACH OF US MUST MAKE A PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO JESUS AND HIS CHURCH

TAKE TIME TO RENEW YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 
Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski (610-566-3492) in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd&4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr.
HEALING AND HOPE MINISTRY: JOIN US!!!

Please email or call the Healing Ministry and the HOPE Program and volunteer. Step out in Faith that He is Leading you. Your Sister in Christ, Anita Morro R.N. B.S.N. Healing Ministry: anitasmm@verizon.net 610-566-8821 ext #121 HOPE Meal Program: nvernahope@comcast.net. Blessings, Anita Morro 
HOPE MEAL PROGRAM
Pam Lairdieson – 610-353-0229
From Mrs. Burke’s Desk…

[image: image1.wmf]Our second trimester award ceremony will take place on Monday morning, March 28th immediately following prayers. At this time students in first through eighth grades will be honored for their work in Art, Music, Physical Education, Computers, and Library. Our Diligence in Studies and Principal’s Award will also be conferred. Please join our fourth to eighth graders as they journey with Jesus through the Stations of the Cross on Friday, April 1 at 1:10PM. All are warmly welcome to attend. It is a wonderful way to enhance your Lenten experience.  Registration information: 610-565-1822
SMM MOMS IN TOUCH

SMM Moms in Touch prays weekly on Tuesday mornings at 9:15 am in the St. John Neumann Room in the school.  Even if you are not comfortable praying in a group, just joining us and praying silently in your heart will add to the strength of all our prayers!  Small children are always welcome.  Email danawestby@hotmail.com or call 610-892-9680.
SMM LEGION OF MARY
HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

All are invited to attend every Tuesday evening at 7 PM in the lower Blessed Mother Church Ministry Room.  Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539
HEALING MASS –DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

SUNDAY, MAY 1ST AT 2 PM – Prayers
Mass and Procession at 3 PM

PARISH PICNIC AND SPONSORS

On Palm Sunday, April 17th afternoon, join the Knights of Columbus for the Easter Egg Hunt and Parish Picnic in the Parish Center and grounds.  Come and share your time and talents by contacting our coordinator: Lori Stefano at 610-325-6888 or ldStefano@comcast.net.

PARISH PICNIC ITINERARY

12:30 – 1:00 Easter Egg Hunt (outside).  We will be starting to serve lunch in the cafeteria.  Face Painting till 3:30.  “Fantastic Frankie” will be doing card tricks all day randomly.  Moon Bounces till 4:30.  Live Band.

1:45 – 1:50 Cheerleader will perform

1:50 - 2:00 Kids will sing in the choir

2:15 – 3:30 Outside activities (family games)

Become a sponsor by donating a $100 or gift certificate:

We thank the following sponsors of our Parish Picnic 

Center for Neuro Science Riddle Hospital

Dr David and Joanne Thomas

Ristorante La Locanda

                Mario Palumbi & Franco Stefanatto

Produce Junction - Al Gentile

Judge Truscello Family

Hill Cadillac

Salon Jean Raymond

Kevin T Coyne, Esq.

Mostardi Nursery

Moppert Brothers, Inc

Meissner Auto Sales

Oliver Heating & Cooling

Goldhorn Electrical Construction

O’Reilly Pontiac, Buick, GMC

Hagan Funeral Home - Gigi and Bill 

Ginny & Jim McHugh

Rodie & Tom Henson

Michael G DeFino, Esq.

Rafferty Subaru

Edgemont Flower Shop

UNO – Chicago Grill

Jean & Bill Cotter
Danny & Edwina Amoroso

Marie & Paul Berenato

James Durham
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

We are grateful to all who volunteered to be trained for our SMM St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference   We thank all who donated for our Sponsor a Student Program and remind all that requests for help must be in writing as soon as possible. 
+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

March 20th- $20,085.00
Last Year - $24,828.00
Church in Africa - $2,135.00
The Endowment benefits our school, PREP, Youth Ministry, and adult formation class. 

Balance is $960,928.09
 Join us for a video that will help us all learn the power of the Mass thanks to our Endowment.  

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
The parish instigated EFT for Sunday giving and tuition two years ago.  Many families have chosen this way of eliminating the panic to locate that Sunday envelope each week.  If you think this method of giving will work for you please complete an ACCOUNT DEBIT AUTHORIZATION form located in the narthex of our church.  Designate a monthly amount which we will debit for you on the 15th of each month.  Any questions, please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

SMM SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012
We thank all for paying their tuition to meet our $1.7 million budget for our school. Tuition bills for next, school year will be going out to each family on April 1st with the first payment due on May 6, 2011 (EFT families who completed new forms will be withdrawn on the 15th).  If you have any questions please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

TUITION ASSISTANCE SCHOLARSHIPS

Parents interested in applying for tuition assistance can download the BLOCS application beginning January 15, 2011 at www.BLOCS.org.  All applications for scholarships must be received by April 15, 2011 (no exceptions).  If a business organization submits funds to BLOCS and designates the funds to SMM School this is the best way to assure BLOCS funds for our parishioners.

SMM SPONSOR A STUDENT PROGRAM
Parents who feel they have a need of tuition assistance, beyond the BLOCS application, please contact Mary Lou at X109.  You will be asked to complete a set of confidential financial assistance scholarship forms which will be reviewed by our Scholarship Committee.  
SMM ALUMNI NEWS

Our Alumni Board met on March 9th and began planning our All Class Reunion in early November for those who attended SMM School in the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.  In April an e-mail will be sent to all those alumni who have registered in our association.  If you wish to register simply e-mail prsidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 ext. 122.  Also, we would love to hear about our former students and what is happening in their lives today.

We are grateful to those who volunteered to be our board members and share their time and talents in developing our SMM Alumni Association. They are: John Bonner (90), Jennifer McGowan Clark (92), Heidi Coffen (84), Michael D’Angelo (87), Mary Doyle Funchion (81), Laura Kaufman Kovacs (94), and Eusie Mita (91), Colleen Harvey Tegler (87), Al Tini (82), Steven Visek (84), and Jamie Yannacone (88).

HIGH SCHOOL CYO CHAMPS
On Sunday, March 6th, the SMM CYO Boys High School Varsity Basketball Team won the 2011 Archdiocese of Philadelphia Championship!   They are the first team in the history of SMM to win the High School Boys Basketball Archdiocesan Championship!  This past weekend, at Immaculata University, the team competed in the CYO PA State Championship and finished 4th in the Stat of PA.  The team is coached by Joe McCarthy, Joe Maylish, Mike Henry and Tommy McCarthy.  Players include seniors:  Peter Henson, Christian Canavarro and Tom Pastor.  Junior players include: Kyle Maylish, Buckley O’Brien, Grant Jamgochian, Bill Ghaul, Ian McClarney, Peter Scheuerman, Joe Sincavage, Dan Henry, Tom Naselli, Kenny DeStefano, Matt Narzikul and Joe McLaughlin.  Congratulation to the boys and their coaches!!

SMM CYO: Coaching applications are now being accepted for our fall 2011 and Winter 2011/12 programs for Cross Country, JV and Varsity Soccer, JV and Varsity Field Hockey, JV and Varsity Volleyball, JV and Varsity Basketball, High school Basketball, and Cheerleading. Please send your coaching application along with your Criminal & Child Abuse clearance forms to Maureen Rennie at 120 Gordon Drive, Media Pa 19063 by April 7, 2011.   We are grateful to Meg Fizzano, the Board, volunteers and parents.

MOTORIZED WHEEL CHAIR

We thank JoAnne and Dave Thomas for the chair.  If you need it contact Anita Morro.

BUS TRANSPORTATION:  Bus will park at the corner of church, be careful! Bus pick up is at 9 AM- 9:15 AM from Lima Estates and pickup is at 9:20 until 9:30 AM from Sunrise at Granite.

BETHESDA PROJECT

If you can’t make a casserole, please pray for the success of their quest to feed the hungry. The weekend of April 17th will be our next collection time. All help and support is greatly appreciated.

SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION’

Please consider making a weekly donation especially this winter.  Items especially needed:  cake mix and icing, canned or boxed potatoes, canned fruit, canned stews and vegetables, cereal, coffee, cookies, crackers, diapers, formula, hot chocolate, juices, macaroni and cheese, oatmeal, pancake mix and syrup, pasta and sauce peanut butter and jelly, rice, snacks soup, spaghettios, tuna, shampoo soaps and cleaning items.  

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Friday, April 1 - Stations of the Cross

    7:00 PM R. Hallinan, R. Lairdieson, M. Matteo
 Saturday, April 2
    5:30PM R. Allen J. & M. Nolen
Sunday, April 3
    7:30AM A. DiCandilo, M. McFadden
  10:00AM S. Jenson, L. Toretella, M. Verna
  11:30AM M. Gilligan, M. Matteo, C. Mulhearn
    5:30 PM R. Hallinan, K. Pahides
CPR REFRESHER SESSION

To all Ushers and parish members, a refresher session of CPR and the usage of the AED (Automated External Defibrillator) will be held on Tuesday, March 29 at 7:00 pm in the St. Francis Room in the church. Nationally renowned and parishioner Frank Poliafico, RN, Executive Director, Initial Life Support Foundation will be our instructor. There is a $15 fee for the course, (ushers will be taken care of by SMM). Please contact Pierina Antonello, RN if you would like to attend, pantonello@stmarymagdalen.net or 610-565-1822. 

SENIORS LENTEN DAY OF REFLECTION

Please join St Mary Magdalen Seniors for a Lenten Day of Reflection at the beautiful St. Raphaela Center in Haverford, PA on March 30th at 9:00AM to 3:00PM -the cost is $35.00 which includes a Continental Breakfast, Prayers and Reflection, Mass, and Hot Lunch. Please make checks payable to St. Mary Magdalen Seniors and mail it to Joe Canamucio, 131 Abbey Terrace, Drexel Hill, PA 19026. For information please call Bill Moore at 610-891-9219.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.” Since the release of the Grand Jury Report, the pain caused by the sin of the sexual abuse of minors by some clergy has again made itself felt in our midst. This is especially true for the victims of this abuse who experience anew the pain of their original suffering. We too share in this pain as we acknowledge their suffering and our own sorrow that such sin was committed within the community of the Church. 

Recently the priests of the Archdiocese and I met to discuss the issues of the Grand Jury Report. These meetings were extremely helpful to me since from our discussions I have been able to understand even more the effects of that report on our priests and on so many of you, the faithful of the Archdiocese. I am grateful to the priests for their candor in discussing this situation and for their concern for the needs of all of you whom they serve. Having heard our priests, I wish to renew the expression of my sorrow that victims of abuse again feel this pain and that the whole community of priests and people also suffer with them in this heavy burden.

In the context of Lent, I ask your continued encouragement and support for all our faithful priests who so generously serve in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. I also ask you to join me in praying for the healing of all victims and the community itself, in praying that all of us embrace conversion of heart and reach that holiness of life to which Jesus himself calls us. This is our Lenten journey. This is the journey we make together. In this formidable challenge, in this moment in the history of the Archdiocese, we rely on God’s help to turn away from sin, to be faithful to the Gospel and to know the healing that Jesus Christ alone gives us through His Cross and Resurrection. 

With confidence we entrust these hopes and prayers to Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of His Church. Sincerely, Cardinal Justin Rigali.
CONGRATULATIONS

To the students of Malvern Prep School who achieved honors:  Thomas and Patrick Allen, Luke Antonello, Colin Barker, Conor and Ryan Bradley, Connor Burke, Justin Coyle, Kenneth DeStefano, Nicholas Elia, Daniel Grandieri, Ian Kelleher, Kevin McGeary, Jr., Ian McLarney, Alex McLaughlin, Stephen Michael, David Monzo, Matthew Narzikul, Ryan Robinson, Ryan Rogers, Michael Stangis, Alexander Tammany and Andre Wilson.

CALL TO CONVERSION AND HOLINESS

The Sacrament of Confession – Let’s put this behind us – Jesus does not insult us, or our intelligence, by pretending that our sins do not exist.  The Cross certainly reminds us of their reality.  In the Sacrament of confession we humbly acknowledge the reality of our personal sins, not so that they can be masked or ignored, but so that they may truly be forgiven for what they are.  Then, we can put them behind us!

Receive the Peace of Christ in the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturdays at 4:30 PM. Read Cardinal Rigali’s Pastoral Letter that can be found on the home page of the Archdiocese www.archphila.org.

Interfaith Hospitality: A big Thank You to everyone who volunteered during our week of hosting. We couldn’t do it without you. Our next week of hosting Starts April 17th. Go to www.mysignup.com to volunteer for that week.

SMM PARISH AUCTION& SOCIAL MARCH 2012

DANCING WITH THE SMM STARS
Plans are underway for our next Parish Social and Fundraiser to be held at the Drexelbrook on March 24, 2012.  "Dancing with the SMM Stars" will pair several of our own SMM "stars" with experienced ballroom dancers in a competition much like the popular TV show.  This promises to be an exciting night which will include a silent auction, great food & drinks, with competition and lots of dancing for everyone!   For more info or to volunteer, contact Marie or Kevin Keith, Chairman, mariekeith@comcast, net 610-566-7964, or Co-Chairs - Gina & Rich Lucente or Kathleen & Tom Chermol.   
HAVE YOU BEEN TO YOUTH GROUP YET?

The Senior Youth Group for H.S. students meets every other Thursday from 7:30-9PM. The Junior Youth Group for 6-8th graders meets Wednesday from 7:30-9PM. This group is for students in grades 6-8. Senior YG: Thursday, March 31st. 

WALK AND RUN AGAINST HUNGER
Hunger is increasing in the city of Philadelphia.  Please join us for the Annual Philadelphia Walk & Run against Hunger on April 9th beginning at the Museum of Art (8:30 run Start’ 9:30 Walk Start) every step counts in the fight against hunger. For more information and registration go to www.hungerwalk.org. Please designate your contribution to Our Mother of Sorrows Hot Lunch Program and help fight hunger in West Philadelphia. For more information about the parish outreach programs, please call 215-878-0875. Thank you for your generous support through faithful volunteers from our parish who deliver the Aids for Friends meals to our neighbors in need. The needs in this corner of God’s world are great but we can make a difference because of generous hearts and hands like yours. Thank you, S. Nancy Roche, SSJ

VACATION CRUISES WITH MONSIGNOR
Join Msgr. Chieffo on July 27 to August 7, 2011 – 12 Day Alaska Cruise. Call Premier Travel Agency, Inc. and ask for Maureen for more details! 610-285-1868

JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website.

MONTE CARLO NIGHT

Come join the fun at SS. Simon & Jude’s 50th anniversary on Saturday May 14th from 6:30PM to 11:00PM in the Lower Level of Church.  $50 per ticket-includes $20 in Casino chips for gaming and prizes!  For questions and to purchase tickets contact:  Ruth Ayers at 610-692-3891.  Make checks payable to SS. Simon & Jude – Monte Carlo.

TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM  Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions. 
SMM HOME & SCHOOL SPRING FLOWER SALE –for purchase after all Masses on April 9th & 10th.

SAINT MARY MAGDALEN SENIORS welcome all to join us for conversation and pizza at our next meeting on April 13th. We have planned the following trips: Yakov Smirnoff” at the Taj Mahal (April 5, 2011) $69.00 for show, bus, buffet and $20.00 bonus. “42nd Street” at Resorts (June 9, 2011) $25.00 for show, bus and $5.00 bonus. Trump Plaza (June 22, 2011) for “Oh What A Night”.  A tribute to Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. $69.00 for show, bus and buffet and $20.00 bonus. “Chita Rivera” Songs of Broadway (Sept 21, 2011) $71.00 includes show, buffet, bus and $20.00 bonus. Bobby Vinton Holiday Show (Dec 1, 2011) $77.00 includes show, buffet, bus and $20.00 bonus. “San Antonio, Texas Fiesta” (Nov. 2-13, 2011) $1482 double. Visit Nashville, Little Rock, Dallas, San Antonio, Baton Rouge and more. (Senior Tours trip) Treasures of The Aegean - Greek Island cruise. (March 2012) From $4995.00, air from Philadelphia, seven day cruise, seven night in hotels. For all trips please call Joe Profeta at 610-359-0931 or write him at 2689 Old Cedar Grove Rd., Broomall, PA 19008. 
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