MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, April 30
  8:30 AM   Ints. of the Rayfield Family

  5:30PM     Miriam Thomas
SUNDAY, May 1

  7:30AM  Oe Tok Hwang
10:00AM John Sammaritano

11:30AM Matthew Hallinan

  3:00PM Dr Francis C Lazorik

  5:30PM  Emmett Poole
MONDAY, May 2
  6:30AM James Strong
  8:30AM Aida Whalon
TUESDAY, May 3
  6:30AM Antonius Jung
  8:30AM Salvatore Chillemi
WEDNESDAY, May 4
  6:30AM Agnes McFadden
  8:30AM James B. Holden
PARISH MAY PROCESSION

THURSDAY, May 5
  6:30AM Carol Sincavage& James Hrabovsky
  8:30AM  Isabel Bean and John Hartman
FRIDAY, May 6
  6:30 AM  Joan Divine
  8:30 AM  Eleanor Flad
SATURDAY, May 7
  8:30 AM Anne Tremont
  5:30PM   Edward C. Brennan
SUNDAY, May 8 MOTHER’S DAY
  7:30AM Gerald O’Brien
10:00AM Catherine Delahuntry
11:30AM Anthony D’Angelo
  5:30PM  Matt Mullin
HEALING MASS –DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

SUNDAY, MAY 1ST AT 2 PM – Prayers

 and the Sacrament of Reconciliation

Mass and Procession at 3 PM

Join our Choir in praying for God’s mercy.

+

This day Pope Benedict will beatify Pope John Paul II in Rome.  He died on the feast of Divine Mercy which he established and he will be recognized as a saint on the very same day.  Pray to him for renewed faith, hope and love in your heart, home and church. 
Brian Gail at our Men’s Conference challenged us that “If we do not seek God’s mercy in this life, we will face God’s justice.”  Prepare by receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation in this age of mercy so that we do not have to face the tsunami of sin, sadness and Satan which dehumanizes us instead of building a culture of life, love, and integrity.

DIVINE MERCY PRAYER
O Greatly Merciful God, Infinite Goodness, today all mankind calls out from the abyss of its misery to Your mercy- to Your compassion, O God; and it is with its mighty voice of misery that it cries out.  Gracious God, do not reject the prayer of this earth’s exiles!  O Lord, Goodness beyond our understand, Who are acquainted with our misery through and through, and know that by our own power we cannot ascend to You, we implore You:  anticipate us with Your grace and keep on increasing Your mercy in us, that we may faithfully do Your holy will all through our life and at death’s hour.  Let the omnipotence of Your mercy shield us from the darts of our salvation’s enemies, that we may with confidence, as Your children, await Your final coming-that day known to You alone.  And we expect to obtain everything promised us by Jesus in spite of all our wretchedness.  For Jesus is our Hope:  Through His merciful Heart, as through an open gate, we pass through to Heaven.  (Diary, 1570)
Bread, Wine and Sanctuary Candle

In memory of Robert Russell

PARISH MAY PROCESSION

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH
7:00PM IN THE CHURCH

As we begin the month of May dedicated to our Blessed Mother, I am very enthused that we will have a parish May Procession to pray for our personal and parish needs. The family that prays together grows in love, respect and responsibility to one another.  The increase in divorce, cohabitation, same sex relationships and a decreasing birthrate certainly motivates a ripple effect that endangers the stability and security of our children.  We sow what we reap.  We all need to ask God for the grace to deliver us from the deceptions of Satan who tempts us with a false freedom to be selfish and to trust in our Good Shepherd who commands us to love sacrificially for the good of others.  

For the spiritual welfare of our parish family and friends, I ask you to pray the Rosary and join us for the May Procession for the following intentions: 1. an increase of faith and worship, especially Sunday Mass; 2. respect for all persons and the sacredness of marriage and family life; 3. support for our religious leaders- priests, religious and parents, the primary spiritual teachers of children; 4. that SMM parish family will bring many to the light of Christ and the compassion of the Church 

All parishioners, students of our school, PREP, parish societies, organizations and ministry leaders are asked to invite all members to participate.  If you have a banner, please carry it in procession. We ask everyone to assemble in church and our school and PREP students in school. We will process praying the Rosary around the grounds and pause at Our Lady of Smiles grotto, our Pro Life Monument and close with Benediction.
ORDER OF PROCESSION – START IN CHURCH
Please be in church by 6:45 PM 
Knights of Columbus

Cross, candles and Altar Servers
Adult Choirs
Deacons and Priest

School Children and PREP students

Confirmation Class and First Communion Class

8th Graders and May Queen

Parents and Families of Children

Societies, Organizations and all adults
Marian devotions may take place within the family, around a "May Altar" consisting of a table with a Marian picture decorated with many May flowers. The family would pray together the rosary.[2] This specific devotion has been supported by several popes including Pope Pius XII.
The custom of the family recitation of the Holy Rosary is a most efficacious means. What a sweet sight - most pleasing to God - when, at eventide, the Christian home resounds with the frequent repetition of praises in honor of the High Queen of Heaven! Then the Rosary, recited in the family, assembled before the image of the Virgin, in an admirable union of hearts, the parents and their children, who come back from their daily work. It unites them piously with those absent and those dead. It links all more tightly in a sweet bond of love, with the most Holy Virgin, who, like a loving mother, in the circle of her children, will be there bestowing upon them an abundance of the gifts of concord and family peace. [4]
FR. PABLO STRAUB FROM E.W.T.N.

“Strengthen your faith and family life!”

Father Straub will be concelebrating our Divine Mercy Mass and be with us for  Two Evenings of Retreat on Monday and Tuesday, May 2-3rd beginning at 7 PM with Rosary, Talk and Mass at 8 PM.  You may have seen Father on EWTN holding his Redemptorist Crucifix.  A free will offering will be taken for Father’s mission in Mexico.  All are welcome.

SPRING BEREAVEMENT PROGRAM
Monday, May   2nd at 7 PM in Gathering room
Anyone experiencing a difficult time after a loss please come. Feel free to bring a friend or relative. We will also have guest speakers. Jesus is with you in your sorrow. Call Barbara Eubanks with any questions 610-361-8787.
DONUTS & COFFEE

May 1st after 10:00AM Mass – SMM Cafeteria

Sponsored by: “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Committee.  Stop by the cafeteria on Sunday, May 1st for some “Catholic Confections” and to learn more about all the excitement next March. For info, contact Marie Keith, mariekeith@comcast.net or 610-566-7964.

Are you a Ballroom Dancer and interested in partaking in our own Dancing with the Stars Event? If so, please contact Marie Keith.
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Thursday, May 5th from 11:30 to 1:00 at Rose Tree Park – under the BIG flag.  All are welcome.

HOPE MEAL PROGRAM

Nancy Villas – 610-353-1841

CATHOLIC CHARITY APPEALS

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me…whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”

The Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia responds daily to the physical and spiritual needs of people with a helping hand.   By opening our hearts to the cry of the needy, we begin to make it possible to open a door for them and meet their needs.

Our parish Goal is $77,000.00.  We will give out brochures this weekend and you will receive a personal request from Cardinal Rigali.  Please share your blessings with the needy of the Archdiocese.  
The generous support of the annual Catholic charities Appeal provides for a significant portion of the operating expenses of 82 ministries – ministries that daily respond to the call of Jesus to care for the needy.  Please consider a gift to the Catholic Charities Appeal.  www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org
Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptism, Pre-Jordan class at 610-565-5736. Next class is May 18, 2011 at 7PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die… Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community who have died: Oe Tok Hwang (father of Tina Barker) James Hoey (father of Marge Dufrayne) and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Farnsworth Bisbee, Jean Brennan, Giana Campbell, (cousin) Ralph Chieffo, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Jim Colgan, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Paul Daniels, Chris DeFino, Patricia DeJesse, Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Gennela D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Anna Di Donato, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Bernadette Farrell, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Michael Horan, Joan Husted, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson, Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,   Rev. James Melle, Carmella Messina, Al Mestichelli, Cheri Minisci, Anne Miniszak, Pat Miniszak,  Eustace Mita, Jr, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III,  Bob Ruggieri, Phyllis Scott, John Shea, Dan Shellington, Joann Trolio, Louise Veit,  Dr. John Weigele, Francis Wesner, Ron Zimmerman. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you’re sick or need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998. 
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Msgr. Ralph.
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739.  We are in need of Adorers on Tuesday @ 2AM. & Saturday @ 1AM. We are grateful to all our adorers and all who pray for us

H.O.P.E.  PRAYER CHAIN

HOPE accepts prayer requests to show our parish spiritual support during difficult times.  Contact Maria Flannery at 610-565-3144 for your prayer request and also to be a prayer warrior for SMM.  Lift up your fears and anxieties to God and receive his gracious peace.  All calls are confidential.
ROSARY and PRAYER FOR VOCATION

Join us every Tuesday in the chapel at 7:15PM to pray the Rosary.  What a wonderful way to enjoy the blessing of Jesus and Mary through all our joys, sorrows, and glories.   All are welcome.
LITTLE CHURCH SCHOOL
JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDLREN

AND SO WE AT SMM
Little Church School teaches children about God through arts and crafts, reading, and story-telling and small projects. Mrs. Anne Fenerty conducts a great class with a spirit of love and learning. Little Church School is held every Sunday during the 10:00 A.M. Liturgy in the Gathering Room. Parents bring your youngsters right to the Gathering Room and pick-up after Mass.
TAKE TIME TO RENEW YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 
Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski (610-566-3492) in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd&4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr.
ENJOY THE SACRAMENT OF PEACE EACH SAT. AT 4:30 PM OR CALL MSGR. RALPH

HEALING AND HOPE MINISTRY: JOIN US!!!

Please email or call the Healing Ministry and the HOPE Program and volunteer. Step out in Faith that He is Leading you. Your Sister in Christ, Anita Morro R.N. B.S.N. Healing Ministry: anitasmm@verizon.net 610-566-8821 ext #121 HOPE Meal Program: nvernahope@comcast.net. Blessings, Anita Morro 

SMM MOMS IN TOUCH

SMM Moms in Touch prays weekly on Tuesday mornings at 9:15 am in the St. John Neumann Room in the school.  Even if you are not comfortable praying in a group, just joining us and praying silently in your heart will add to the strength of all our prayers!  Small children are always welcome.  Email danawestby@hotmail.com or call 610-892-9680.
SMM LEGION OF MARY
HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

All are invited to attend every Tuesday evening at 7 PM in the lower Blessed Mother Church Ministry Room.  Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539
SMM BIBLE CAMP:  JESUS ROCKS

This year SMM’s Religious Education and the Youth Ministry are joining together to bring you Jesus in all His glory!  We’ll rock and roll, rap and sing, dance and jive with Jesus in a whole new light.  Bible Camp as never before…you will NOT want to miss this fun week!!  Be sure to register early before it becomes full.  If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Braconnier at jbraconnier@stmarymagdalen.net or 610-566-8821 ext. 102.  Camp will be from June 20th-24th – 8:30AM-Noon (Join us at the 8:30 Mass) Camp ages are in incoming K-5th Graders.  Volunteers should contact Nicky Verna (tnverna@comcast.net) or Alisa Czachor (alias@czachor.com)
[image: image1.wmf]
  From Mrs. Burke’s Desk…

We are grateful for our dedicated faculty and staff.  Our Parish May Procession will take place on Wednesday evening, May 4th at 7:00 PM. Both St. Mary Magdalen School and Prep students are asked to gather in the school gym by 6:45PM. We will walk over to the church together to take our seats. We encourage everyone to attend to honor Our Blessed Mother on this special evening. Registration information: 610-565-1822.  Celebrate our vision for learning…moral awareness, academic excellence, responsible citizenship, and cultural development.
CPR REFRESHER SESSION

To all Ushers and Parish Members, a refresher session of CPR and the usage of the AED (Automated External Defibrillator) will be held on Wednesday, May 11 at 7:00 PM in the St. Francis Room in the church. Nationally renowned and parishioner Frank Poliafico, RN, Executive Director, Initial Life Support Foundation will be our instructor. There is a $15 fee for the course, (ushers will be taken care of by SMM). Please contact Pierina Antonello, RN if you would like to attend, pantonello@stmarymagdalen.net or 610-565-1822. 
ROSARY and PRAYER FOR VOCATION

Join us every Tuesday in the chapel at 7:15PM to pray the Rosary.  What a wonderful way to enjoy the blessing of Jesus and Mary through all our joys, sorrows, and glories.   All are welcome.
PREP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We invite you to become one of our committed volunteers as a PREP teacher, teacher’s aide, or as part of our office administration and support team.  St. Mary Magdalen PREP is vital and growing, so we are in desperate need of catechists, who are able to commit to volunteering each week as teachers of our Wednesday program from @ 3:45 – 5:45 p.m. (class is 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.), and as volunteer teacher’s aides, who can provide support to the catechists in the classroom.  We also need volunteers who can provide support in the office on Wednesday’s, and throughout the week assisting in office administration, special projects, programs and events, specifically helping with the sacraments, service projects, organizing and planning of special events, holy days/seasons as vacation bible school leaders and coordinators, and 1:1 teachers for special needs students.
Even though PREP classes run from September through May, much of the planning and preparation is done from June through August, so volunteers are needed through the summer as well.  For information, or if you are interested in volunteering, please contact Deacon James at deaconjames@stmarymagdalen.net or 610-565-5782 or Paula Campbell @ paulacampbell1@verizon.net.     
PREP EVENTS CALENDAR

I am grateful to Deacon James, our volunteer teachers and staff for passing on the gift of Jesus to our children and families.

City Team Mother/Baby Service Project for May – Supplies will be collected April 27- May 11 and delivered May 31st Final PREP Class – Assembly will be in the gym & will include the distribution of final progress reports & awards, Wed, May 11th @ 4PM.  All are welcome to attend.
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING
We are grateful to all who participated in our Holy Week Services and for your generous donations in the Easter Collection.  As you can see, we are down from last year and we pray for those who are struggling financially at this time.  Keep on praying and trusting in God’s providence.
+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

April 17th - $23,331.00
Last Year –$20,656.25

Easter - $52,102.00

Last Year - $58,258.00

The Endowment benefits our school, PREP, Youth Ministry, and adult formation class. 

Balance is $961,928.09
 Join us for a video that will help us all learn the power of the Mass thanks to our Endowment.  

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY

Delco IHN now has a website!  Please go to www.dcihn.org and check it out.  The website contains 2 informative videos and includes a Pay Pal site for anyone wishing to make a donation.  Find out more about this ministry and ways you can help.  Donations by mail can still be sent to DCIHN PO Box 2384, Chester, PA  19013.

Joe Sincavage SMM’08 nominated IHN for the recipient of the St. Joe’s Prep’s proceeds from their recent dress-down day.  A check for $3, 049.46 was given to the network!  A BIG thank you to Joe and the Preppers, who really are men for others. 

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
The parish instigated EFT for Sunday giving and tuition two years ago.  Many families have chosen this way of eliminating the panic to locate that Sunday envelope each week.  If you think this method of giving will work for you please complete an ACCOUNT DEBIT AUTHORIZATION form located in the narthex of our church.  Designate a monthly amount which we will debit for you on the 15th of each month.  Any questions, please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

SMM SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012
We thank all for paying their tuition to meet our $1.7 million budget for our school. Tuition bills for next, school year were mailed to each family on April 1st with the first payment due on May 6, 2011 (EFT families who completed new forms will be withdrawn on the 15th).  If you have any questions please contact Mary Lou in the parish office at X109.

SMM SPONSOR A STUDENT PROGRAM
The final date for submission of SMM School Financial Assistance forms for school year 2011-12 is May 6, 2011.  This will give our Sponsor a Student Committee time to review each application and advise the families that qualify for our assistance before the end of this school year

CATHOLIC SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL CHOICE

No one who desires a Catholic education for their child should be left out.  Catholic families should be able to receive our share of our tax dollars to educate our sons and daughters as we so choose.  The Opportunity Scholarship Act (Senate Bill 1) will help thousands of families make that choice.  The Advocates for Catholic Education in Pennsylvania or ACE-PA is an extensive network of concerned parents, educators, board members, alumni and taxpayers who will speak with one loud voice on behalf of Catholic school students.  Sign-up at www.pachatholi.org/ace-pa and learn more about what you can do to help pass Senate Bill 1 and make a brighter future for all children in Pennsylvania.

HAVE YOU BEEN TO YOUTH GROUP YET?

The Senior Youth Group for H.S. students meets every other Thursday from 7:30-9PM. The Junior Youth Group for 6-8th graders meets Wednesday 7:30-9PM. This group is for students in grades 6-8. 

JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website.
SMM EMPLOYMENT NETWORK

SMM Employment Network. Chairpersons:  Barb & Paul Stoyell-Mulholland (Call 484-420-4246) or

 bstoyell@comcast.net – psm01@comcast.net John Donohoe, Joe & Beth Flynn, Eileen Keating, Marie Keith, Bill Murphy. The goal is to seek volunteers who can enable our unemployed by assisting them with Networking, Resume/Cover Letter Writing, Using Social Networks, Job Boards, and Interviewing Skills.  If interested in helping or you need a job, please contact Barb or Paul.
TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.  We thank you for donating $600 for the program from our Healing Mass last month.  Please tune in and learn about our Faith.
BE TRANSFORMED INTO CHRIST AT MASS

THE NEW MASS EXPLAINED PART BY PART

The Offertory Gifts of bread and wine: Did you know that when our parishioners bring the bread and wine for the consecration that it represents us.  We offer our body and blood during the week in sacrifice for our family, friends, foes and the good of others.  At Mass we unite our daily sacrifices with Jesus who again sacrifices Himself for us so that we can be renewed in the Holy Spirit and serve others even better.  Volunteer with the ushers, if you would like to present the offertory gifts at Mass.
At our priest workshop on the New Roman Missal Fathers Moroney and Gill both emphasized the need to understand why certain texts have been translated more precisely to be scripturally and doctrinally accurate.  The prayers help us to worship God our Father, through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.  The goal is that we develop a more personal relationship with the Trinity and fulfill our Parish Mission Statement: “Building a family of faith in Jesus Christ through Catholic Worship, Education and Charity.
Join Msgr. Ralph in a video presentation by Ascension Press on the new mass changes and how we can reverently celebrate Mass this Wednesday at 9:15 AM in the parish offices.  This is a blessing for all who want to deepen their faith and receive the infinite graces of being transformed into Christ as we celebrate Mass as a community of faith on a journey to the Father.  

CALL TO CONVERSION AND HOLINESS

The mystery of God calling a young man to follow Him as a priest is a divine mystery, which can never be fully understood.  However, according to God’s plan, there are also human factors that can cooperate with God in the fulfillment of that plan:  a home, in which the priesthood is esteemed, along with the good example of joyful, faithful priests, have been shown to be the greatest human instruments of this mysterious call.
You are invited to read Cardinal Rigali’s Pastoral Letter that can be found on the home page of the Archdiocese  

www.archphila.org.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASSES

The Wedding Anniversary masses with Cardinal Justin Rigali will be on Sunday, May 15, 2011, in the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul at 2:30PM, for couples celebrating 25, 50 or more years of marriage. For those with disabilities, an access ramp is on the parking lot side of the Cathedral. Please contact the Family Life Office at 215-587-3516.  Let Msgr. Ralph know also, so that our parish can pray for you.
JOHN WOODEN, THE “WIZARD OF WESTWOOD”, SEVERAL OF HIS MOST INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES THAT WILL HAVE YOU MARCHING FORWARD:

1. “Nothing will work unless you do.”

2. “The athlete who says that something cannot be done should never interrupt the one who is doing it.”

3. “Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because your character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what others think you are.”

4. “I’d rather have a lot of talent and little experience than a lot of experience and little talent.”

5. “Failure is not fatal, but failure to change might be.”

6. “Do not let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do.”

7. “Success comes from knowing that you did your best to become the best that you are capable of being.”

8. “Ability is a poor man’s wealth.”

9. “The main ingredient of stardom is the rest of the team.”

10. “You can’t live a perfect day with doing something for someone who will never be able to repay you.
SMM ALUMNI NEWS
In April an e-mail was sent to all those alumni who have registered in our association.  If you wish to register simply e-mail prsidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 ext. 122.  Also, we would love to hear about our former students and what is happening in their lives today. We are grateful to those who volunteered to be our board members and share their time and talents in developing our SMM Alumni Association. They are: John Bonner (90), Jennifer McGowan Clark (92), Heidi Coffen (84), Michael D’Angelo (87), Mary Doyle Funchion (81), Laura Kaufman Kovacs (94), and Eusie Mita (91), colleen Harvey Tegler (87), Al Tini (82), Steven Visek (84), and Jamie Yannacone (88).

LAUGH WITH THE MONSIGNOR

A female scripture scholar claims that the Book of Genesis is wrong about God creating man before woman.  She claims that God created Eve first and asked her if she wanted a companion to help her in her loneliness.  God warned her that her man would find it hard to listen, think he is in charge, and would not be able to focus on anything very long.  Eve agreed and God said to her:  “Keep an eye on him, take control, and don’t let him get away with anything!  You know, we ladies have to stick together.”

ENJOY THE SACRAMENT OF PEACE EACH SATURDAY AT 4:30 PM OR CALL MSGR. RALPH
AN EXTRA MOTHER’S DAY TREAT

Mothers and daughters, grandmothers and granddaughters as you value and cherish your relationship, here is an opportunity to deepen and celebrate it!  Saturday, May 14th 9:30-2:30, IHM Retreat Center, IHM Retreat Center. Presenter: Sister Agnes Hughes, IHM; light breakfast, lunch included; Stipend for both:  $65.    (We ask that granddaughters be at least 18 years old.)  Call 610-581-0120 to register or email ihmconference@verizon.net
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

Before the summer arrives and your lives become very busy, our next couples experience will be May 13 – 15, 2011. For information or to register call 1 800 456 8330.

VACATION CRUISES WITH MONSIGNOR
Join Msgr. Chieffo on July 27 to August 3, 2011 – 8 Day Alaska Cruise. Vancouver to Tracy Am & Sawyer Glaciers, Skagway, Glacier National Park, Juneau, and Ketchikan.  Call Premier Travel Agency, Inc. and ask for Maureen for more details! 610-285-1868

SUNDAY BUS TRANSPORTATION:  Bus will park at the corner of church, be careful! Bus pick up is at 9 AM- 9:15 AM from Lima Estates and pickup is at 9:20 until 9:30 AM from Sunrise at Granite.
MEN’S RETREAT – JUNE 24, 2011

Men of St. Mary Magdalen, the Malvern Retreat League invite you to experience the benefits of a weekend retreat at St. Joseph’s in the Hills. Retreats are conducted most weekends of the year. Information can be obtained by logging on to their website www.malvernretreat.com, or telephoning Dr. Jack Colombo (610-891-0731) or Vince Zeller (610-353-7739).In today’s world of 24/7 sound bites, nonstop commercials and loud music it can be difficult to hear the important voices in our life. Sometimes we just need a quiet, safe place to listen to our God and Malvern can provide that place for you.  Please consider joining several men of our parish who will be gathering for our own special weekend at Malvern on June 24, 2011. You may be pleasantly surprised by the experience. Call us for information.
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Saturday, May 7
  5:30PM –C Bradley, M Bradley, G Volpe
Sunday,    May 8
  7:30AM –C Boyle, J Weyler
10:00AM - C Aman, C Verna, M Verna
11:30AM - K Gilligan, M Gilligan, M Matteo
  5:30 PM – G Fizzano, J Klusarits, M Klusarits
MAY DEVOTIONS:  A CATHOLIC TRADITION   May devotions exist in the entire Roman Catholic Church since the 16th century and since that time have been a regular feature of Catholic life.  May devotions originated in Italy in the in the 16th century.  From Italy they spread to Central Europe, where daily or weekly, May devotions take place during the month of May of each year. Some of the devotions are accompanied by pilgrimages. The last devotion on May 31 is often followed by a solemn procession, during which a statue of the Virgin Mary or a portrait is carried back into the church. Some May devotions may take place outside in a forest or a dedicated special place. Before Vatican II, May devotions were more popular.

There is no firm structure as to the content of a May devotion. It includes usually the singing of Marian anthems, readings from scriptures, a sermon, and or presentation by local choirs. The whole rosary is prayed separately and is usually not a part of a Marian devotion, although Hail Mary's are included. The devotion was promoted by Jesuits and spread to Jesuit Colleges and to the entire Latin Church and since that time it has been a regular feature of Catholic life.[3]
HAVE YOU BEEN TO YOUTH GROUP YET?

The Senior Youth Group for H.S. students meets every other Thursday from 7:30-9PM. The Junior Youth Group for 6-8th graders meets Wednesday 7:30-9PM. This group is for students in grades 6-8. 

LIFE AWARENESS RETREAT A time and place to listen to God’s invitation in your life - Join a group of single men and women, 18 – 40 years of age, for a weekend to explore the possibility of life as a Religious Sister, Brother or Priest. June 10 – 12, 2011 – Malvern Retreat House. Sponsored by the Vocation Directors of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia in collaboration with the Sierra Clubs throughout the Diocese. Please email religiouslifephilly@gmail.com please provide your contact information in your email. Information also available on the Philadelphia Archdiocese website: http://archdiocese-phl.org/vocation/voc_events.htm
SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION’

Please consider making a weekly donation!  Items especially needed:  cake mix and icing, canned or boxed potatoes, canned fruit, canned stews and vegetables, cereal, coffee, cookies, crackers, diapers, formula, hot chocolate, juices, macaroni and cheese, oatmeal, pancake mix and syrup, pasta and sauce peanut butter and jelly, rice, snacks soup, spaghettios, tuna, shampoo soaps and cleaning items.  God bless your for feeding the hungry heart of Jesus in our needy.
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