7th Sun.-Have Power - February 19, 2012First Isaiah 43:18– 24b–25;2 Corinthians 1:18–22 
 Mark 2:1–12 JESUS HEALS THE PARALYTIC
REPENT AND RESTORE TO RESURRECT           A paralyzed man had four friends of deep faith. So great was their faith in Jesus that they lowered their friend on his mat from the roof of the house where Jesus was. The Son of God chooses to heal the man from the inside out. Healing him physically without healing his soul would not grant the person true peace and lasting joy.  Do we recognize our sins and those of our friends?  Do we take a faith action and seek the healing mercy of Jesus in the Sacrament of Reconciliation?
As we begin the Season of turning away from sin and following Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Love that guarantees God’s friendship and partnership here on earth and in heaven, you and I must admit that we are sinners in the hands of a loving and merciful Father? I invite all of you to receive Ashes this Wednesday and trust that Jesus wiped away our sinful nature and replaced it with a divine nature through the gift of Baptism.  We can choose to sin against God and others or we have the amazing grace of the Holy Spirit to choose life and love.  

On Monday, February 27th at 7:30 PM, we will have ten priests to offer you the same healing kindness and tender love of Jesus received by the paralytic.  Come and invite your family and friends because we can not build a family of faith or culture of life without God’s grace, power and wisdom.  Saint Augustine reminds us that “our hearts are restless until they rest in God.”  He states that we either are busy building the City of God or the City of Satan.  God gives life, while Satan destroys human life and relationships.  St. Ignatius writes:  “Either we fight the good fight of faith under the banner of the Risen Jesus or the banner of Satan.”

More people have been coming to me who are placing more faith in psychics, witches and demons than the divine presence and power of the Risen Jesus.  Blaise Pascal, the great French philosopher, may help us to discern the cause.  He states that there are three levels to our humanity.  The first is the physical and material which helps us to enjoy the joys of earthly pleasure and riches.  The second level is becoming a genius with academic knowledge and power.  Most people remain on these two levels.  Jesus offers us a third dimension by calling us to become holy or a saint.  On that level, life and death, love and hate, mercy and vengeance make sense and Jesus grants us the amazing grace to achieve sanctity in often an insane world.  Peace, Msgr. Ralph
MASS INTENTIONS: 
SATURDAY, February 18
  8:30AM Paul Crossin, Sr.
  5:30PM  Ints of Michelle Okon
SUNDAY, February 19
  7:30AM Aldo J. Veronesi
10:00AM Eileen Connolly
11:30AM Richard Delaney
  5:30PM  Ints. of the Logan Family
MONDAY, February 20
  6:30AM E. Farnsworth Bisbee, II
  8:30AM Harvey Crossan
TUESDAY, February 21
  6:30AM Mary DiFabio
  8:30AM Tony Soprano
WEDNESDAY, February 22 – ASH WEDNESDAY
  6:30AM Ints. of Jean Mucci Repucci
  8:30AM Frank Gessler
12:00PM  Ash Service

  4:30 PM Mary McCaffery
  7:00PM  Martin T. Sarkees

THURSDAY, February 23
  6:30AM Ints. of Maria Fasolak
  8:30AM Dr. Francis C. Lazorik
FRIDAY, February 24
  6:30AM Renee Biasiotti
  8:30AM Theresa Silvestri
SATURDAY, February 25
  8:30AM Eddie Scholtz
  5:30PM Joseph McGowan
SUNDAY, February 26
  7:30AM Michael Ciavardini
10:00AM Elaine Fuessinger
11:30AM Irene Bianchi
  5:30PM John G. Taylor 
 EUCHARISTIC WORSHIP BRINGS PEACE   Cardinal Chaput reports that the average mass participation in the Archdiocese has decreased to 24%.  Even faithful Catholics do not worship God at Mass religiously each weekend.   To help everyone, especially our school and PREP students, Sister Mary James, Mrs. Barbara Burke and I are requiring each teacher to give a homework assignment.  As the primary formers of your children faith development, each parent is to send in each Monday or for PREP on Wednesdays the following:  1. What Mass they attended?  2. What the priest and scriptures said to them.  3. How they are trying to practice the good news this week?
Bringing the Gospel into Your Family - Ask each family member to name their good friend(s) and what qualities they especially value in that friend. Next, ask each person to tell whose good friend they are and what values each person has that makes him/her a good friend. Finally, ask each family member to think of one thing they could try to change or improve in themselves that would make them an even better friend.
LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA
BY DR. JOSEPH SINCAVAGE

A long time ago, my Polish grandmother, Helen, told me "Joey, you never get nothing for nothing."  There is no such thing as a free lunch. I am writing to ask you to please speak out and act out against the "Obama Switch" on contraception, abortifacients and church-affiliated institutions.  This is a clever, semantic trick but it does nothing to deal with core issue of the freedom of churches to exercise their role in society. 

For years, the Roman Catholic Church has avoided participation in many federal programs because those programs came with federal mandates.  Now, any attempt to perform its mission outside of the four walls of the sanctuary will have it forced to fund, directly or indirectly, activities that are against its beliefs and values. 

I am sure you will agree that Catholic-affiliated institutions provide many invaluable services to our country and to our society. Many of those services are provided to fellow citizens who are non-Catholics. 

Some would like to frame this dispute as solely a conflict with the Roman Catholic Church.  In December, the leaders of 60 non-Catholic faith-based institutions wrote a public letter to the Obama administration protesting the narrow exemption in the insurance mandate. Signers included leaders from the Southern Baptists, Evangelical Christian and Orthodox Jewish religions as well as the presidents of thirty non-Catholic faith-based universities.

There is no difference in being forced to purchase a “standard” policy with objectionable provisions or in being forced to purchase a “special” policy with the same objectionable provisions from a company that is forced to provide said provisions for "free".  Whether they are" free" or not, the provisions remain.  They are no less objectionable and there remains no such thing as a free lunch. I want the government out of my church, out of my healthcare, and out of my life. I expect a representative democratic government not a dictatorship. I do not want the government making healthcare decisions for my loved ones or myself. I know I am not alone. When the government has no problem bullying the largest organized religion in the country, what chance do you think a mother or a father will have in challenging that same government when it denies some needed treatment for their child?

Government mandated healthcare with “free” benefits is a trap. The people pay the piper, but the government calls the tune. Listen to Grandma Helen and remember “You never get nothing for nothing.” 
Respectfully, Joseph T. Sincavage, MD, FACOG
PS: As soon as this election is over and they are left unfettered by reelection concerns, I fully expect “free” abortion on demand and the forced participation in abortion of all hospitals, nurses and doctors to be the next decrees from this administration. Don’t tell me that there are prohibitory laws or that assurances have been given.  They will all be ignored, the ”Chicago Way”.
HHS MANDATE INSULTING AND DANGEROUS BY ARCHBISHOP CHARLES CHAPUT               The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services refused on Jan. 20 to broaden the exception to its mandate that nearly all Catholic employers must cover contraception, abortifacients, and sterilization in their health-care plans.  An "accommodation" offered Friday by the White House did not solve the problem. Instead, it triggered withering criticism from legal scholars such as Notre Dame's Carter Snead, Harvard's Mary Ann Glendon, Princeton's Robert George, and Catholic University of America president John Garvey, along with non-Catholic scholars including Yuval Levin, the religious liberty law firm the Becket Fund, and numerous Catholic and other organizations.
Many Catholics are confused and angry. They should be. Quite a few Catholics supported President Obama in the last election, so the ironies here are bitter. Many feel betrayed. They're baffled that the Obama administration would seek to coerce Catholic employers, private and corporate, to violate their religious convictions. But it's clear that such actions are developing into a pattern. Whether it was the administration's early shift toward the anemic language of "freedom of worship" instead of the more historically grounded and robust concept of "freedom of religion" in key diplomatic discussions; or its troubling effort to regulate religious ministers recently rejected 9-0 by the Supreme Court in the Hosanna Tabor case; or the revocation of the U.S. bishops' conference human-trafficking grant for refusing to refer rape victims to abortion clinics, it seems obvious that this administration is - to put it generously - tone deaf to people of faith.

Philadelphians may wish to reflect on the following facts: The Archdiocesan Secretariat for Catholic Human Services spends $278 million annually on services to the community. About 4,000 employees make up our secretariat's workforce. Catholic Social Services is the largest social-service agency in Pennsylvania and the largest residential care/social-service subcontractor.   Not counting the generosity of Catholics overall.
To be baptized: Sophia Noelle Zampino.

Baptismal Class: Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptismal class for all parents. Next Pre-Jordan is March 14 in the Gathering Room at 7:00PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
A time to die: Rev. Msgr. Francis A. Barszczewski, Pasquale DiQuinzio, Esq.  Elizabeth Grzeczkowski, Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community, who have died, and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 
A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,  Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Chris Bogdash, Kay Green Blatt, Jean Brennan,  Giana Campbell, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Chris D’Elia, Michael Delaney, Kathleen De Luca, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Rose Di Giovanni, Gennela D’Orazio, Bob D’Orazio,  Kathleen Durham, Allen Edmunds,  Ron Eubanks, Edmund Esposito, Rev. John Freeman, Patrick Hennessy, Junka Husted, Paul Kelleher, Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Peggy Matthews,  Carmella Messina, Eustace Mita, Jr, Mike Moore, Andrea Orsini, Evio Panichi, Bill Purner III, Pat Quinn,  Bob Ruggieri, Dr. Charles Sanbe,  Phyllis Scott,  John Shea, Dan Shellington, Roy Small, Mark Storti, John Sullivan, George Tonsa, Joann Trolio,  Dick Veit, Dr. John Weigele and  Francis Wesner. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.

WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
David & Marie Bialek and family See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Deacon James.
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You must be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Deacon James for the initial paper work and schedule your Pre Cana talks.

BE A MAN OF FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE TO BECOME A BETTER HUSBAND AND FATHER JOIN THE: Men’s Conference is on March 3, 2012 at Archbishop Ryan H.S., Philadelphia Information and registration at: manupphilly.com website or. www.adphila.org  Speakers: Rwandan Genocide survivor Immaculée Ilibagiza, Musician Tony Melendez, Evangelist Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, Catholic Answers Apologist Tim Staples, and Author, Rev.  J. Brian Bransfield.  Archbishop Charles Chaput will celebrate the Eucharist.  Come and strengthen your faith as men of God. TONY MELENDEZ CONCERT: March 4th at Ryan H.S. at 5 PM    Cost is $10    IMMACULEE ILIBAGIAZA, AT SMM MARCH 3RD AT 6:30 PM.
Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput: TAKE ACTION
TO RESPECT FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Today, I ask of you two things. First, we need to pray for our country, for our Church, and for our own right to work freely as a believing community through our ministries in the public square. Second, we need to act. Please visit the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference website at www.pacatholic.org to learn how to contact your federal Representative and Senators. Write them, call them, visit them-and help them understand the deep resistance of Pennsylvania Catholics to this dangerous ruling. Please also visit www.usccb.org/conscience, to learn more about this attack on religious conscience, and how to work to reverse the Administration’s decision. Your action on this issue matters-not just today but for many years to come; and in ways that will shape the ability of the Church to witness the Gospel publicly through her ministries well into the future. Please know that you have my gratitude and daily prayers. And please remember me in your prayers as well. 
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION.        To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739. We are in need of Adorers on Wednesday @ 2AM & Friday (once a month) @ 1-2AM. Pray for the priest who inspired you and for all priests.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION FOR YOU
Video on Catholicism

Each Tuesday after the 8:30 AM Mass

And after the Rosary at 8 PM.

HOPE MEAL PROGRAM

Nancy Villas – 610-353-1841
[image: image2.wmf]From Mrs. Burke’s Desk:

Please join us for the 8:30AM Ash Wednesday Mass on, February 22nd as we begin the season of Lent. Our students will receive ashes at this time. All are welcome.

Registration information: 610-566-8821 Ext: 122
FAST AMD ABSTINENCE

AND OTHER ACTS OF PENANCE FOR LENT

The Bishops of the United States prescribe, as minimal obligation, that allow persons who are fourteen years of age and older are bound to abstain from eating meat on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012, on all the Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. Further, all persons eighteen years of age and older, up to and including their fifty-ninth birthday, are bound to fast by limiting themselves to a single full meal on Ash Wednesday and on Good Friday, while the other two meals on those days are to be light.

All the faithful are encouraged, when possible to participate at Mass and to receive the Holy Eucharist daily, to celebrate frequently the Sacrament of Penance, to undertake spiritual reading, especially the study of Sacred Scriptures, and to participate in parish Lenten devotions as well as Lenten education programs. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is especially recommended. All are encouraged to participate in “Operation Rice Bowl,” which has aided countless hungry persons here in the Archdiocese as well as throughout our nation and our world.

RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:30PM: Camille Antonello, 610-566-0148
Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski 610-566-3492 in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd& 4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr. 

First Thurs of the month: 10-11:30AM: St. Frances room: Mommies Pray and Play, anitasmm@verizon.net 
CATHOLICISM RESPECTS YOUR INTELLECT AND FREE WILL AS GIFTS FROM GOD

THAT MAKES US HUMAN PERSONS
TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.   We thank all.
CATHOLIC CHARITY-MAKES US CATHOLICS

This year’s Catholic Charities Appeal theme, “Because I am Catholic”, should inspire each of us to be proud to live our faith through providing assistance in meeting the material and spiritual needs of others, especially those who are the poorest and most vulnerable among us. I have set an ambitious, but much needed goal of $10 million for the 2012 Appeal. Achieving this goal will allow us to provide crucially needed funding for the vital programs offered through Catholic Social Services, education for our children with special needs, care for our elderly and infirmed priests while continuing to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ. We simply cannot continue to do the Lord’s work without your support of the Catholic Charities Appeal. Your gift will help guarantee that our brothers and sisters in need will continue to know love, and serve as an inspiring example of your steadfast faith to the more than 1.3 million Catholics in our region.

I cannot do this alone. Whether you have been a donor in the past, have missed a few years or have never given, your participation small or large will have a profound impact. Thank you for your generosity. My prayers. Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website.   

BETHESDA PROJECT
Today is “Casserole Sunday” and we are truly grateful for each and every casserole.  There is a new supply of recipe booklets packed full of nutritious and delicious ideas.  Some of us enjoy making one for Bethesda and one for home.  If you didn’t get a chance to prepare one for today, please remember that there is a freezer in the school and your casseroles are accepted there any time during regular school hours.  If you have any questions or ideas on “beefing” up the program, please contact Joanne: johinkle53@yahoo.com or Jean2215@aol.com.  Seriously, vegetarian casseroles are very inexpensive to make and much appreciated. 

THE POOR THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITH!
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

A PARISH STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

Gracious and loving God, we know that it is from your hand that we receive all that we have and all that we are.

We believe that you call us to be the stewards of the gifts you have entrusted to us. Help us to respond to your generosity, by our generosity to all in need; to respond to your forgiveness, by our willingness to forgive others.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

February 12th – $23,544.24
Last Year – $25,196.24
Endowment - $935.00

SCHOOL TUITION

The final tuition payment was due January 6, 2012 for this current year.  If you have not sent in payment please do so now with the $25 late fee.  No re-registration forms for next year will be accepted unless all past due tuition is paid in full.  Re-registration ended on January 31, 2012.

Reminder: each school family is required to donate a minimum of $25 ($1,300 yearly) a week to offset the tuition subsidy and our High School & PREP families at $15 a week. We assure you of the finest Catholic formation of our students and need your partnership and You do your best and God will do the rest.
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           Event Chair:  Marie & Kevin Keith

marie@stmarymagdalen.net, 610-566-8821 ext 126

WEBSITE:  www.stmarymagdalen.net, 2012 Gala
MEET OUR DANCING

 “STARS” IN THE SPOTLIGHT THIS WEEK….

“Team Verna”

Representing half of the married couple in SMM’s dance competition, Tom Verna is a reluctant participant.  He got talked into dancing, which is amazing considering the last time he and his wife, Nicky, danced together was at their 1996 wedding.  Even the, “She pulled me from the bar to dance our first (and only) dance as husband and wife.”  Tom, who is a dentist to half of SMM’s parish, says his greatest challenge will be learning his right foot from his left. “I’m hoping I’ll just be able to stand there, snapping my fingers, while Nicky dances around me.” ~ Tom will dance with his wife, Nicky Verna.  A dancer since age seven, Nicky is a certified group exercise and Zumba instructor.  She has been leading aerobics and dance classes since 1989.  During her high school days, Nicky attended the Governor’s School Scholarship Program for Jazz at Bucknell University.  Nicky and Tom have four children who attend SMM School. (10% of money they raise will go to SMM Home & School).

“Team Morrow~Elia”

Dan Morow was selected for DWTS as a people’s choice winner.  He represents SMM dads, as well as the CYO Executive Board.  Perhaps Dan received so many people’s choice votes because of the promise of seeing his much-talked-about: pop-and-lock” and “sprinkler” dance moves in action.  Dan and his wife, Bonnie, have five children and has been in SMM parish for two years.  Asked what he is most looking forward to about the dance competition, Dan replied, “The end of the night!” ~ Dan will dance with SMM parishioner Carol Elia. Carol Elia, has been teaching aerobic dance group fitness classes for over 25 years.  She now teaches Hip Hop, Zumba and cardio dance at clubs all over the Main Line including Ellis Athletic Center, Philly Sports Club and even teaches kids classes at the Agnes Irwin School!  Elia, a passionate teacher in all aspects of fitness is a certified teacher of spin, TRX and a Registered 500 Hour Yoga instructor with the Yoga Alliance employed at Verge in Wayne.  Elia named her own Fitness Company Balanced Fitness because it represents her belief in the truth that being in balance is necessary for our overall heath and well-being.  Carol loves to dance and someday wants to perform professionally as a Ballroom dancer.  A wife and mother of two teenagers, Carol also owns her own successful Interior Design business.  (10% of money raised will support CYO)

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AND SELLING FAST!!

March 24, 2012– Luncheon at 11 AM (Tickets $50, $40(seniors age 60+) $30(12 & under); Evening Gala at 6:30 PM (Tickets $135). Drexelbrook.  (I was able to rearrange the room, and there will be 100% seating!)

Three ways to buy your tickets: 1) Back of church 2) on-line www.stmarymagdalen.net 3) Use the form enclosed with your church envelopes.  Cash, check or credit card accepted.   Tickets almost sold out!!
 AUCTION WEEKEND

St. Francis Room (below church)

Friday, 3/9 – (2–4 PM) – “Jump Start the Weekend”; 

(6 – 9 PM) – “Ladies Night”

Saturday, 3/10 – (4:30 – 9 PM) – “Couples/Adults”

Sunday, 3/11 – (8:30 AM – 2 PM) – “Family Day”

This is your opportunity to browse all the exciting auction items up for bid and raffle.  All are welcome, even if you are not attending the DWTS event.  Many items will be available for “buy it now” so early birds will catch the worm! Food, entertainment & raffles all weekend.  Free admission.
TO VOTE:  Yes, you can VOTE even before you actually see the person dance.  As this is a fundraiser, and our goal is to raise money for the parish, we will award two winners the mirror ball trophy – 1) the team who raises the most funds and 2) the team who gives the best performance.  You can vote & track totals for dancers anytime on the website, even if you are not attending the March events.  

MAKE A DONATION:  Please deliver your donation or form (or call for pick up) NO LATER than 2/21/12, please.  marie@stmarymagdalen.net 610-566-8821 Ext. 126.
RAFFLE TICKETS – Grand Prize Choice of: 1) Viking River Cruise for 2, 2) Disney Dream Cruise for 5, 8-day Caribbean Cruise. 3) $15,000 Cash.  2nd Prize - $2,000 – 3rd Prize - $1,000.  Tickets are $100 and only 500 will be sold.  Drawing to be held at the Gala on March 24th.

KEYS– Buy a key to the Jewel Box for a chance to unlock a rare South Seas Tahitian Gray Pearl and Diamond Necklace.  . Appraised at $15,000.  Keys are $25 and can be tried during Auction Weekend.  Donated “In Memory of Patrick” and through the intercession of Padre Pio.  Purchase in back of Church or by contacting marie@stmarymagdalen.net.
LAUGH WITH THE STARS FAMILIES:  Rudy and Anne Chillemi’s daughters panicked when they kept calling all night and could not find Mom or Dad.  Finally, Anne called them and said not to worry:  “I was singing in the choir at church and your Dad was out dancing with his Dancing with the Stars partner.”
SAFE ENVIRONMENT

 Information and Communication Technology Addendum Training at St. Mary Magdalen Parish will hold a 15 minute session on Thursday, March 1 at 7:00 PM in the School Cafeteria. This session is for those who have attended a Safe Environment Training Seminar PRIOR TO JULY 2011 but have not completed the Information and Communication Technology Addendum either on-line or attended a Technology seminar. This requirement is from the Philadelphia Archdiocese which applies to all adult participants at St. Mary Magdalen School, Religious PREP, CYO sports, Scouts and anyone working with children in any capacity. Any questions please call Pierina Antonello, RN @ 610-565-1822 ext. 104.
SMM ALUMNI NEWS

Congratulations to the following high seniors on their accomplishments!!!

We are pleased to announce that William Ghaul, SMM Class of 2008, was selected for the First Team All-Catholic Offensive Line and Defensive Line for football.   He also made third team all-city.  Last evening we learned Bill was chosen out of all 1st team players to receive the scholar athlete award. To be chosen for this award, coaches nominate players. The league members go to the athlete schools to requests their academic records, and then a committee chooses the winner.  Madeline Jacobs, SMM Class of 2008, was accepted at Boston College for the class of 2016.  Kenny DeStefano, SMM Class of 2008, is committed to play soccer at St. John Hopkins University next year.  These graduates of the SMM Class of 2008 are National Merit Semifinalist: Madeline Inglis, Ryan Fulmer and Joseph Sincavage.  
As other former graduates who are seniors in high schools are preparing for their future, we would love to hear of their plans.  Also, we always like to hear what is happening in our former students’ lives.  Please e-mail me at presidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 ext. 122.
CONGRATULATIONS
To the students attending Archbishop Carroll High School who achieved honors for the First Semester. First Honors: Jeffrey Gropp, Kerry Newby, Ryan McFadden, Anita Morro, Meredith Campbell and Casey Stoyell-Mulholland. Second Honors: John Erbicella, Jessica Bellia, Natalia Fabisiak and James Covello, III.
To the students attending Devon Preparatory School who achieved honors: Distinguished Honors: Richard DiColli, Ryan Fulmer, Zachary Hallinan, Justin Barker, Kevin Fulmer, Marco DiLeonardo, Sean Fulmer and Ryan Hallinan.  Honors: Richard Gallo, Brian Koskinen and Matthew Sidor.

To the students attending Malvern Preparatory School who achieved honors for the 2nd Quarter: First Honors: Andrew Panzo, Brendan Inglis, Thomas Allen, Benjamin Aman, Michael Szipszky, Kevin McGeary, David Monzo, Michael Stangis, Andrew Wilson, Conor Bradley, Alexander Tammany, Alex McLaughlin, Matthew Narzikul and Ryan Rogers. Distinguished Honors: Nicholas Elia, James Finnegan, Jason McLarney, Daniel Grandieri, Ryan Bradley, Ryan Robinson, Luke Antonello, Kenneth DeStefano and Ian McLarney. 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Stations of the Cross

Friday, February 24
  7:00PM – J. & M. Klusarits, T. Le

Saturday, February 25

  5:30PM – R. & M. Brennan, M. Nolen
Sunday, February 26
  7:30AM –K. Verbitsky, S. Newby
10:00AM –C. & L. Croquette, D. Rennie
11:30AM –D. Crosson, Z. Collins, D. Morrow
  5:30PM – R. Lairdieson, M. Nolen

HAVE YOU JOINED LINKED IN

Our parish has its own group on LinkedIn.com. Please join our group called St. Mary Magdalen Employment Network for networking in our parish. If you have any questions, e-mail Paul or Barb at smmemploy@gmail.com or call 484-420-4246.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

We are so busy with our family schedules. When the children are raised will we be strangers at the opposite end of the couch? We need not be. Rediscover each other.   Our next Marriage Encounter Weekend will be March 16-18.  To apply, call 1-800-456-8330 or visit us at www.wwme-philly.org
SMM SENIORS MEET 2ND WEDNESDAY
Laughter & Song from Ireland w/Cadal Dunne & George Casey & Champion Irish Dancers $67. includes $20. comp, 3 pm show tickets, buffet & bus. March 12, 2012. Sister Act, March 28, 2012, $169. incl bus, dinner & show, April 16, 2012 From $569. Mediterranean & Greek Islands on Celebrity Silhouette, 14 days, May 4, 2012-May 18, from $3522. Visit Mykonos, Athens, Malta, Capri, Sicily, Venice, MORE!  Incl all taxes & port charges, meals, etc. "Louis Prima, Jr. $52. + $20 return, show & transp., June 20, 2012.  Riverboat Cruise on St. Lawrence River, Sept 29-Oct 6, 2011. Cost from $2572. Includes all meals, excursions, etc.
"Dino" October 24, 2012, $52.for show & transp + $20 return. The Seniors meet every 2nd Wed of the month from September to June in the lower level of the Church at 1:00PM.  All are welcome!  For information call Joe Profeta at 610-359-0931 or write him at 2689 Old Cedar Grove Rd., Broomall, PA 19008 
ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSACTION

More parishioners are submitting their Sunday donations via EFT.  This has proven to be a convenient and time saving method of payment.  We do all the work you just need to complete one brief form and your funds will be deducted each 15th of the month.  Forms are available on our website, in the back of church or call the parish office and ask to have a form mailed, faxed or emailed to you. Call Mary Lou if any questions at X 109.

SPONSOR A STUDENT

Our Sponsor a Student program needs your help.  As a parish we are sponsoring 19 students for this school year.  We have received donations of $14,500 to date.  The parish tuition for one student is $2,900.  Any donation toward this fund would be appreciated.  Contact Mary Lou X109 or marylousmm@verizon.net.
LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR
SAY A PRAYER – Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his Grandmother’s house.  Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served.  When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away.  “Johnny!  Please wait until we say our prayer,” said his mother.  “I don’t need to,” the boy replied.  ‘Of course, you do “his mother insisted.  “We always say a prayer before eating at our house.”  That’s at our house.”  Johnny explained.  ‘But this is Grandma’s house and she knows how to cook.

ITEMS FOR MEMORALIZING

Station of the Cross Wood Carving- $5,000

Donate a Bell for our Choir:  $250 (we have 25 bells)
Bell Choir Donations

Anna DiDonato

+ Michael J. Ciavardini

+ Vincent J. DiDonato

Ro & Anthony D’Angelo

+Anthony F. D’Angelo

Rosemary C Alvare

+ Louis J Alvare

Jacqueline M. Hallinan

                           + Matthew Hallinan

In honor of Theresa & Gerald Halt on their 60th Wedding Anniversary by Mr & Mrs Gerald Halt,Jr

A PARISH STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

Gracious and loving god, we know that it is from your hand that we receive all that we have and all that we are.

We believe that you call us to be the stewards of the gifts you have entrusted to us.

Help us to respond to your generosity, by our generosity to all in need; to respond to your forgiveness, by our willingness to forgive others.

Lord, help us always to place you at the center of our lives and keep us ever grateful for your constant love.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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