2nd Sun.-Temple of the Holy Spirit – Jan. 15, 2012
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:3b–10, 19 - Speak Lord            1 Corinthians 6:13c–15a, 17–20 - Glorify God
Gospel: John 1:35–42 Come and See

Gospel Summary - Two of John the Baptist’s disciples were standing with him when Jesus approached them. John pointed out to his disciples that Jesus was the Lamb of God. The disciples may have left John to follow Jesus at first out of curiosity, but soon they knew there was something compelling about his invitation. While they didn’t clearly understand all this meant, they allowed themselves to be led by Jesus.
Reflection for Families - Try to imagine the excitement these first disciples felt when they heard Jesus’ words. There must have been something very compelling in what Jesus said and the hope he gave these men in order for them to drop everything and not only follow him, but to go to others with the exciting news. That’s how our enthusiasm should reach our children. It would be good to check our own level of enthusiasm for Jesus’ call to us so that whenever our children hear our words and stories about Jesus, they will immediately recognize our passion.
Bringing the Gospel into Your Family - Ask each family member to list the five most important things in their lives. These may be possessions, people, or things that can’t be touched such as health. As each person explains their priorities, try to help one another see where God is in each item listed. After all have had a chance to share their lists and the family has talked together, check with family members to see if they would change their list in any way.

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION.        VOCATION IS A CALL FROM THE RISEN JESUS     The same Jesus who called the apostles’ calls you today to obey his will and enjoy his divine friendship.  When we pray and participate at Mass, we encounter Jesus who desires to transform your life and enable you to love as He loves us with a sacrificial Spirit.  I bet you if you try an hour of Adoration, you will be happier and holier.

To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739. We are in need of Adorers on Tuesday @ 2AM & Friday @ 8 & 9 PM.   Pray for the priest who inspired you and for all priests. 

HOPE MEAL PROGRAM

Week of Jan. 15- Pam Lairdieson – 610-353-0229

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday, January 14

  8:30AM  E. Farnsworth Bisbee, II

  5:30PM   M. Mildred Cotter 

SUNDAY, January 15

  7:30AM  Ints. for the Hurchalla family

10:00AM  Michael Ciavardini

11:30AM  George Goglia

  5:30PM   Al Mestichelli

MONDAY, January 16

  6:30AM  Hankins Family

  8:30AM  Carolyn DePaul

TUESDAY, January 17

  6:30AM  Charles Martini, Jr.

  8:30AM  Philip Aversa

WEDNESDAY, January 18

  6:30AM  Ints of Monica Grzeczkowski

  8:30AM  Lucy DeVuono

THURSDAY, January 19

  6:30AM  Helen Cirotti

  8:30AM  Elaine Fuessinger

FRIDAY, January 20

  6:30AM  Ollie Heilig

  8:30AM  Lucille Elizabeth Noonan

SATURDAY, January 21

  8:30AM  Ints of Rudy Chillemi

  5:30PM   Dolly Ruggieri

SUNDAY, January 22

  7:30AM  Maggie Callen

10:00AM  Elaine Fuessinger

11:30AM  Dominick Lammendola

  5:30PM   Ints. of Matthew Rizzo Family

Bread & Wine

In memory of Mary Margaret Giuliano

THE CHURCH AND SMM SCHOOL

As we lament the closing of many of our Catholic Schools and strengthen those that merged, we thank God for all the amazing faith and education that the students received to help them become good citizens of earth and become saints for heaven.  The purpose of Catholic Education is to form saints who do their best with the grace and gifts God has blessed them to love God and others and build a culture of life and love.  

Our goal at Saint Mary Magdalen School is to grow in becoming academically challenging and passionately Catholic.  Our school is a mission of the parish faith community who strongly believes in a virtue and value driven formation of our children.  Thanks to the vibrant faith of our parents, faculty and Church community, we continue to offer an amazing spiritual and academic program that has graduated students who can choose their high school and excel in college.  Above all, they become wonderful parents and skillful professionals and business leaders

Presently, we have 416 students and have some room for more students. We will do our best to maintain our class sizes so that there are no more than 18 in PreK, 20 in our Kindergarten, 25 maximum for first through third grade and no more than 27 for our upper grades. This means we have room to grow to 478.  Parishioners will be given the priority and all families must be interviewed by the pastor and principal to make sure that they are practicing their faith by participating at Mass weekly, volunteering their time and talents, and in addition to paying their tuition, are willing to donate at least $25 a week.   We will assist those struggling families with our Sponsor a Student Program and our Religious Education Fund.  

Please re-register your children by the end of January or you may lose your place.  Make sure you are participating at Mass and met all financial obligations. We are grateful to all for believing in Catholic education and sacrificing for the moral and spiritual development so necessary today.  Please pray with me for all students, parents and teachers who will suffer through closings and mergers.  
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From Mrs. Burke’s Desk…

As of this date our eighth grade class has been awarded $426,000 in scholarships for the 2012-2013 academic year. We celebrate their efforts and congratulate their parents and teachers. Rory Allen- $40,000 Augustinian Scholarship to Malvern Preparatory School, $4,000 Headmasters Scholarship to Devon Preparatory School; Jack Brinker –Finalist for a Cardinal O’Hara Scholarship, $8,000 Scholarship to Archmere Academy;

Jack Buttimer- $54,000 Presidential Scholarship to Malvern Preparatory School, $16,000 Rev. Stephen Bendik Scholarship to Devon Preparatory School; Joseph Conroy-Finalist for a Cardinal O’Hara Scholarship, $12,000 Rev. Stephen Bendik Scholarship to Devon Preparatory School; Jeremy Fratoni-Finalist for a Cardinal O’Hara Scholarship; Megan Gilligan- Finalist for a Cardinal O’Hara Scholarship, Finalist for Archbishop Carroll Scholarship;$40,000 to the Academy of Notre Dame de Namur, $24,000 Academic Scholarship to Merion Mercy Academy, $34,000 Merit Scholarship to Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, $30,000 Merit Scholarship to Villa Maria Academy;

Kristin LaMonaca-$28,000 Scholarship to Academy of Notre Dame de Namur, $16,000 Academic Scholarship to Merion Mercy Academy; Andrew Lombardi- Finalist for Cardinal O’Hara Scholarship, $8,000 to Archmere Academy, $12,000 Scholarship to Devon Preparatory School; Justin Lombardi- $8,000 to Archmere Academy, $12,000 Scholarship to Devon Preparatory School; Jennifer West- Finalist for a Cardinal O’Hara Scholarship; Claudia Westby-Finalist for a Cardinal O’Hara Scholarship, $34,000  Scholarship to Country Day School of the Sacred Heart, $30,000  Merit Scholarship to Villa Maria Academy; Maxwell Verna-$16,000 Rev. Stephen Bendik Scholarship to Devon Preparatory School.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR NEW FAMILIES is handled by President Miss Pat Miniszak. Call her for an appointment at 610-566-8821 Ext.122 or presidentsmm@verizon.net

BETHESDA PROJECT
The miracles of Christmas that the SMM parish family and the 275 8th Grade students at Northley School in Aston gave to the Bethesda family were nothing short of miraculous.   The monthly birthday party at Bethesda's Connelly House honored not only those that celebrated birthdays but all 23 residents.  Mary Jo Goldhorn coordinated the efforts of all the students at SMM to give more than enough toiletries and $1 bills to help toward purchasing toiletry bags.  The Bethesda Committee and friends collected enough to give a $20 Wawa gift certificate with the filled toiletry bag to each resident.  To be there to experience the love and joy of so many who had not been remembered in a very long time was a vision of joy and hope that I will always treasure.  December's casserole count was 65 but when the 75 plus gifts from the trees that Sue Fromhold so lovingly maintained for so many causes were delivered there were 20 more casseroles available for delivery giving us an amazing 85 casseroles to feed God's hungry in honor of the birth of his son in December.  Santa's helpers arrived at my house on Thursday, December 22nd with 575 bags of goodies.  The 8th grade class at Northley through the efforts of Kathleen DiNicole, contributed to and prepared 575 goodie bags filled with candy, cookies and messages of hope. Bethesda was chosen as the recipient and the Director of Living from Bethesda was at our home within hours to pick up and deliver the bags in time to be available to those that were served Holiday meals.  We can never know how much these many kindnesses meant to so many people but we offer everyone our heartfelt thanks for honoring Jesus in so many special ways.  Log on to www.bethesdaproject.org to see the many ways that Bethesda makes the world a little brighter for those who need it so desperately.  The gratitude of so many is beyond words.

To Be Baptized: Madeline Kathryn Ashbach.

Baptismal Class: Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptismal class for all parents. Next Pre-Jordan is March 14 in the Gathering Room at 7:00PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

If you need your marriage blessed in the church, contact Msgr. Chieffo so that he can renew your vows.

A time to die…Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community, who have died, Larry Weathers, Tom Gaval, Sr., Rev. Jerome Pohl, Faye Martino and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 

 A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Nina and Alfonso Baldi,  Yvonne Bean, Chris Bogdash, Kay Green Blatt, Jean Brennan, Bernie Brill, Giana Campbell, Linda Reeves Charlesworth, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Chris D’Elia, Paul Daniels,   Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Gennela D’Orazio, Bob D’Orazio, Doris Dolan, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Jack Eiserman, Ron Eubanks, Edmund Esposito, Jeanne Francis, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Patrick Hennessy, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson,  Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,  Carmella Messina, Eustace Mita, Jr, Mike Moore, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien, Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III, Pat Quinn,  Bob Ruggieri, Dr. Charles Sanbe,  Dart Schleeter, Phyllis Scott,  John Shea, Dan Shellington, Roy Small, Mark Storti, George Tonsa, Peter Tripone, Joann Trolio, Anthony Truscello, Dick Veit, Dr. John Weigele and  Francis Wesner. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.

Interfaith Hospitality: Thank you to my volunteers who helped us host the week of January 1.  Our next hosting date is the week of May 13th.

A big thank you to Dotty Nardella whose Christmas coffee donations came to $932 for IHN. Another thank you to Rosemarie Halt thru whose efforts the Media Rotary held a fundraiser at the Hedgerow Theatre.  And last but not least, kudos to the 6th thru 8th grade SMM school children who raised $1,300 with the Houses 4 change fundraiser!  I am just amazed… Sue. Please sign up to volunteer or donate at www.mysignup.com/smmihn.

Casserole Sunday is today, if you forgot, you can still drop off your casserole at school during school hours.

Thank you.

WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES

Paul & Colleen DiCandeloro

See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998.

WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Deacon James for the initial paper work and schedule your Pre Cana talks.

SCHOOL TUITION

The final tuition payment was due January 6, 2012 for this current year.  If you have not sent in payment please do so now with the $25 late fee.  No re-registration forms for next year will be accepted unless all past due tuition is paid in full.

ALUMNI NEWS: By President Miss Miniszak

As our former graduates who are seniors in high schools are preparing for their future, we would love to hear of their plans.  Also, we always like to hear what is happening in our former students’ lives.  Please e-mail me at presidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 ext. 122.

SMM LEGION OF MARY

HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

Tuesday evenings at 7 PM in the lower BVM Ministry Room. Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539. Or become an Auxiliary Member by praying at home. 
WISE PERSONS STILL SEEK THE LORD TO ENJOY DIVINE GRACE AND GUIDANCE! 
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DANCING WITH THE SMM STARS 

           Event Chair:  Marie & Kevin Keith

marie@stmarymagdalen.net, 610-566-8821 ext 126

WEBSITE:  www.stmarymagdalen.net, 2012 Gala

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AND SELLING FAST!!

March 24, 2012– Luncheon at 11 AM (Tickets $50, $40(seniors age 60+) $30(12 & under); Evening Gala at 6:30 PM (Tickets $135). Drexelbrook.  

Three ways to buy your tickets: 1) Back of church 2) on-line www.stmarymagdalen.net 3) Use the form enclosed with your church envelopes.  Cash, check or credit card accepted.  Tickets will sell out; don’t delay!

 AUCTION WEEKEND

St. Francis Room (below church)

Friday, 3/9 – (2–4 PM) – “Jump Start the Weekend”; (6 – 9 PM) – “Ladies Night”

Saturday, 3/10 – (4:30 – 9 PM) – “Couples/Adults”

Sunday, 3/11 – (8:30 AM – 2 PM) – “Family Day”

Mark you calendars.  This is your opportunity to browse all the exciting auction items up for bid and raffle.  All are welcome, even if you are not attending the DWTS event.  Many items will be available for “buy it outright” so early birds will catch the worm!

MEET OUR DANCING

 “STAR” IN THE SPOTLIGHT THIS WEEK….

.  “Team Panzo-Hunt”

As anyone who knows her can attest, Patty Panzo has a slight flair for the dramatic.  It’s no surprise, then, that she is one of the people’s choice entries in SMM’s dance competition.  While law was her primary focus in college, she does hold a minor in theater, and she is confident in many dance styles – ballroom, fox trot, swing, salsa.  Backed by her husband, Andrew, and their three sons, Patty is thrilled to be part of DWTS.  “I’m a performer by nature,” she says, “And I cannot wait to show my stuff!”   Patty will be dancing with Phil Hunt.  Phil has trained and instructed dance locally, specializing in salsa and swing.  He is also a musician and sing and plays both the piano and guitar.  (10% of money raised by this team will go directly to SMM Sponsor a Student).
TO VOTE:  Yes, you can VOTE before you even before you see the person dance.  As this is a fundraiser, and our goal is to raise money for the parish, we will award two winners the mirror ball trophy – the team who raises the most funds and the team who gives the best performance.  Some have already received over 100 votes while others are spending their time in dance lessons perfecting their routines!  You can vote & track totals for dancers anytime on the website, even if you are not attending the March events.  

MAKE A DONATION:  You can help by 1) Donating merchandise or a gift certificate to be auctioned 2) Advertise in the parish directory 3) Make a monetary donation.   To make a contribution, please complete the Auction Donation Form (available in back of church or on website) and return to the parish office by 2/15/11.  We will be happy to provide you with supporting paperwork for tax deductions.

PLACE AN AD/BUY A STAR -Download 2012 size and rates from the website or contact Bernadette Behrle, bbehrle@verizon.net   NOTE: Deadline: 1/30/11
RAFFLE TICKETS – Grand Prize Choice of: 1) Viking River Cruise for 2, 2) Disney Dream Cruise for 5, 8-day Caribbean Cruise. 3) $15,000 Cash.  2nd Prize - $2,000 - 3rd Prize - $1,000.  Tickets are $100 and only 500 will be sold.  Drawing to be held at the Gala on March 24th –

KEYS – Buy a Key to the Jewel Box for a chance to unlock a rare South Seas Tahitian Gray Pearl and Diamond Necklace.  . Appraised at $15,000.  Keys are $25 and can be tried during Auction Weekend.  Donated “In Memory of Patrick” and through the intercession of Padre Pio.  Purchase in back of Church or by contacting marie@stmarymagdalen.net.

WE THANK THE RAFFERTY FAMILY

        FOR THE 3 YEAR LEASE ON THE

SUBARU LEGACY IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH

It is an auction item and you can begin the bidding by going on our website. Starts at $7,000.

RELIGIOUS ITEMS FOR MEMORALIZING

Station of the Cross Wood Carving- $5,000

Donate a Bell for our Choir:  $250 (we have 25 bells)

Bell Choir Donations: Anna D’Donato in memory of, Michael J. Ciavardini (grandson) and Vincent J. D’Donato (Husband).

SMM HEALING MASS

Join us Friday, Feb. 3rd at 7:30 PM

Praise at 7 PM with Msgr. Ralph

WASHINGTON PRO LIFE RALLY

Monday, Jan. 23rd: Our area bus will leave from St. John Chrysostom. Call 610-874-3418

Stand and Pray for Respect of all life as a sacred gift.

STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

As we welcome God’s gift of Jesus, we thank you for the many ways you love the face of Jesus in others, especially the needy.

+

SMM Charity Fund

We have distributed $217,699 since 9-10-09

We need $17,000 to finish the building of the Orphanage. If you would like to donate, please mark your donation: SMM Kenya Orphanage. Msgr. Grima thanks you for $20,000 gift this Christmas.  He assures you of his prayers and the orphans.

+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

January 8th – $26,729.00

Last Year – $24,555.00

Reminder: each school family is required to donate a minimum of $25 ($1,300 yearly) a week to offset the tuition subsidy and PREP families $15 a week.  We assure you of the finest Catholic formation of our students and need your partnership at Mass and funds to increase the salaries of our teachers and improve our programs.  You do your best and God will do the rest.

JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website.   Congratulations to Mel Fenerty for the Knights of Columbus Basket of Cheer.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION FOR YOU

Join Msgr. Ralph or Deacon James

Video on Catholicism

Each Tuesday after the 8:30 AM Mass

And after the Rosary at 8 PM.

One hour will increase your faith and family life.

In reflecting on Pope Benedict’s address to priests, Father Cantalamessa will share on the following theme: "The Co-responsibility of the Priest and Laity in Renewing the Church." He is scheduled to speak at St. Mary Magdalen Parish on Sunday, February 12 & Monday, February 13, 2012 at 7:00 P.M.  Father will also speak to the Seminarians at Saint Charles Seminary on Monday at 11 AM and address the priests of the Archdiocese from 2 PM-4PM. 
 THE ARCHDIOCEAN MEN’S SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE IS ON SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012 AT ARCHBISHOP RYAN H. S. Please join me for these faith formation programs and begin now praying, fasting and practicing charity for the renewal of our priests, deacons and laity to be on fire for the renewal of our Catholic Faith. Web: manupphilly.org  Tony Melendez, Tim Staples and Immaculee

TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.   

We thank all who support this ministry, especially by your donations at our Healing Masses.

LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR

Good Samaritan – A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan.  She asked the class, “If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?”  A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, “I think I’d throw up…”

RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski 610-566-3492 in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd& 4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr. 

SPONSOR A STUDENT

Our Sponsor a Student program needs your help.  As a parish we are sponsoring 19 students for this school year.  We have received donations of $14,500 to date.  The parish tuition for one student is $2,900.  Any donation toward this fund would be appreciated.  Contact Mary Lou X109 or marylousmm@verizon.net.

Spring Sports include: GO HAWKS!!
Boys and Girls Lacrosse JV and V (Girls is 6-8th) (Boys is thru St. Annies.TBA)

Boys and Girls Track (4-8th grades)

Girls Softball JV and V (5-8th)

Boys Baseball (7/8th)

Boys and Girls Golf (5-8th)

Co-ed High School Volleyball (9-12th)

SMM Employment Network
Planning for an Extraordinary Job Search             Join us on Tuesday, January 17, at 7 PM to begin developing a job search plan for 2012 that will help you to achieve the results you desire. We will provide concrete tools and methods to help you develop a job search plan to achieve extraordinary results in the coming year.    During the workshop, we will touch on the following topics: -What elements should be included in your job search plan for 2012?-Does your career search have a focus?  -Have you identified your best skills and do you know which ones might be transferable?-What knowledge do you have that will be valuable to employers?-Who might need those skills and knowledge?   Have you identified target companies or people?-Do your marketing documents (resume, LinkedIn profile, etc) match your career direction?  Are they consistent with one another?-What job search methods are working for you?  What methods are not working? Throughout the workshop, we will provide resources to help you make progress on these issues.   Some of the topics will also be covered in more depth at future meetings this Spring.  Our facilitator for this meeting is Sue Kaiden, Vice President of Joseph’s People and founder of GetWorks, a job search support group for unemployed and underemployed people in Delaware County. This Joseph’s People meeting is hosted by GetWorks-Media chapter and will be held at the Media Presbyterian Church, Hassler Chapel, 30 East Baltimore Avail you have any questions about this meeting or would like assistance from the SMM Employment Network, e-mail us at smmemploy@gmail.com or call Paul or Barb at 484-420-4246.  Hope to see you there! 

Dear Parish Family,

Thank you so much for your incredible generosity towards our Honduras fundraiser this past weekend.  We cannot stress enough how much we appreciate your donations and how much they will help us in our efforts to serve the poor of Honduras.   Our travels to the Amigos de Jesus Orphanage in June, where we will live with the children and volunteer in a local medical clinic, will be life changing for both the children of the orphanage as well as ourselves.  We hope to return with the lessons we’ve learned and the ability to continue to help these families for years to come.   You will be in our prayers as we prepare for our trip. Contact us at: rrobinson30@malvernprep.org,rbradley30@malvernprep.org, and cbradley30@malvernprep.org.    Sincerely,

          Ryan Robinson, Ryan Bradley, and Conor Bradley

PLEASE JOIN US ON January 21, 2012

SMM FOOTBALL TEXAS HOLD’EM

SALOON NIGHT FUNDRAISER

It promises to be a great night of bluffing, betting and card playing. All the excitement begins at 7 PM. The event is open to novices, casual and expert card players. If you’re not ready to compete on the big stage, come cheer on your favorite poker playing celebrity while enjoying karaoke music, dancing, great food, drink and prizes. The proceeds of the tournament will help fund the equipment and field supplies for the new 7th & 8th grade varsity football team which will begin play in the fall of 2012. Tournament Prizes: Top 10 Places Gifts and Gift Certificates Awarded, Silent Auction Prizes, 50/50 chances & SMM Football Apparel Available. Must be at least 21 years of age to attend. We encourage you to bring along your friends! $100 per player, $25 for non-player general admission. Registration forms will be available in back of Church and also on the SMM website at http://www.stmarymagdalen.net/cyo-hawk-news--scores.html.

PSYCHOLOGICAL HARDINESS 

IN THE CAREGIVER

Sister Agnes Hughes IHM will presenting the program on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 at the IHM Conference Center, 401 S. Bryn Mawr Ave., Bryn Mawr (St. Aloysius Mansion) 610-581-0120 from 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM. Stipend $35.00 (light breakfast, lunch and Mass included in the day. Registration by January 20th. 

The caregiver of a loved one suffering from Alzheimer’s disease is uniquely stressful. Take this opportunity to unpack the meaning of psychological Hardiness and learn helpful ways of maintaining your well being in the face of the stress generated in the caretaking role. 
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

Saturday, Jan. 21

  5:30AM – R. & M. Brennan, O. Patane

Sunday, January 22

  7:30AM – D. Busche, C. Aman

10:00AM - C. Ruggieri, M. Matteo, B. McAnulla

11:30AM - D. Morrow, C. Mulhearn, A. Battista

  5:30PM - R. Lairdieson, G. Fizzano

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

Altar server training will take place this year on Wednesday, February 1st and 8th from 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm in the narthex of the Church. Please email Karen Allen at mcglynnallen@verizon.net if you plan on attending.

We are most grateful to Karen Allen for her fine service to our Altar Servers.  If any parent is willing to help with the schedule, contact Deacon James.

THE LIFE OF SAINT LUCY: While still a young maiden, this fourth-century Sicilian saint faced the wrath of a corrupt judge. Her crime? Refusing to abandon her Christian faith and marry a pagan nobleman. To punish her, the judge ruled that she be thrown into prostitution. But as soon as he issued the ruling, Lucy’s slight frame became as immovable as a ton of lead.

Irate, the judge ordered her eyes put out. Her sight was restored almost instantly. Then the judge sentenced her to a death by fire. Nobody could keep the flames going. Finally, a sword was thrust through her neck. That did the trick. Almost, it took the life from the body, but not the power from her witness. Devotion to Lucy spread, after her martyrdom with countless souls converting to Christianity because of her.

Today, St. Lucy, whose name means “light,” is remembered every December 13 with candles, bonfires, and must feasting. Her feast is part of the church’s preparation for Christmas, when we remember the Light of the World coming into the world.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CHARITY

Words cannot express the gratitude I have for the gifts that were delivered to our school for our students. Watching family members picking up the gifts for the children was wonderful. You and your parishioners touched so many lives and brought the true meaning of Christmas to our section of Germantown. Taking care of Christmas gifts is no small undertaking for a single household, yet you helped to provide 15 families with a Christmas they would not have had if not for the help of the Christmas angels from Media! I am truly grateful!

Know that as we gather as a school community each morning we pray for all of the generous benefactors to our school. You and your parishioners are counted among our benefactors and we are all truly grateful and blessed because of it! Sr. Cheryl Ann Hillig, DC, principal of the DePaul Catholic School in Germantown

ENJOY CANADA WITH MSGR. RALPH

Montreal, Quebec, Ottawa, Toronto and Niagara Falls next June 19-27, 2012.   Cost for Double room: $2,674.  We fly to Montreal and bus to Toronto. If you are interested, contact Maureen Rennie-Ward at Premier Travel Agency -6100-285-1868.  We always enjoy faith, fun and develop new friendships.

PRISON MINISTRY: Please Volunteer

You are invited to investigate helping short-time prison inmates on how to adjust to re-entry into society. Thresholds in Delaware County is holding a training session weekend (9 AM to 3 PM) Sat & Sun January 28 & 29, at Neumann College. Call 610-459-9384 to register. For info visit  www.thresholdsdelco.org.

ST. MARY MAGDALEN SENIORS 

The Seniors meet every 2nd Wednesday of the month from September to June in the lower level of the Church.   All are welcome! 

JOIN US ON OUR TRIPS: Laughter & Song from Ireland w/Cadal Dunne & George Casey & Champion Irish Dancers $67 which includes $20 comp, 3PM show tickets, buffet & bus on March 12, 2012.  Sister Act, March 28, 2012, $169, includes bus, dinner & show 

Mediterranean & Greek Islands on Celebrity Silhouette, 14 days, May 4, 2012-May 18, from $3522. Call Joe Profeta at 610-359-0931 or write him at 2689 Old Cedar Grove Rd., Broomall, PA 19008.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

I would first like to thank my co-chairs, Ginger Victoria and Kara Cullen for all their help during this transition year.  Kudos to the 6th grade boys Basketball B team of our parish for making all the beautiful paper balls for our Giving Tree.  We would also like to thank our elves – Bernadette Behrle, Joe Bodalski, Michele Bramley, Mary Brennan, Trish Carman, Marie Courter, Jodi Curran, Mike Fromhold, Kathy Gaval, Jenine Maguire, Ed McLaughlin, Lizanne Newby, Chris Palomba, Jude Pazulski, Al & Rita Spinelli, Bob Schriver, and many others who helped make this a wonderful Christmas for so many needy families.

Approximately 925 balls were taken from the tree.  This included children from 13 families.  Sadly, 12 balls with children’s names were not returned so we filled in where we could.  All families received a turkey and ham and $75.00 in gift cards.  5 additional families were adopted by SMM families bringing the total number to 18 families for which we played Santa this year.

$1,270 in gift cards plus the tree items were divided between Catholic Social Services, the BVM Parish in Darby, and the Katharine Drexel Food Cupboard in Chester.  The 9 new or gently used bikes were warmly received.  City Team received 75 toys.  Joseph’s People received 29 WAWA cards and 25 Acme gift cards.

100 gifts and donated casseroles were given to the Bethesda Project.  Children’s Stewardship also donated toiletries and shaving kits for Bethesda’s Connelly House.

Catholic Social Services in Chester sends a very special “Thank You” for you very generous Christmas Donation of Gift Cards.  – Sister Joseta Ernest

May you have a wonderful and peaceful 2012!

· Sue Fromhold and Mary Ann Schriver
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