EPIPHANY- JAN. 8, 2012 VOCATION WEEK      When the star is gone

When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flock,

The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost, to heal the broken,

To feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nation,

To bring peace among brothers and sisters,

To make music in the heart.

Please Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood this week during Vocation Awareness Week. Pray for our priests to persevere with zeal and enthusiasm.  Know that you draw the graces of priesthood out of us by your trust, just as your children bring out your parental gifts as they call upon you.
First Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6 Glory Shines
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 We are Coheirs
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh
Gospel Summary - The wise men from the East came to Jerusalem and asked where the child who was King of the Jews might be found. Children love this story because it’s filled with things they treasure: gifts, adventure, danger, and mystery. Through these elements, Matthew has made it clear that the magi are foreigners (of the Gentile world in Matthew’s day). It is reassuring for us to know and to help our children come to understand that God welcomes all people of the world to the family of God. By our Baptism, we are part of a family of faith, and as parents, we spend our lives leading our children in that faith and demonstrating to them how we live our own faith. 

Bringing the Gospel to Your Family - There are many people, opportunities, and circumstances that guide our families. Talk about what “stars” lead you as a family. Continue the discussion by reflecting on what gifts you have to offer Jesus. Help your children remember that what we give to others is what we give to Jesus. 
HOPE MEAL PROGRAM

Week of January 8th – 

Maureen Scheuerman– 610-891-0757
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION.  To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739. We are in need of Adorers on Tuesday @ 2AM & Friday @ 8 & 9 PM.   Pray for the priest who inspired you and for all priests. 
FLOWERS in CHAPEL- for Patrick Cotter
MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday, January 7

8:30AM   Lucy DeVuono; 5:30PM  Casimir DeCwikiel
SUNDAY, January 8
7:30AM   Larry Minisci
10:00AM Margaret Kleinberg-3rd Anniversary
11:30AM Doris LaMonaco
5:30PM   John Yannacone
MONDAY, January 9
6:30AM   Jean McAfee; 8:30AM   Jean E. Logan
TUESDAY, January 10
6:30AM   Gertrude Myers; 8:30AM   Gertrude Myers
WEDNESDAY, January 11
6:30AM   Sr. Mary Cornelia
8:30AM   Michael Scannapieco
THURSDAY, January 12
6:30AM   Leo J. Neelan
8:30AM   Bernadette Bruni Bongiorno
FRIDAY, January 13
6:30AM   Sick of the Parish;  8:30AM Irene Bianchi
SATURDAY, January 14
8:30AM   E. Farnsworth Bisbee, II
5:30PM    M. Mildred Cotter
SUNDAY, January 15
7:30AM   Ints of the Hurchalla family
10:00AM Michael Ciavardini
11:30AM George Goglia
5:30PM   Al Mestichelli
THE PRIEST

A priest must be both great and small,

Noble of spirit as if of royal blood,

Simple and natural as if from peasant stock,

A hero in the conquest of self,
A man who fought with God,

A source of sanctification,

A sinner forgiven by God, Master of his desires,

A servant for the meek and feeble,

Who does not bow before the powerful,

But kneels in the presence of the poor,

Disciple of his Lord, Head of his flock,

Beggar with wide-opened hand,

Bearer of countless gifts,

A man on the battlefield,

A mother comforting the sick

With the wisdom of age and the trust of a child,

Aiming for the Most High
 with his feet on the ground,

Made for joy,

Familiar with suffering,

Remote from all envy, lucid, speaking candidly,

A friend of peace,

An enemy of inertia,
 Forever constant…So unlike myself!
PRIESTS NEED YOUR PRAYERS AND LOVE!
CATHOLIC EDUCATION NEEDS THE PARTNERSHIP OF PARENTS, PASTORS, PRINCIPALS, PRESIDENTS, TEACHERS,
THE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES
As we lament the closing of many of our Catholic Schools and strengthen those that merged, we thank God for all the amazing faith and education that the students received to help them become good citizens of earth and become saints for heaven.  The purpose of Catholic Education is to form saints who do their best with the grace and gifts God has blessed them to love God and others and build a culture of life and love.  
[image: image3.wmf]Our goal at Saint Mary Magdalen School is to grow in becoming academically challenging and passionately Catholic.  Our school is a mission of the parish faith community who strongly believes in a virtue and value driven formation of our children.  Thanks to the vibrant faith of our parents, faculty and Church community, we continue to offer an amazing spiritual and academic program that has graduated students who can choose their high school and excel in college.  Above all, they become wonderful parents and skillful professionals and business leaders
Presently, we have 416 students and have some room for more students. We will do our best to maintain our class sizes so that there are no more than 18 in PreK, 20 in our Kindergarten, 25 maximum for first through third grade and no more than 27 for our upper grades.  Parishioners will be given the priority and all families must be interviewed by the pastor and principal to make sure that they are practicing their faith by participating at Mass weekly, volunteering their time and talents, and in addition to paying their tuition, are willing to donate at least $25 a week.   We will assist those struggling families with our Sponsor a Student Program and our Religious Education Fund.

We are grateful to all for believing in Catholic education and sacrificing for the moral and spiritual development so necessary today.  Please pray with me for all students, parents and teachers who will suffer through closings and mergers.  
THE BLESSING OF A CATHOLIC FAMILY

Strengthen your family life with Helen Alvare
January 14th at 6:30 PM – Helen Alvare, Associate Professor of Law, comes to George Mason from Catholic University's Columbus School of Law where she was an associate professor. Professor Alvaré received her law degree at Cornell University in 1984 and a master's degree in systematic theology from The Catholic University of America in 1989.
Professor Alvaré practiced with the Philadelphia law firm of Stradley, Ronon, Stevens & Young, specializing in commercial litigation and free exercise of religion matters. For three years, she worked at the Office of General Counsel for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, where she drafted amicus briefs in leading U.S. Supreme Court cases concerning abortion, euthanasia and the Establishment Clause. For the next ten years, she worked with the Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities at the NCCB. There, she lobbied, testified before federal congressional committees, addressed university audiences, and appeared on hundreds of television and radio programs on behalf of the U.S. Catholic bishops. She assisted the Holy See on matters concerning women, marriage and the family, and respect for human life. Professor Alvaré chaired the commission investigating clerical abuse in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and is an advisor to Pope Benedict XVI's Pontifical Council for the Laity, as well as an ABC News consultant. Her scholarship regularly treats current controversies about marriage, parenting, and the new reproductive technologies.  Above all she is the sister of Rodie Henson, our dear parishioner.
From Mrs. Burke’s Desk…

We are very happy to announce that twenty-five of our fifty eighth grade students have been invited to sit for the Neumann Scholars Program scholarship to be held on January 21, 2012. These students are among the best and the brightest students in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. It is quite an honor to be a candidate. The following students have met the eligibility requirements: Rory Allen, Ryan Brennan, Jack Brinker, Jack Buttimer, Anthony Ciro, Jessica Czachor, Dominic Degnan, Alexander Felton, Jeremy Fratoni, Megan Gilligan, Kristin Grauer, Margaret Anne Hussey, Kristin LaMonaca, Andrew Lombardi, Justin Lombardi, William Lundeen, Owen McGovern, Robert Morro, Taylor Sharkey, Natalie Stefano, Benjamin Valdes, Maxwell Verna, Elizabeth Ward, Jennifer West, and Claudia Westby. We are most proud of these fine young men and women. Registration information: 610-565-1822
SMM ALUMNI NEWS

By President Miss Miniszak

I wish to thank the members of the SMM Home and School Association for their Christmas gift.  I appreciate your thoughtfulness.  It is an honor for me to still be of service to the parents and students of our school.  If any family is considering attending SMM School and would like a tour, please contact me.  

Baptism: Carmela Rosina Gutierrez

Baptismal Class: Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptismal class for all parents. Next Pre-Jordan is January, 11 in the Gathering Room at 7:00PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
If you need your marriage blessed in the church, contact Msgr. Chieffo so that he can renew your vows.

A time to die…Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community, who have died, Louis Alvare (father of Rodie Henson), Msgr. Joseph Cunningham and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 

 A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Edwina Amorosa, Nina and Alfonso Baldi,  Yvonne Bean, Kay Green Blatt, Jean Brennan, Bernie Brill, Giana Campbell, Linda Reeves Charlesworth, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Chris D’Elia, Paul Daniels,   Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Gennela D’Orazio, Bob D’Orazio, Doris Dolan, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Jack Eiserman, Ron Eubanks, Edmund Esposito, Jeanne Francis, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Patrick Hennessy, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson,  Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,  Carmella Messina, Eustace Mita, Jr, Mike Moore, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Annamarie Phillips, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III, Pat Quinn,  Bob Ruggieri, Dr. Charles Sanbe,  Dart Schleeter, Phyllis Scott,  John Shea, Dan Shellington, Roy Small, Mark Storti, George Tonsa, Peter Tripone, Joann Trolio, Anthony Truscello, Dick Veit, Larry Weathers, Dr. John Weigele and  Francis Wesner. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
Interfaith Hospitality: We thank Sue and all the volunteers for helping our homeless. Please sign up to volunteer or donate at www.mysignup.com/smmihn.

WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES

See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998.
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Deacon James for the initial paper work and schedule your Pre Cana talks.

ENJOY CANADA WITH MSGR. RALPH

Montreal, Quebec, Otttawa, Toronto and Niagara Falls next June 19-27, 2012.   Cost for Double room: $2,674.  We fly to Montreal and bus to Toronto. If you are interested, contact Maureen Rennie-Ward at Premier Travel Agency -6100-285-1868.  We always enjoy faith, fun and develop new friendships.

SCHOOL TUITION
The final tuition payment was due January 6, 2012 for this current year.  If you have not sent in payment please do so now with the $25 late fee.  No re-registration forms for next year will be accepted unless all past due tuition is paid in full.

ALUMNI NEWS: By President Miss Miniszak
As our former graduates who are seniors in high schools are preparing for their future, we would love to hear of their plans.  Also, we always like to hear what is happening in our former students’ lives.  Please e-mail me at presidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 ext. 122.

SMM Spirit Night with the Sixers

Join the SMM Cheerleaders and the SMM Hawk as they perform in a Sixers pre-game show on Saturday, January 28 at 7:00PM against the Detroit Pistons.  Discounted tickets are $35 each for lower level seating.  Deadline to order is January 5th.  It will be a fun, family night!  Please pick up a flyer in the Narthex or order tickets through Daniela DiCandilo:  danielad1@verizon.net.
SMM LEGION OF MARY

HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

Tuesday evenings at 7 PM in the lower BVM Ministry Room. Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539. Or become an Auxiliary Member by praying at home. 
WISE PERSONS STILL SEEK THE LORD! 
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

As we welcome God’s gift of Jesus, we thank you for the many ways you love the face of Jesus in others, especially the needy.

+

SMM Charity Fund

We need $37,000 to finish the building of the Orphanage. The roof will go on soon.  If you would like to donate, please mark your donation: SMM Kenya Orphanage. Msgr. Grima thanks you for your gifts and assures you of his prayers.
+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US
Christmas - $101,789.00
Last Year - $95,402.00
January 1st – $18,142.00

Last Year – $22,161.00
Reminder: each school family is required to donate a minimum of $25 ($1,300 yearly) a week to offset the tuition subsidy and PREP families $15 a week.  We assure you of the finest Catholic formation of our students and need your partnership at Mass and funds to increase the salaries of our teachers and improve our programs.  You do your best and God will do the rest.

RELIGIOUS ITEMS FOR MEMORALIZING

Station of the Cross Wood Carving- $5,000

Church Pews are available for $10,000 (1/2 - $5,000)

Reconciliation Room - $15,000

Chandelier - $7,000
Donate a Bell for our Choir:  $250 (we have 25 bells)

JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website.   
ADULT FAITH FORMATION FOR YOU
Join Msgr. Ralph or Deacon James

Video on Catholicism

Each Tuesday after the 8:30 AM Mass

And after the Rosary at 8 PM.

One hour will increase your faith and family life.

MOMMIES PRAY & PLAY

Thursday, January 12th
10 AM – Noon

St. Francis Hall (below Church)

This month our own Lorraine Kinslow will pamper our hands with her expertise gained from working with Mary Kay Cosmetics.  Bring the little ones, or come with a friend.  All are welcome.  
MENS MORNING OF RECOLLECTION

SATURDAY, JAN. 14TH after 8:30 AM Mass

Prayer, talk, sharing and Reconciliation

+
In reflecting on Pope Benedict’s address to priests, Father Cantalamessa will share on the following theme: 
"The Co-responsibility of the Priest and Laity in Renewing the Church." He is scheduled to speak at St. Mary Magdalen Parish on Sunday, February 12 & Monday, February 13, 2012 at 7:00 P.M 

Father will also speak to the Seminarians at Saint Charles Seminary on Monday at 11 AM and address the priests of the Archdiocese from 2 PM-4PM. 

 THE ARCHDIOCEAN MEN’S SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE IS ON SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012 AT ARCHBISHOP RYAN H. S. Please join me for these faith formation programs and begin now praying, fasting and practicing charity for the renewal of our priests, deacons and laity to be on fire for the renewal of our Catholic Faith.
ANNE OF THE LAY Apostolate has been cancelled due to her Dad’s death.
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DANCING WITH THE SMM STARS 

           Event Chair:  Marie & Kevin Keith
mariestmarymagdalen.net, 610-566-8821 ext 126

WEBSITE:  www.stmarymagdalen.net, 2012 Gala
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!!

Pre-Sale of Tickets available NOW for parishioner and dancers after all Masses or by completing the form mailed with your church envelopes.  Cash, check or credit card accepted.  Tickets will sell out, so don’t delay in purchasing!
March 24, 2012– Luncheon at 11 AM (Tickets $50, $40(seniors age 60+) $30(12 & under); Evening Gala at 6:30 PM (Tickets $135  General Admission, Gold Table for 10 + 50 votes $2500; Silver table for 10 + 25 votes $2000), Drexelbrook.  

MEET OUR DANCING

 “STARS” IN THE SPOTLIGHT THIS WEEK….

“Team Chiriaco-Mayo”

The competitor most feared by his fellow dancers because “he has God on his side,” Fr. Bill Chiriaco is representing the rectory in DWTS.  Fr. Bill has been at SMM for 3 years and teaches theology full-time at Cardinal O’Hara.   He has more experience than most of his competitors, having performed in a variety of shows in high school. His motivation for competing: “To see, at 56 years old, if I can still try to dance!”  Fr. Bill will dance with Carmela Mayo.  A dance instructor with more than 40 years of training and experience, she is the owner of Carmela’s Dance Studio in Springfield.  Carmela was honored as Best Director/Choreographer of Northeast PA.  Her goal is to infuse each dance class with equal measures of “discipline, fun and love.” (10% of the money raised by this team will go directly to St. Charles Borromeo Seminary)

“Team Kinslow-Donato”
With boundless creativity and over-the-top energy, Lorraine Kinslow is a natural fit to compete in DWTS.  Representing the PREP teachers, Lorraine traces her dancing roots way back – she started dance lessons when she was just 5 and hasn’t stopped dancing since.  Her other passions include her family, cooking, entertaining, acting, doing voiceovers, selling Mary Kay Cosmetics… the list goes on and on.  And she shimmies and sashays through it all.  “It is music that moves my feet and stirs my soul!” she says.  Lorraine will dance with Joe Donato.  Joe is an accomplished dancer whose repertoire includes swing, salsa, cha-cha, and tango.  But it’s his affinity for smooth ballroom that earned him the nickname “Ballroom Joe.”  He is now in his eighth year of teaching at a studio in Media and by request elsewhere.  (10% of their money raised will go directly to PREP).

TO VOTE:  You can vote & track vote totals for dancers anytime on the website, even if you are not attending the March events.  

MAKE A DONATION:  You can help by 1) Donating merchandise or a gift certificate to be auctioned 2) Advertise in the parish directory 3) Make a monetary donation.   To make a contribution, please complete the Auction Donation Form (available in back of church or on website) and return to the parish office by 2/15/11.  We will be happy to provide you with supporting paperwork for tax deductions.

PLACE AN AD/BUY A STAR – Cast a spotlight on your business by placing an AD in our 2012 Parish Directory kept by hundreds of SMM Parishioners!  NEW:  Color & Mini STAR Messages and Line Messages available.  Download 2012 size and rates from the website or contact Bernadette Behrle, bbehrle@verizon.net   NTOE: Deadline: 1/15/12

RAFFLE TICKETS – Grand Prize Choice of: 1) Viking River Cruise for 2, 2) Disney Dream Cruise for 5, 8-day Caribbean Cruise. 3) $15,000 Cash.  2nd Prize - $2,000 - 3rd Prize - $1,000.  Tickets are $100 and only 500 will be sold.  Drawing to be held at the Gala on March 24th – .need not be present to win.  All proceed help our students and the Religious Endowment Fund.

KEYS – Buy a Key to the Jewel Box for a chance to unlock a rare South Seas Tahitian Gray Pearl and Diamond Necklace.  . Appraised at $15,000.  Keys are $25 and can be tried during Auction Weekend.  Donated “In Memory of Patrick” and through the intercession of Padre Pio.  Purchase in back of Church or by contacting marie@stmarymagdalen.net.
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WE THANK THE RAFFERTY FAMILY

        FOR THE 3 YEAR LEASE ON THE

SUBARU LEGACY IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH

It is an auction item and you can begin the bidding soon by going on our website.

+

TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.   

We thank all who support this ministry, especially by your donations at our Healing Masses.

LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR
Enjoy our pot luck dinner after Mass.

Prayer and medication to follow!
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski 610-566-3492 in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd& 4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr. 

God bless Bonnie on her Birthday!
FR. RANIERO CANTALAMESSA: The laity, the primary agents of evangelization
Their role in evangelization has been described by the Council in the “Decree on the Apostolate of Lay People" by Paul VI and by John Paul II in "The Lay Members of Christ's Faithful People".

The basis for this universal call to mission is already found in the Gospel. After Jesus first sent the apostles out on mission, we then read in the Gospel of Luke that Jesus “appointed seventy-two others, and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to come” (10:1). Those seventy-two disciples were probably all the disciples he had gathered at that point, or at least all those who were disposed to commit themselves seriously to him. Jesus thus sent all his disciples.

I know a layman in the United States, the father of a family, who alongside his profession also carries on powerful evangelization. He is the kind of man who has a good sense of humor and evangelizes to the sound of loud laughter that can only happen with Americans. When he goes to a new place, he begins by saying very seriously, “Twenty-five hundred bishops gathered in Rome have asked me to come proclaim the gospel to you.” People are of course intrigued. He then explains that the 2,500 bishops are those who participated in the Second Vatican Council and wrote the decree on the apostolate of the laity in which they exhort every Christian layperson to participate in the evangelizing mission of the Church. He was perfectly correct when he said, “they asked me.” Those words are not blowing in the wind, addressed to everyone but no one in particular. They are personally addressed to every Catholic lay person.

We all know about the nuclear energy that is released by the fission of the atom. An atom of uranium absorbs a high energy neutron and splits in two, creating two new elements from the original; energy and more neutrons are released though this process. This begins a chain reaction. The two new elements in turn can themselves absorb neutrons and break into four new atoms, and so on to the point where the energy released in the end is enormous. It is not necessarily destructive energy because nuclear energy can be used for peaceful purposes on behalf of the human race.

Similarly, we can say that laypeople are a kind of nuclear energy in the Church on a spiritual level. A layperson caught up with the gospel and living next to other people can “contaminate” two others, and these two, four others, etc. Since lay Christians number not only tens of thousands like the clergy but hundreds of millions, they can truly play a decisive role in spreading the beneficial light of the gospel in the world.

The apostolate of the laity did not begin to be discussed only by the Second Vatican Council; it had already been discussed for a long time. However, what the Council brought forth that was new about this topic concerned the qualification for laypeople to work alongside the apostolate of the hierarchy. They are not merely collaborators who are called upon for their professional contributions, their time, and their resources. They are bearers of charismas through which, Lumen gentium says, they are made “fit and ready to undertake various tasks and offices for the renewal and building up of the church.”
Jesus willed that his apostles would be pastors of the sheep and fishers of men. For the clergy it is easier to be pastors than to be fishermen, that is, it is easier to nourish those who come to Church through the word and the sacraments than it is to seek out those who are far off in cultural environments that are very different. The parable of the lost sheep is reversed today: ninety-nine sheep have gone off and one remains in the sheepfold. The danger for us is to spend all our time nourishing this one remaining sheep and not to have time — also because of the scarcity of clergy — to seek out those who are lost. The contribution of the laity in this situation seems providential.

The most developed expression along these lines is found in ecclesial movements. Their specific contribution to evangelization is to offer adults an opportunity to rediscover their baptism and to become active and committed members of the Church. Many adult conversions and the return of nominal Catholics to religious practice are occurring through these movements.

Recently the Holy Father Benedict XVI has returned to the topic of the importance of the family in evangelization, speaking of the central role of the Christian family: “Just as the eclipse of God and the crisis of the family are linked,” he said, “so the new evangelization is inseparable from the Christian family.”
Commenting on the text in Luke about the seventy-two disciples, St. Gregory the Great writes that he sent them two by two because “there can be no love where there are fewer than two people,” and love is how people can recognize that we are Disciples of Christ. This is true of everyone, but in a very special way for the two parents. If they can do nothing more to help their children in their faith, they would already be accomplishing a great deal if their children, seeing them, could say among themselves, “Look how Dad and Mom love each other.” The scripture says, “love is of God” (1 John 4:7), and that explains why wherever there is some genuine love, God is being proclaimed there.

The first evangelization begins within the walls of the home. Jesus said to a young man who asked him one day what he needed to do to be saved, “go, sell what you have, and give to the poor, . . . and come, follow me” (Mark 10:21). However, in the case of another young man, who wanted to leave everything and follow him, Jesus did not permit him to do that but told him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you” (Mark 5:19).There is a famous Negro spiritual called “There is a Balm in Gilead.” Some of the words can encourage lay people, and not just them, in the task of person-to-person, door-to-door evangelization: “If you can’t preach like Peter, if you can’t pray like Paul, go home and tell your neighbor, he died to save us all.” In two days it will be Christmas. It is a comfort to lay brothers and sisters to remember that in addition to Mary and Joseph around Jesus’ cradle, their representatives were also there, the shepherds and the magi.

Christmas brings us back to the point of the ship’s wake because everything began there with that Baby in the manger. In the liturgy we will hear proclaimed, “Hodie Christus natus est, hodie Salvator apparuit” (Today Christ is born, today the Savior appeared). Hearing these words, let us ponder again what we said about anamnesis that makes an event more present than when it happened the first time. Yes, Christ is born today, because he is truly born for me in the moment when I recognize and believe the mystery. “What good does it do me if Christ was born in Bethlehem once if he is not born again in my heart through faith?” This idea was expressed by Origen [8] and repeated by St. Augustine and St. Bernard. Let us make our invocation the one chosen by the Holy Father for his Christmas greeting this year, and let us repeat it with all the yearning of our hearts: “Veni ad salvandum nos” (Come, Lord, and save us!).

SPONSOR A STUDENT

Our Sponsor a Student program needs your help.  As a parish we are sponsoring 19 students for this school year.  We have received donations of $14,500 to date.  The parish tuition for one student is $2,900.  Any donation toward this fund would be appreciated.  Contact Mary Lou X109 or marylousmm@verizon.net.
Spring Sports Coaching Opportunities
 All positions are open! If you have a passion for sports and enjoy working with children, we would love to have you be a part of our wonderful SMM CYO community. We have many coaching opportunities available.  Varsity and JV level, head coaches, assistant coaches and helpers and volunteers are needed.  Please contact Megan Fizzano at Fizzbe@verizon.net or visit our CYO webpage on the SMM site.  Applications are coaching requirements are listed on CYO webpage. Coaches will be picked at the Jan 17th CYO meeting.  Applications are due by Jan 10th.

Spring Sports include: GO HAWKS!!
Boys and Girls Lacrosse JV and V (Girls is 6-8th) (Boys is thru St. Annies.TBA)

Boys and Girls Track (4-8th grades)

Girls Softball JV and V (5-8th)

Boys Baseball (7/8th)

Boys and Girls Golf (5-8th)

Co-ed High School Volleyball (9-12th)

 
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

We thank you and please dress respectfully.

No sneakers for serving God and his people.
Saturday, January 14

  5:30AM – G. Volpe, O. Parente, M. Goldhorn
Sunday, January 15

  7:30AM  –M. Combs, C. Boyle

10:00AM -  M. Hennessy, J. Hasson, J. Lynch

11:30AM -  M. & K. Gilligan, A. Leonhardt

  5:30PM  - J. & M. Klusarits, C. Toddy
YOUR KIND EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY

Dear Parish Family,

The Masses and prayers you had said for my Mom are deeply appreciated.  She was a lovely, sweet lady.  All her family and friends miss her greatly.  It is very comforting to know so many prayers are sent to the Lord for her.  Thank you for your kindness, 

Sincerely, Jeanne Carullo

A TRIBUTE TO MSGR. RALPH
BY DEACON PETER AND MARY ZURBACH

Comedy you bring to all lifts spirits and helps the little ones see the kindness of God

Heart of gold to minister to all.  Please take care of yourself.

Interest in all members of your parish family

Energetic for the Lord.  Bringing

Faith to a world that can weigh heavily on others

Friend to all and faithful follower of Christ

Outstanding witness of the God who loves us.

May God bless you with a happy and healthy New Year.

       JESUS LOVES YOU AND SO DO I!
8
7

-SMM0035


