CHRISTMAS 2011-The Great Light of Love
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-6 The Light Shone
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 He gave Himself
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 The Savior is Born Reflection for Families - The angels brought good news to the shepherds. As Christmas Day approaches parents often feel exhausted and frazzled. We too may feel low as the shepherd only because we have demanded so much of ourselves. Looking into the faces of our children, is it possible for us to see the true meaning of Christmas? Can their plea to “read one more story” or “play one more game” be a clue for us to enjoy the time we have with them? Maybe this is the year to do something totally daring, like spend more time in pajamas playing all the new games found under the tree. Let Jesus truly come among you.

ADORATION SCHEDULE

We are closing before 8:30 am Mass the Friday before Xmas & New Years. Opening after 8:30 am Mass on the Tuesday after Christmas and New Years. To commit to a Holy Hour please contact Monica 610-891-9483 or Shelly 610-353-7739. We are in need of Adorers on Tuesday @ 2AM. & Friday @ 8 & 9 PM. JESUS LOVES YOU!!!
MASS INTENTIONS
 December 24 - 8:30AM   Joseph Dolan
4:00PM - 6:00PM - 8:00PM 

CHRISTMAS DAY - Sunday

MASSES:  7:30, 10:00 and 11:30 AM (No 5:30 PM)
We welcome Bishop John McIntyre for 10 AM Mass
+

NO 6:30 AM THIS WEEK!
  MONDAY, December 26
    8:30AM   John Spinelli
TUESDAY, December 27
    8:30AM   Cliffe Tucker
WEDNESDAY, December 28
  8:30AM Cardinal John Foley 
  THURSDAY, December 29
  8:30 AM   Helen Mizii
FRIDAY, December 30
    8:30AM Peg Davisson
 NEW YEAR’S EVE- 8:30AM   Sydelle Lax
5:30 PM- McGranery and Dougherty Families

SUNDAY, January 1- HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
  7:30 AM  Lucy DeVuono

 10:00 AM  Elizabeth Eavey

 11:30 AM  Matthew Hallinan

   5:30PM   Robert Russell
BREAD, WINE- Isabel and William Murphy
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The Parable of the Four Sons
 and the Pear Tree

A father sent his four sons on a journey to discover the same pear tree.  Each son was sent out in a different season of the year so that the father could teach them not to judge things too quickly.

 A year later they came back and the first son who went in winter reported that the pear tree was ugly, bent and twisted.  The second son who discovered the pear tree in spring stated that the tree was covered with green buds and full of promises. The son who found the tree in summer described the pear tree as laden with blossoms that smelled sweet and was the most graceful thing he had ever seen.  The fourth son who came upon the tree in the fall disagreed with all three and shared how it was ripe and drooping with fruit and full of fulfillment.

The father explained to his sons that they were all right because they had each seen only one season in the tree’s life. You can not judge a tree or a person by only one season.  The essence of who they are, and the pleasure, joy and the love that come from that life, can only be measured at the end, when all the seasons are up.  If you give up when its winter you will miss the promise of your spring, the beauty of your summer, and the fulfillment of your fall.

Don’t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of the rest.  Don’t judge life by one difficult season.  Persevere through the difficult patches, and better times are sure to come in time.

Aspire to inspire…Before you expire.  Live simply, love generously, and care deeply.  Speak kindly and leave the rest to God.  Happiness keeps you sweet.  Trials keep you strong.  Sorrow keeps you human.  Failure keeps you humble.  Success keeps you growing.  But only God keeps you going.

Thank you for being a special person in every season of my life.  God bless you and keep you in his care through all the seasons of your life. 

Jesus loves you and so do I, Father Ralph 

Dear Parish Family and Friends of SMM:

On behalf of the parish leadership and staff, I thank you for your continued fidelity to our Lord and the Church and your amazing kindness, cooperation, and generosity.

May Jesus bless you with the gladness 

of Christmas which is hope,

 the spirit of Christmas which is Peace,

the heart of Christmas which is Love.

You are remembered daily 

in our Masses and prayers.

Mrs. Barbara Burke, Miss Patricia Miniszak

Deacon James DiFerdinand, Deacon Peter Zurbach

Sister Mary James McCaffrey

Fr James Hughes, Fr William Chiriaco, Fr John Mulgrew, Msgr. Ralph Chieffo

+
THE BLUE RIBBON COMMISSION REPORT

Pastors, Principles, Presidents and Director of Religious Education are invited by Archbishop Chaput on Friday, January 6th to learn the results of their study.  Unsustainable schools will close or merge.   Some parishes are also being studied to close or become worship sites. Please pray for all involved and continue to partner with the Archbishop and pastors for God’s will in all decisions.  GOD’S WILL IS OUR PEACE
I am daily edified by the vibrant faith of our parish family who practices Christian charity through our ministries and stewardship programs.  Our Charity Fund has touched the hearts of so many within and outside the parish.  Besides helping needy Catholic schools, the poor, and homeless, we are finally finishing our SMM Oasis of Peace Orphanage in Kenya.  Our religious education is graced with 416 school children and 140 PREP students along with our youth ministry.  We look forward to Our Parish Social on March 24, 2012 with our Dancing SMM Stars.

Keep Christ the reason for every season for as Cardinal John Foley taught me in the seminary, we can not be sane without being sanctified each day. Wholeness is Holiness! If we take Jesus out of our daily life, we become “a blind person, in a dark room, looking for a black cat that is not there.”   Let the Light of Christ radiate from you until the face of Jesus greets you.
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On behalf of the administration, faculty, staff and students of SMM we want to wish you a Christmas season filled with God’s peace and a New Year filled with all God’s choicest Blessings! We are very happy to announce that twenty-five of our fifty eighth grade students have been invited to sit for the Newmann Scholars Program scholarship to be held on January 21, 2012. These students are among the best and the brightest students in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. It is quite an honor to be a candidate. The following students have met the eligibility requirements, Rory Allen, Ryan Brennan, Jack Brinker, Jack Buttimer, Anthony Ciro, Jessica Czachor, Dominic Degnan, Alexander Felton, Jeremy Fratoni, Megan Gilligan, Kristin Grauer, Margaret Anne Hussey, Kristin LaMonaca, Andrew Sharkey, Natalie Stefano, Benjamin Valdes, Maxwell Verna, Elizabeth Ward, Jennifer West, and Claudia Westby. We are most proud of these fine young men and women. 
SMM STEWARDS: We are grateful to Sue Fromhold for coordinating the outpouring of Christmas gifts, food and gifts.  We thank our principal, faculty, CYO, our parish nurse and team for their visits and our children singing at Sunrise. Bill Cotter was named President of Bethesda Team. Action News revealed the awesome spirit of our youth group partnering with Samantha Twining Secret.  I keep getting praise for our parish family for our children’s stewardship as they sing and share their blessings with others.  Love, Msgr. Ralph
A time to be Baptized; Amada Ruth Villabos and Xavier Stephen Degnan
Call Peter or Mary Zurbach to sign up for Baptismal class for all parents. Next Pre-Jordan is January, 11 in the Gathering Room at 7:00PM. Sponsor Eligibility Letters from the parishes are needed three weeks before the Baptism. We ask you to come for instructions before you give birth so that you can be prepared in choosing your date and sponsors. We remind all parents and Godparents that they must be registered and practicing Catholics.  Godparents must be 16 years of age and have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
If you are interested in becoming a Catholic or have not completed the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Communion or Confirmation, contact Deacon Zurbach as soon as possible.  

If you need your marriage blessed in the church, contact Msgr. Chieffo so that he can renew your vows.

A time to die…Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of our SMM Faith Community, who have died Cardinal John Foley, Msgr. John Sharkey, Helen Grinnan, Albert Ruggieri, Leo Neelan, and all the victims of war, and the 4,100 daily abortions. 

 A time to heal:  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK & OUR SOLDIERS in harm’s way: Fr. James Hughes,    Flo Albrecht, Baby Vaughan, Louis Alvare, Nina and Alfonzo Baldi,  Yvonne Bean, Kay Green Blatt, Jean Brennan, Bernie Brill, Giana Campbell, Linda Reeves Charlesworth, Dave Clark, Nancy Clay, Fran Cook, Sean Cosden, Regis Cronin, Chris D’Elia, Paul Daniels,   Michael Delaney, Carol Desko, Anna DiDonato, Gennela D’Orazio, Bob D’Orazio, Gina DiMarino, Doris Dolan, Carla Donato, Tim Dowd, Kathleen Durham, Bobbie Edwards, Stephanie Egan, Ron Eubanks, Edmund Esposito, Robert Franklin, Rev. John Freeman, Katie Gallagher, Helen Hartman, Patrick Hennessy, Junka Husted, Elliott & Henry Johnson,  Lucille Konecny, Caren Pappano Ladd, Lucy Lanzellotti, Joe Malloy, Leo Maloney, Joseph Manion, Joe MacDonald, Debra Marcoux, Peggy Matthews,  Carmella Messina, Eustace Mita, Jr, Mike Moore, William O’Brien, Denis O’Brien,  Andrea Orsini, Carolyn Paulson, Bryana Perea, Annamarie Phillips, Thomas Preising, Bill Purner III, Pat Quinn,  Bob Ruggieri, Dart Schleeter, Phyllis Scott,  John Shea, Dan Shellington, Roy Small, Mark Storti, George Tonsa, Peter Tripone, Joann Trolio, Anthony Truscello, Larry Weathers, Dr. John Weigele and  Francis Wesner. Call Msgr. Ralph, if you need a priest to offer the Sacrament of God’s Healing Love – cell 610-389-9541.
WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES

John & Meghan Leighton, Stephen & Melanie DiBlasi & Family and Joseph & Julie Hartman. See Msgr. Chieffo for a Registration Form after Mass or stop in our Parish Offices in the lower level Mon through Fri 8:30AM-4:30 PM.  Offices close for lunch Noon-1PM.  If you would like your family and home to be blessed, please call the parish office. If you are interested in visiting our new families to share about our parish activities, contact Joanne Hinkle at 610-892-3998.
WEDDINGS need to be arranged 6 months ahead. You need to be a practicing Catholic and registered.    At least one partner must be a practicing and active member of our parish or their parents.  Please call Deacon James for the initial paper work and schedule your Pre Cana talks.

SMM LEGION OF MARY

HONOR THE BVM AND YOUR FAMILY FAITH

Tuesday evenings at 7 PM in the lower BVM Ministry Room. Call Karen Kelly at 610-565-6539. Or become an Auxiliary Member by praying at home. 
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS!!!

Our small Faith Sharing group is more a discussion group with your fellow parishioners using the current Sunday Mass readings as a kick-off point. Meetings are kept to an hour in a relaxed, sociable setting. Facilitators and times of meetings are listed below. Please call Bonnie Clark (610-353-7930) or one of the facilitators. 

Mon 1:00PM: Betty Mulhern 610-353-5035.

Twice monthly: Sue Mita 610-566-4819

Tues 7:30PM (2x a mo): Mary Ann Foster, 566-1399.

Wed 7AM Men’s Group: Don Saleski 610-566-3492 in Church Gathering Room.

Monthly, Wed: 9:30AM, toddler’s welcome: Jeanne Barker 610-627-1009.

Thurs. 3 PM: Eleanor O’Rourke, White Horse Village 610-558-9128.

Thurs 7:30PM: Bonnie Clark (2nd& 4th wks) 610-353-7930.  If you would like to start a group, call Msgr. 
LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR
If the three wise men were three wise women, they would have arrived on time, find room in the inn, throw a baby shower and help with the delivery.

ENJOY CANADA WITH MSGR. RALPH

Montreal, Quebec, Otttawa, Toronto and Niagara Falls next June 19-27, 2012.   Cost for Double room: $2,674.  We fly to Montreal and bus to Toronto. If you are interested, contact Maureen Rennie-Ward at Premier Travel Agency -6100-285-1868..  We always enjoy faith, fun and develop new friendships.
STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING

As we welcome God’s gift of Jesus, we thank you for the many ways you love the face of Jesus in others, especially the needy.

+

SMM Charity Fund

We need $37,000 to finish the building of the Orphanage. The roof will go on soon.  If you would like to donate, please mark your donation: SMM Kenya Orphanage. Msgr. Grima thanks you for your gifts and assures you of his prayers.
+

YOUR FAITH GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE PRECIOUS TO ALL OF US

December 11 - $24,906.00
Last Year –$24,560.00

Retired Religious Fund - $3,776.00

Endowment - $938.00

Reminder: each school family is required to donate a minimum of $25 ($1,300 yearly) a week to offset the tuition subsidy and PREP families $15 a week.  We assure you of the finest Catholic formation of our students and need your partnership at Mass and funds to increase the salaries of our teachers and improve our programs.  You do your best and God will do the rest.

RELIGIOUS ITEMS FOR MEMORALIZING

Station of the Cross Wood Carving- $5,000

Church Pews are available for $10,000 (1/2 - $5,000)

Reconciliation Room - $15,000

Chandelier - $7,000   Two chapel chairs- $500 each
Donate a Bell for our Choir:  $250 (we have 25 bells)
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                Event Chair:  Marie & Kevin Keith
marie@stmarymagdalen.net, 610-566-8821 ext 126

WEBSITE:  www.stmarymagdalen.net, 2012 Gala

THE EVENT:  3/9 – 3/11 – Auction Weekend, St. Francis Room below Church.  All Welcome!

3/24 – “Dancing with the SMM Stars” – Luncheon at 

11 AM (Tickets $50, $40(seniors AGE 60+) $30(12 & under); Evening Gala at 6:30 PM (Tickets $135 – Gold Table for 10 + 50 votes $2500; Silver table for 10 + 25 votes $2000), Drexelbrook.  

TICKETS – SMM Parishioners & Dancers can purchase tickets NEXT WEEKEND after all Masses or complete the form mailed with your church envelopes and return.  This event will sell out, so don’t delay in purchasing your tickets!
+

TO VOTE:  The STAR Dancers have been announced.  Who is your favorite?  You can vote & track vote totals for dancers anytime on the website, even if you are not attending the March events.  

MAKE A DONATION:  You can help by 1) Donating merchandise or a gift certificate to be auctioned 2) Advertise in the parish directory 3) Make a monetary donation.   To make a contribution, please complete the Auction Donation Form (available in back of church or on website) and return to the parish office by 2/15/11.  We will be happy to provide you with supporting paperwork for tax deductions.

PLACE AN AD/BUY A STAR – Cast a spotlight on your business by placing an AD in our 2012 Parish Directory kept by hundreds of SMM Parishioners!  NEW:  Color & Mini STAR Messages and Line Messages available.  Download 2012 size and rates from the website or contact Bernadette Behrle, bbehrle@verizon.net Deadline: 1/15/12
RAFFLE TICKETS – Grand Prize Choice of: 1) Viking River Cruise for 2, 2) Disney Dream Cruise for 5, 8-day Caribbean Cruise. 3) $15,000 Cash.  2nd Prize - $2,000 - 3rd Prize - $1,000.  Tickets are $100 and only 500 will be sold.  Drawing to be held at the Gala on March 24th.  All proceed help our students and the Religious Endowment Fund.

KEYS – Buy a Key to the Jewel Box for a chance to unlock a rare South Seas Tahitian Gray Pearl and Diamond Necklace.  . Appraised at $15,000.  Keys are $25 and can be tried during Auction Weekend.  Make great Christmas gifts! Donated “In Memory of Patrick” and through the intercession of Padre Pio.  Purchase in back of Church or by contacting marie@stmarymagdalen.net.
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WE THANK THE RAFFERTY FAMILY

FOR THE 3 YEAR LEASE ON THE

SUBARU LEGACY IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH

It is an auction item and you can begin the bidding soon by going on our website.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION FOR YOU

In reflecting on Pope Benedict’s address to priests, Father Cantalamessa will share on the following theme: 
"The Co-responsibility of the Priest and Laity in Renewing the Church." He is scheduled to speak at St. Mary Magdalen Parish on Sunday, February 12 & Monday, February 13, 2012 at 7:00 P.M 

Father will also speak to the Seminarians at Saint Charles Seminary on Monday at 11 AM and address the priests of the Archdiocese from 2 PM-4PM. 
 THE ARCHDIOCEAN MEN’S SPIRITUALITY CONFERENCE IS ON SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2012 AT ARCHBISHOP RYAN H. S. Please join me for these faith formation programs and begin now praying, fasting and practicing charity for the renewal of our priests, deacons and laity to be on fire for the renewal of our Catholic Faith.
HELEN ALVARE- will speak on Marriage, Family, Religious Freedom and the Catholic Church on Saturday, January 14th after the 5:30 PM Mass

+

ANNE OF THE LAY Apostolate will have a day of recollection on personal spiritual renewal and charity on Saturday, January 21st from 9 AM and end with Mass at 5:30 PM.

SMM ALUMNI NEWS:
By President Miss Miniszak
Our parish community should be very proud of what these graduates have accomplished because you helped provided them with their formational and educational background.  We would love to hear about what is happening in our former students’ lives.  Please e-mail us at presidentsmm@verizon.net or call Miss Miniszak at 610-566-8821 at ext. 122.  

Elissa Jensen, SMM Class of 2008, just signed a letter of intent to row for UCLA starting next fall.  She wants to major in Business and Nutritional Sciences.  Elissa attends Merion Mercy Academy at the present time.

Ian McLarney, SMM Class of 2008, attended University of Notre Dame’s Introduction to Engineering Program this past summer. He has received the General Excellence Award (Highest GPA) in each of first three years and Distinguished Honors every quarter at Malvern Preparatory School. This year he is Vice-President of the Student Council.  Also, Ian is a member of the National Honors Society and received the University of Virginia’s Jefferson Book Award: “for best representing the Jefferson ideals of scholarship, leadership, and citizenship. In addition he is on the Varsity Soccer and Varsity Tennis Teams.            
Allsion Saft, Class of 2008, who now resides in Texas received $100,000 Merit Scholarship to Tulane University and is on the short list for Oxford University in England. 

Congratulations to our SMM graduates who were involved with the Cardinal O’Hara Play “Footloose.”  Maggie Shevlin, SMM Class of 2008, had the lead role as Arial.  Stephen McAlee, Class of 2010, Nicole McAlee, Class of 2008 and Brooke Lambert, Class of 2011, were in the cast.  John McNichol, Class of 2008, was the manager of the stage crew.  Jessie West, Class of 2008, was on the stage crew. The following are some of the accomplishments of our seniors in high schools.
CONGRATULATIONS to Sean Tylor who attends Bishop Shanahan High School and achieved second honors for the first Quarter Report.

Students attending Archbishop Carroll High School who achieved first honors: Kerry Newby, Natalia Fabisiak, Anita Morro, Meredith Campbell and Casey Stoyell-Mulholland. Those earning second honors: Jeffrey Gropp, Jessica Bellia, Ryan McFadden and James Covello, III.

THANKS FROM WEST PHILADELPHIA

Dear St Mary Magdalen,

Thanksgiving was a time of great joy and gratitude for our neighbors in West Philadelphia, thanks to your generosity and thoughtfulness.  It was a privilege for me to watch as people in great need experienced even greater care and compassion through so many generous donations to our outreach programs.  We distributed over 140 food baskets and turkeys during the week of November 20 and then served over 200 guests on Thanksgiving Day. Daly Hall, our parish hall named after Monsignor James Daly, was filled with love and blessings that day.

Thank you for the part you played in this great expression of God’s love for our neighbors.  Please know that you have a special remembrance in my prayers and that of our parish community, Gratefully, Sr Nancy Roche, SSJ, Parish Social Minister

BETHESDA PROJECT

Today is Casserole Sunday

The tracking was started in June (27), July (38), August (41) September (49) and October (53), November (58).  That is a total of 2080 meals to help feed the hungry.  

We are humbled and grateful for the outpouring of love, help and prayers that have been given to the hungry at Bethesda this year. On Tuesday, December 20th, a few Bethesda volunteers will host the monthly birthday party at Connelly House. We have also worked hard to collect gift certificates and toiletry items for the 23 residents so we can help them all celebrate Christmas. Bethesda feeds over 150 people a day and we are proud of the contribution St. Mary Magdalen parishioners have given to God’s hungry people. Please contact Jean at j2215c@aol.com or Joanne at johinkle53@yahoo.com with any thoughts, suggestions or ideas.

SMM Spirit Night with the Sixers

Join the SMM Cheerleaders and the SMM Hawk as they perform in a Sixers pre-game show on Saturday, January 28 at 7:00PM against the Detroit Pistons.  Discounted tickets are $35 each for lower level seating.  Deadline to order tickets are January 5th.  It will be a fun, family night!  Please pick up a flyer in the Narthex or order tickets through Daniela DiCandilo:  danielad1@verizon.net.

TUNE INTO MSGR. RALPH ON THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio from 5 PM – 6 PM Call 610-527-2906 for your comments and questions.   

We thank all who support this ministry, especially by your donations at our Healing Masses.
JOIN OUR KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We meet the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the St. Francis Room.  Contact our Grand Knight Steven Visek at 610-565-0231 or visit our parish website.   We congratulate our three winners of Keep Christ in Christmas Essay and all who participated.  We have the basketball throw coming up soon and other events to build fraternity, unity and patriotism among us.
How I Keep Christ in Christmas

by Mikey Klusarits

Many people think that all Christmas is just receiving presents from others. They also think of hot chocolate, candy canes, and toys. They are thinking that, when they should be thinking about Christ. In Advent, you should get ready for the coming of Jesus and nothing else. Some people are even starting to call Christmas, “X-mas” and leaving out the “Christ.” As time goes by, people forget more and more about Christmas’ true meaning. Christmas’ true meaning is the birth of Jesus Christ. 

The word Christmas originated from an early English phrase, “Cristes Maesse” which means “Mass of Christ.” Yet, some people still do not go to mass on Christmas. When I was younger, Christmas was my favorite holiday because of the presents. Now, it is my favorite holiday because of the birth of Jesus. When most people wake up on Christmas morning they celebrate because of the presents, but not because that very day, a long time ago, Jesus Christ was born. Every Christmas before we dig into the presents, my family says a prayer to Jesus. Also, every year around Christmas, my family donates much money, clothes, food, and time to others in need. 

This year, I have set several goals for myself that I completed and never thought I could. I have also been doing extra nice things. I know I am just one person, but I can still change the lives of people who are in need. If everyone does these things, we can all definitely keep Christ in Christmas. 

KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS-
by Dan Morrow

Christmas is a very important holiday for Christians, but sometimes it is hard to remember the true meaning of Christmas. Sometimes people are worried about buying the perfect gift or decorating their home.  Sometimes it feels like it is more important to get lights hung than to remember what the lights symbolize. Television commercials make it seem that Christmas is only about buying and trading presents. To keep Christ in Christmas, we must remember that the real meaning of Christmas is the preparation of our hearts for the coming of Christ.

At Christmas, we do things to be more like Jesus. Stewardship is important because it a chance for each of us to be more like Jesus by doing things for others.  For instance, my basketball team cut out the ornaments for the giving tree in the back of the church. We recently went to Fair Acres and made crafts with people who are not able to get out much anymore, just like Jesus spent time with people who were in need.  Most importantly, we go to mass on Christmas to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  I try hard to participate and listen in mass to be closer to God. When the lights and the decorations come down, I use the feeling of Christmas to try to remember that Jesus’ light shines all year long and so does the message of Christmas: that God sent Jesus to be with us always.   

How I Keep Christ in Christmas
by Charlie Verna

I keep Christ in Christmas by preparing my heart and going to the Christmas Eve mass.  I think it is the best mass of the year because there are so many people in mass. A while before Christmas is here, we watch the Nativity Story movie. To start off the Christmas season my family donates gifts and money to the needy.  Right before Christmas, we all go to confession so that we can welcome Christ with a clean heart.


Christmas is all about Christ and a lot of times I see signs for “X-mas Trees.”  When I look at “X-mas,” I think the “X” is like someone crossing Christ out of Christmas.  It’s as if everyone thinks Christmas is all about the toys and the shopping. My family says that when you keep Christ in your life everyday, then it is a lot easier to keep him in Christmas. I hear many people saying, “I want this and that for Christmas,” or maybe, “Look what I got for Christmas” and everyone seems to forget about the most important part - Jesus. All those people forget that without Christ, we would not have anything we have now.


So the next time you get something you want for Christmas, or any time of the year, just remember that it’s because of Jesus that we have anything.  That is how I keep Christ in Christmas and every day.

A Christmas Story – Brain Hickman is a fifth grader in Los Angeles. He had been welcomed to perform in the school Talent Show until they heard his song, “We Shine.”  The principal stated, “This song says Jesus too many times.”  His mother and he went to court and Jesus won!  Have a Blessed Christmas. NO JESUS- NO PEACE       KNOW JESUS- KNOW PEACE

SCHOOL CHOICE: This legislation creates a more just system of education wherein students can attend the school that fits their education needs, instead of being assigned a school based solely on geographic location. School choice reinforces the idea that parents, not the government, are the primary educators of their children.  The current treatment of children, especially those from low-income families, is unjust and inequitable.  Also, I’d like to be clear that this is not a public vs. private school issue. Public schools and private school together fulfill the moral obligation we have to educate our children.  Simply put, school choice is good for students, for school and for the entire community. More information is available in the bulletin and online via the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference at www.pacathol.org.  I ask you to please call or visit your legislator and ask them to support legislation that includes two parts a voucher program and an increase to the tax credit scholarships.  If you are unable to visit or call, log on to www.pacatholic.og to send a message via email.
SPONSOR A STUDENT

Our Sponsor a Student program needs your help.  As a parish we are sponsoring 19 students for this school year.  We have received donations of $14,500 to date.  The parish tuition for one student is $2,900.  Any donation toward this fund would be appreciated.  Contact Mary Lou X109 or marylousmm@verizon.net.
Interfaith Hospitality: We thank Sue and all the volunteers for helping our homeless. Our next hosting week will be January 1. Share your holiday spirit. Please sign up to volunteer or to make a dinner at www.mysignup.com/smmihn.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

It is time for us, as a married couple, to renew and refresh our marriage.  Join us for our next weekend January 27-29, 2012.  For information and to register, call 1-800-456-8330.

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE

We thank you and please dress respectfully.

No sneakers for serving God and his people.

Saturday, December 24
  4:00 PM – H. Bateman, L. Croquette, D. Rennie

  6:00 PM - G. Wolk, A. Battista, C. Robinson

  8:00 PM - R. Allen, C. Stoyell-Mulholland
Sunday,    December 25
  7:30AM – M. McFadden
10:00AM – R. & M. Brennan, M. Matteo
11:30AM - J. Conroy, O. Patane
THE ROMAN MISSAL - MERRY CHRISTMAS
Each Christmas around the world we begin with these simple words from a much loved song, “In the little village of Bethlehem was born a child one day and the sky was bright with a golden light o’er the place where Jesus lay.” There is a hush in the parish as the song is sung. It is both familiar and reassuring as we all sing together as a family. The words bring forth an image that is imprinted in our minds, the humble place where The Blessed Virgin Mary gave birth to the infant, Jesus.

Throughout the Advent season we have been immersed 

with new “words” of the Revised Translation of the Roman Missal for the Mass. Words that give us great images of Holy Scripture and the essence of our faith. For many of us the change brought us closer to Christ and the deeper spiritual enlightenment.

For those who may have missed a few of the instructions or perhaps those who would like to reread some of the instructional leaflets that were in past bulletins during the advent season rest assured that you can to our Archdiocesan website (www.archphila.org) and become better acquainted on the actual changes in the Mass texts, especially the people’s parts. All these changes are positive and they help to convey many of the rich biblical images and allusions in the original Latin text. These changes help to emphasize God’s unconditional love, goodness, power and glory for us. When we become immersed with the meanings of the revised text we can better understand the Eucharist as the sacrificial memorial of Christ’s death, and the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.

The more we grasp the meaning of what we say and do at mass the better our encounter with Christ can be. The Liturgy will then be familiar and imprinted in our minds and heart with the great images of Holy Scripture and the essence of our faith. Then a month, six months or a year from now, when we sit together as the Body of Christ, as a family celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass we will be fully immersed as active participants.

CHOIR NEWS RECRUITING
We are grateful to Mary Ellen Harris for directing our music program, especially for our adult choir and children’s choir.  New members are most welcome and you will prepare your voices for heaven.

+
BELL CHOIR! Come join us to prepare for a very special masses. For information- contact Mary Ellen Harris at 610-566-8821 Ex. 123 or maryellen@stmarymagdalen.net
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