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     Saint Mary Magdalen Church 

2400 North Providence Road

Media, PA 19063
Phone: 610-566-8821  Fax: 610-627-9670

PRESS RELEASE

 “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Gala Cast Revealed

Media, PA.  Who will be voted St. Mary Magdalen’s best celebrity dancer?  Which stars have the right moves to rule the dance floor?  The star-studded cast for St. Mary Magdalen Parish’s 2012 “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Gala was announced on Saturday night, November 5, 2011 at a festive “Reveal Party.” 

Inspired by the hit ABC-TV show Dancing With The Stars, St. Mary Magdalen’s “Dancing with the SMM Stars” will feature thirteen of St. Mary Magdalen's very own talented “Stars,” representing all facets of parish life.  Each “Star” dancer will be paired with an experienced ballroom dance “Pro” from the local community for a competition performance at the “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Gala on March 24, 2012 at The Drexelbrook.  

At the recent “Reveal Party” at St. Mary Magdalen’s Parish Hall, several hundred parishioners danced the night away and enjoyed fine food, beer and wine provided by Finley Catering.  After much anticipation and excitement, Monsignor Ralph J. Chieffo, pastor, announced the selected “Dancing with the SMM Stars” dancers.   The “celebrity” dancers represent such groups as St. Mary Magdalen’s seniors, lectors, CYO, Knights of Columbus, fundraising chairpersons, alumni, PREP, school parents, faculty, and clergy.  The “Pros,” who are some of the areas’ finest professional dancers and instructors, have donated their time to transform these “ silver foxes,” “overweight and out-of-shape fathers,” former “disco kings,” “old gray mares,” high school musical “stars,” “SMM moms,” and “fitness fanatics” into ballroom dancers.

The St. Mary Magdalen Dance “Stars” and their “Pro” partners are: Chuck Aman and Kim Forlini, owner and artistic director of Springton Dance Academy; Edwina Amoroso and Bill Sapp, American Smooth & Rhythm Champion and owner of Bill Sapp’s Ballroom Dancing Studio; Principal Barbara Burke and Joe Mingioni, competitive ballroom dancer; Rudy Chillemi and Susanna Cointot, champion ballroom dancer; Reverend Bill Chiriaco and Carmela Mayo, owner of Carmela’s Dance Studio; Stephen DiPietro and Julie Berger, founder and artistic director of the Salsa in the Suburbs Dance Studio; Jodi Evert and Austin Connors, professional choreographer and development director for the Media Theatre; Mike Hussey and Lori Coyle, Argentine Tango specialist and owner of Sangha Space; Lorraine Kinslow and Joe Donato, aka “Ballroom Joe” and owner of Ballroom By Request; Lynne Meissner and Donald Nee, owner of Don’s Dance World; Dan Morrow and Carol Elia, dancer and group fitness, yoga and personal training instructor; Patty Panzo and Phil Hunt, dancer, singer, musician, and partner at Reel-to-Real Video Solutions; and Tom Verna and Nicky Verna, dancer, group fitness and Zumba instructor. 
The dance “stars” will raise proceeds for the Parish by tapping their toes, shaking their hips and swirling across the dance floor to the delight of hundreds of guests at the March “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Gala. The couples will perform to collect dollar-value votes, with proxy voting available by smart phone or computer even before the show's performance.  The winner of the coveted SMM “Mirror Ball Trophy” will be determined based on total donations earned and the audience’s favorite the evening of the Gala.
In addition to the ballroom dance competition, the March 24th Gala at The Drexelbrook will feature delicious food and cocktails; a silent auction with many fabulous items, including vacation getaways, electronics, sports tickets, memorabilia, and “priceless” class projects; raffles for a cruise and a rare South Seas Tahitian gray pearl and diamond necklace; and dancing to the lively music of “The Philly Party Band.”  The Gala is sure to be a fun-filled and fantastic evening of  “friend raising” and fundraising, with proceeds benefiting St. Mary Magdalen School, PREP, and various Parish outreach programs.  

For additional information about the “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Gala, including “Star” and “Pro” biographies, or to purchase tickets, make a donation to the Silent Auction, or place an ad in the Gala Program Book, please visit www.stmarymagdalen.net, or contact Marie Keith, Event Chair, at (610) 566-8821/marie@stmarymagdalen.net. 
Photo 1:  St. Mary Magdalen “Stars,” representing different Parish groups, and their local dance “Pros,” including (front l-r) Carol Elia, Jodi Evert, Susanna Cointot, Barbara Burke, Patty Panzo, Lynne Meissner, Kim Forlini, Lorraine Kinslow, Julie Berger, Nicky Verna, Edwina Amoroso, Carmela Mayo, (back l-r) Dan Morrow, Rudy Chillemi, Joe Mingioni, Mike Hussey, Don Nee, Chuck Aman, Joe Donato, Stephen DiPietro, Tom Verna, Bill Sapp, and Rev. Bill Chiriaco will compete in a ballroom dance competition and raise money for the Parish at the “Dancing with the SMM Stars” Gala on March 24, 2012 at The Drexelbrook.  (Missing from the photo are Austin Connors, Lori Coyle and Phil Hunt). 
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