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Saint Mary Magdalen Church

Faith in Jesus Reveals Our True Identity

Pope Benedict XVI taught us that faith in the person 
of Jesus reveals our true identity. We are created in 

the image of the Trinitarian love of the Father for the 
Son in the power of the Holy Spirit. From His divine 

will and pleasure, God blesses us with intellect 
and free will so we can love Him and one 

another with our minds and hearts. 

Like Benedict, the more we understand and 
imitate the heart and mind of Jesus through worship, 

education, and charity, the more we discover His 
presence, power, and peace in our daily lives. 

If we want to build and enjoy a culture of life, we 
must pray for the courage of the wise men and 

women, our saints, who embraced the Word of God 
that took flesh and blood in Jesus of Nazareth. 

For Jesus is the Way and the Truth to Live and Love 
on our journey back to God. The Bible is God’s love 
letter, forming us as Missionary Disciples of Jesus.  

The Feast of the Epiphany challenges us to ponder
 the mystery of Jesus and embrace his divine mercy. 

These men of knowledge understood that knowledge 
without faith in a higher deity who created life leads 

to materialism and death. By discovering Jesus 
and offering their gifts, they acknowledged Jesus 

as the true Priest, Prophet, and King of the universe. 
Gold was the sign of kingship, frankincense revealed 

Christ as a priest, and myrrh signaled that Jesus would 
teach us the secret to eternal life through the mystery 
of his passion, death, and resurrection. How wise are 

we to recognize what Pope Benedict stated: 
“Faith without reason leads to fanaticism, and 

reason without faith leads to materialism.”

Like the Magi, we can only discover our gifts when we 
share them generously with those we love and serve. 

Saint Paul changed from persecuting Christians 
to becoming the greatest evangelist by believing in 

the challenge of Jesus: “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me.” Paul learned that we are all God’s 
precious children. Jesus is the “Light of the world” 

who alone can transform the darkness of sin 
and despair into the light of hope and healing 
with his divine mercy. Jesus commands us to 

“Let your light shine before all so that they may 
see the good you do and give glory to God.” 

Witnesses make the best teachers. Do not allow the 
culture of death to distract you from building a culture 
of faith in God, the Church, and family life. Lay down 

our time, talents, and treasure for our best forever and 
faithful friend, Jesus, who promises you a family of 

faith and cheerful and compassionate companions of 
Jesus to build a culture of life and love.
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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 

8:30 AM & 4:30 PM Vigil
a 

Sunday

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 
11:30 AM, and 5:30 PM 

a 
Weekday

Monday thru Friday 
6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

ADORATION, ROSARY & CONFESSION TIMES 
Adoration Chapel: 

Monday at 7 AM through Friday until Midnight.

Confessions from 9 to 9:30 AM on Saturdays. 
For a private confession time, please call the parish office.

Pro-Life Rosary & Reflection at 7 PM on Mondays in the Church.
Legion of Mary at 9:30 AM on Tuesdays in the Gathering Room.

Rosary at 7:15 PM on Tuesdays in the Chapel.
Flame of Love Devotions on Friday at Noon in the Chapel.

a
ELECTRONIC PARISH GIVING

Visit our website’s ‘Giving’ page to make a one time gift or
sign-up for recurring electronic donations through the ‘Parish Giving’ 

program, or send your offertory to our parish office. Thank you!



As Jesus’ Missionary Disciples, We:

Renew. Revive. Rejoice.
NEW! A COUPLES’ RETREAT

FEBRUARY 17 FROM 8 AM TO 1 PM
Join us for a free half-day retreat in St. Francis 
Hall as we enter into the mystery of Nazareth.

Encounter practical ways to build your house into a 
holy home, a place to profoundly encounter God, 
a place of joyful service and loving sacrifice, and a 

refuge and respite in the world’s chaos. This retreat 
is for married and engaged couples seeking a more 

authentic Catholic home life. Even if your children 
are grown, attend to strengthening your home 
further and become beacons to other families, 

and encourage them to live the Spirit of Nazareth. 
To register, visit paradisusdei.ticketleap.com/

artoffamily-pa or pick up a flyer in our Narthex. 

a 
NEW! MOMS MEETING MOMS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19  •  7 PM

Meet up with other women in different stages of 
motherhood. We are all mothering in the business 

of everyday life. Please join us on Friday, January 19, 
from 7 to 9 PM in the St. Francis Hall for a relaxed 

and fun evening with other supportive women 
navigating the highways and byways of motherhood 

in all its glorious joys and stressful challenges of 
today. For our planning, kindly RSVP 

to events@stmarymagdalen.net. For more
information, please text Maria at 610-659-3284.
 “You know well enough that Our Lord does 

not look so much at the greatness of our actions, 
nor even at their difficulty, but at the love 

with which we do them.”
—St. Therese of Lisieux

a
FOR YOU! CALENDARS & BOOKS

 Please take home a book to read and share this 
Christmas Season. We still have copies of 

Beautiful Eucharist or The Rocking Chair Prophet 
available now in our Narthex while supplies last.

Plus, be sure to pick up our 2024 ‘Apostles’ Creed’ 
or ‘Feasts and Saints’ liturgical calendars 
available in the Narthex or parish offices. 

NEW! SENIORS’ SOCIAL CLUB
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10  •  1 PM
Our Seniors’ Social Club welcomes you to join 

them in the new year for their next gathering on 
January 10, at 1 PM in St. Francis Hall, for pleasant 

conversation, entertainment, and light refreshments. 
The Social Club meets on the Second Wednesday 
of each month at 1 PM, and all are welcome to join 
them for a lovely afternoon of fun and fellowship. 

a 
PRAY WITH OUR BLESSED MOTHER 

IN THE NEW YEAR!
Msgr. Chieffo treasures his family photo of the 

Pilgrim Statue of the Blessed Mother when it was 
enthroned in his home for a week in Italy. He recalls, 

“My Dad built an altar, and Mom decorated Mary 
with beautiful linens and flowers. We prayed for 

increased faith in God, family, vocations,
and the church community.” SMM’s Legion of Mary 

invites you to host their blessed Marian Statue in 
your home for a week. To arrange your Marian 
statue visit, please contact Eileen Mielcarek 

at eileen@facialrejuvenation.center.

Our students presented Msgr. with a spiritual bouquet.
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NEW! VIRTUE=STRENGTHTM

THE VIRTUE OF PRUDENCE
This January, our students will practice the virtue 
of prudence, which is the strength that disposes 
practical reason to discern the authentic good in 
every circumstance and then choose the proper 

means of achieving it. In other words, it is ‘thinking 
before acting.’ Think of prudence as the “charioteer 

of the virtues” because It directs all the other 
virtues, ensuring they are all going in the right 

direction. As a family, by practicing the virtue of 
prudence, we can better help everyone know the 

truth and the best way to act, make good 
decisions, do good, and avoid evil.

Consider: Ask for help and advice from those you 
trust—learn from your elders. Take time to think 

about different circumstances and consequences 
before making a decision. Conversely, reflect on 

your prior actions and consider which you 
might have changed had you implemented 
more prudence. Remember to pray and ask 

God for His Light and Guidance.
Resolution: Always use the name of Jesus 

with prudence and reverence. Do not take the 
Lord’s name in vain. Praise Jesus!

NEW! GATHERING ROOM CLOSURE
 The Gathering Room, located off the Narthex, 
will be closed from Monday, January 8, through 

Monday, January 15, to replace the floor tiles. If you 
have a meeting scheduled, please check with your 
group about any changes in your meeting location. 

NEW! PRE-JORDAN CLASSES
FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

We offer parents preparing for the joyful Baptismal 
day of their child a Pre-Jordan instructional class. 

Parents are ask to attend the class before their child 
is baptized as it provides them with the theology of 
Baptism, explains the ritual and responsibilities, and 
shares some of the practical information regarding 

the Baptismal process in our parish. Godparents 
are also welcome and encouraged to attend. 

The classes are offered on the first Sunday of each 
month after the 11:30 AM Mass in the Gathering 

Room, located off the main Narthex near the 
restrooms. Although advance registration is not 

required, it is helpful for planning purposes. Please 
contact Stephanie at stephaniepdavey@gmail.com 
or call 610-812-5310 to RSVP or for more details.

a 
Lord, you are the source of all light, wisdom, 

and prudence. Enable us to know right from wrong. 
Help us to discern the different situations of our lives 
correctly—when to do something, when not to, when 
to speak, when to remain quiet, when to stand firm, 

and when to let go. Mary, Mother of our Lord, 
may you be pleased with all I do, think, and say 

throughout this coming day! Look on me with love, 
and keep sin far away. Amen.

a
JOIN US! GO, MAKE DISCIPLES! 

MINI MISSIONARY DISCIPLES COURSE
SATURDAYS: 1/13, 2/17, 3/2

Join others from around the archdiocese for a 
powerful and practical training in the habits and 

skills of missionary discipleship. This course will help 
you deepen your personal friendship with Jesus and 

acquire relational skills to accompany others into 
Christ’s love. Offered at Our Lady of Hope at 5200 N. 

Broad St. in Philadelphia.  Visit phillyevang.org to 
register or pick-up a flyer in our Narthex.

a 
“The first end I propose in our daily work
is to do the will of God; secondly, to do it 

in the manner He wills it; and thirdly, 
to do it because it is His will.”

—St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Some of the winners of the Knights’ “Keep Christ 

in Christmas” essays and posters contest. 
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NEW! WONDERFULLY MADE
A RETREAT FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRL
FEBRUARY 2 TO 4 IN ELVERSON, PA

We invite high school girls to attend Wonderfully 
Made: A Theology of the Body Retreat. The retreat 

leaders will speak about what it means to be a 
young, dynamic Catholic woman in today’s world. 

The retreat will introduce you to John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body and his concept of the 

foundation of the “feminine genius” and what it 
offers young women. The weekend retreat 

includes talks, small groups, Mass, Adoration, 
confession time, and meals. The Retreat Leader is 
Samantha Kelly, founder of FIERCE Athletics and 
guest speaker Marie DiCecco. The cost is $200 

(scholarships available). For the complete details, 
email wonderfullymaderetreat@gmail.com or 
pick up the flyer in our Narthex to learn more.

a 
NEW! KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

SUPER BOWL FUNDRAISER
Our SMM Knights’ Council is heading a Super Bowl 
Block Pool to support its charitable organizations, 

including donations to area food pantries, the 
Mothers’ Home, Coats for Kids, and seminary. 

To participate in this year’s pool, go the Knights’ 
website below, click on the fundraiser page, and 

pick a box or two. The cost per box is $25, and you 
can win from $125 to $625 at the end of each 

quarter of the game. Blocks fill up fast, so don’t 
delay! The complete details and secure 
payment by credit card are available at 

SMMknights.org. The Knights are grateful 
for your continued support.

a
Jesus, Your most holy Name means “Savior.”
Be my Savior, dearest Jesus. Mercifully grant 

me through Your Name, which is the joy of heaven, 
the terror of hell, the consolation of the afflicted, 

and the solid ground of my unlimited confidence—
all the petitions I make in this prayer. 

I praise Your Holy Name, Jesus. Amen.

a 
NEW! BETHESDA CASSEROLES

NEXT COLLECTION: JANUARY 21

NEW! COME AND SEE
DISCERNING A CALL TO PRIESTHOOD

JANUARY THROUGH MARCH
Come & See Events are for men in high school and 
post-high school, who are considering a vocation. 

These are a great opportunity to visit the St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood to see what 
seminary life is like and explore a possible call 

to the priesthood. For information, visit 
heedthecall.org or contact Fr. David Friel, 

Vocations Director, fr.dfriel@archphila.org. 

 a 
NEW! BEHOLD! VISIO DIVINA

 WOMEN’S PRAYER PROGRAM 
TUESDAYS, JANUARY 9 TO FEBRUARY 13
Behold offers women pray skills using Visio Divina. 
This prayer method complements Lectio Divina, an 

encounter with God through open receptivity to 
His Word in Scripture. Visio Divina allows God 

to change one’s life by listening to Him and 
encountering Him through art and by praying on 

themes relevant to every woman.  Program is 
offered at St. Andrew’s Rectory at 500 School Lane 
in Drexel Hill. Adoration is available on Tuesdays in 
the chruch from 7 AM to 7 PM. Join us at 7 PM for 
Benediction and Divine Mercy Chaplet before our 

sessions. For more information, contact Nicky Verna 
at 610-259-1169 or nverna@standrewdh.org.
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Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, in you we contemplate the 
splendor of true love; to you we turn with trust. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that our families may be places 
of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the Gospel, 

and small domestic churches. Holy Family of Nazareth, 
may families never again experience violence, rejection, 

and division; may all who have been hurt or scandalized find 
ready comfort and healing. Holy Family of Nazareth, 
make us once more mindful of the sacredness and 

inviolability of the family and its beauty in God’s plan.
 Jesus, Mary, and Joseph graciously hear our prayer.
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   WE WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
Tabitha and David Barnabei & family

New family to our parish? Stop by or call the office to register. 

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families 
of Deacon Bill Shearer, Marie Tramantana, Mary Pace, 

those souls have died due to the wars in the Holy Land, Ukraine, 
and unrest in South America, those lost recently due to violence, 

and the 4,000+ babies aborted daily.

A TIME TO HEAL
Please pray for our sick. 

Call the Parish Office if you or a loved one is ill.  

Kevin Boylan, Joe Cahill, Anthony Carbo, Christine Cavaliere, 
Joseph DeFabio, Yvonne DiVario, Kieran Doran, Rosemary Dougherty, 

Theresa D’Orazio, Kevin Gallagher, Katie Garwood, Jacquelyn 
Gibbons, Frank Franco, Bob Gentile, Cole Keith, Gregory Lewis, 

Leonard Lombardi, Joe Malloy, Floyd Marvin, Robin Marvin, Marion 
McCarthy, Mary Jane McCloskey, Mary Theresa McDevitt, Al Mele, 

Dorothy Milliner, James Moerman, Joan Murphy, Mike Murphy, 
Carol Ortner, Bill Pace, John Pollera, Lynn Procopio, 

George Rodgers, Naomi Rouse, Daught Ryan, Peter Salemo, 
Angelina Scarpa, Brendan Shain, Susan Sowa, Eleanor Tiongson, 

Amerigo Tomassi, Mark Torregosa, Joann Trolio, Bill Virbitsky, 
Joanne Winchester, Roseann Yannacone, and Ernie Zappacosta.

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to our newly baptized!

For baptismal information, call or email baptisms@stmarymagdalen.net
 

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

8:30 AM – Anne Marie McGreal

4:30 PM – Ints. of Patrick McCabe

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7

7:30 AM – Dr. Leo R. Cardillo

9:30 AM – Josephine Peruto

11:30 AM – Eve Atkinson

5:30 PM – Berenice & Joseph Brophy 

MONDAY, JANUARY 8

6:30 AM – John Englert

8:30 AM – Edward Helmig

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9

6:30 AM – Anne Marie McGreal

8:30 AM – Joseph Hargen

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10

6:30 AM – Mary Baldini

8:30 AM – John Ference

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11

6:30 AM – Fran Brogan

8:30 AM – Erminia Cola

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12

6:30 AM – The Souls in Purgatory

8:30 AM – Ints. of Msgr. Ralph Chieffo

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13

8:30 AM – Charles Foster

4:30 PM – Richard Veit

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14

7:30 AM – Mary Frances Scott

9:30 AM – Joelle Bricker Morris

11:30 AM – Regina & Edward Brennan

5:30 PM – Albert DeStefano

FLOWERS

In memory of Marie Tramantana

BREAD & WINE

In memory of deceased clergy

CANDLE

In memory of deceased parishionersDuring the 4 PM Christmas Eve Mass, children demonstrated 
“prayer hands” and answered Deacon Joe’s questions about Jesus. 



NEW! ST. VINCENT DEPAUL NEWS
Our SVDP ministry helps individuals and families 

facing a crisis with food and shelter. 
In December, we helped a woman in Media who 

could not settle her $600 PECO bill. We also 
delivered Christmas presents and paid the PECO 
& AQUA bills for a single mother in Marcus Hook. 

Currently, we are raising funds to pay her delinquent 
mortgage payments. To donate, place your gift in 

any amount in our metal box in the Narthex. 
If you know someone facing a crisis, call 

Paul Feuerstein at 610-529-1672. 

a
NEW! CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL

GIVING HOPE THIS CHRISTMAS
When we celebrated with family and friends, we 

remember the Holy Family during the first Christmas 
in supplication for those who mirror their plight in 

our community. This Christmas, consider helping us 
multiply the love and generosity so graciously gifted 

by God through His Son and allow us to continue 
doing His work to aid those most vulnerable 

in our community. Each gift makes an impact. 
To support the Catholic Charities Appeal, visit 

catholiccharitiesappeal.org or pick up their 
newest Christmas flyer in our Narthex with 
more information to support our neighbors!

A LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR

PRAY FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS 
Please encourage and pray for priest vocations. 

To aid us in our prayers, we have a blessed 
traveling Chalice from the Holy Land to enthrone 

in your home for a week. To host our Blessed
 Chalice, please contact Deacon Joseph at 

deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net.

NEED A NOTARY? 
Gina Staiber, our parish office coordinator, offers 

notary services through our parish office. Email Gina 
at gina@stmarymagdalen.net to schedule an ap-

pointment for your notary needs.

2023 DONATION LETTERS
Our annual tax letters for 2023 are available by 

request. We are no longer automatically mailing 
households an end-of-year donation letter. 

However, if you need a gift letter for 2023, please 
contact us at records@stmarymagdalen.net.

STEWARDSHIP & TITHING

 
  

 

We are grateful for your generous spirit!

November 2023		    $133,496		
	 Collection: 	       $39,637
	 Mail-in: 	       $37,265
	 EFT:		        $56,594

November 2022             	   $112,631		
	 Collection: 	      $47,293
	 Mail-in: 	      $20,267
	 EFT:		       $45,071

2023-24 ANNUAL PARISH APPEAL 
Parish:  $59,805  	 2022: $82,781
School: $28,875  	 2022: $44,105
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Scan our QR code 
for a secure link to 

our electronic ‘Giving’
for Weekly Collection,
Annual School Fund, 

In Memory, Single Gift, 
Stewardship, and more. 

TODAY’S READINGS BEGIN ON 599
IN THE CHORAL PRAISE HYMNAL



AA Meetings					     267-934-3455	 Thursdays at 7 PM in Rectory  Basement
Adoration Chapel	 Shelly Zeller		  610-353-7739	 shellsing2@aol.com	
Adult Choir	 Ralph Purri		  610-566-8821	 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Altar Servers	 Deacon Joseph		  610-566-8821	 deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net
Altar Society & Church Care	 Monica Grzeczkowski	 610-891-9483	 monicajmj@gmail.com
Baptismal Class (Pre-Jordan)	 Stephanie Davey				    stephaniepdavey@gmail.com
Baptismal Sacrament Schedule	 Gina Staiber		  610-566-8821	 baptisms@stmarymagdalen.net
Bethesda Project	 Joanne Hinkle		  610-246-4529	 johinkle@verizon.net
Bereavement Ministry	 John Donohue		  610-359-9394	 jadd9394@aol.com
Centering Prayer	 Fran Poole		  610-565-4090	 fmpoole1@verizon.net
Charity Board	 Joshua Ortego		  610-635-8407	 abcjosh@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgy (CLOW)	 Carol Lachowicz				    CLOW@stmarymagdalen.net
Children’s Choir	 Ralph Purri		  610-566-8821	 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Communion Calls & Annointings	 Parish Office		  610-566-8821	
CYO Ministry	 Mike Sirkin		  215-313-3356	 CYO@stmarymagdalen.net
Elder Care	 Anita Morro, RN				    amorroconsulting@gmail.com
Extraordinary Ministers	 Joanne Hinkle		  610-246-4529	 johinkle@verizon.net
Greeters	 Ginny McHugh		  484-444-2900	 jmchugh123@verizon.net
Finance Committee	 Bill O’Shea		  267-255-4281	 billoshea617@gmail
Food Collection	 Susan Fromhold		  610-356-3626	 sfromholddcihn1@verizon.net
Flame of Love	 Regina Dougherty	 610-565-0694	 reginadoc@comcast.net
Funeral Planner	 Ralph Purri		  610-566-8821	 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Guitar Group	 Bernadette Ciavardini	 610-353-1375	 bernsing@yahoo.com		
Home & School Association	 Leslie McCarthy				    homeandschool@stmarymagdalen.net
H.O.P.E. Ministry	 Kelly Hassey		  610-353-1750	 kellyhassey@msn.com
Knights of Columbus	 Larry Donato  		  610-322-4397	 donatol@comcast.net
Legion of Mary	 James Fawcett				    jamesfawcett400@comcast.net
Lectors & Sacristans	 Deacon Joseph		  609-868-9138	 deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen net	
Little Church School	 Anne Fenerty		  610-715-1930	 afenerty@verizon.net
Malvern Retreat	 Ed Pazulski		  215-806-4399 	 pazulskicarpet@comcast.net
Marriage Encounter	 Dennis & Lorraine Kinslow	 610-742-7693	 lkinslow@marykay.com
Men’s Bible Study	 Len Wroblewski		  610-353-3647	 lenwrob@outlook.com
Neocatechumenal Way	 John Brokars		  610-696-5969	 johnbrokars@yahoo.com
Notary Services	 Gina Staiber		  610-566-8821	 gina@stmarymagdalen.net
Pastoral Council Board 	 Joe Bodalski		  484-432-0016	 jb623623@yahoo.com
PREP	 Deacon Joseph		  610-566-8821	 PREP@stmarymagdalen.net
RCIA	 Deacon James				    deaconjames@stmarymagdalen.net
Religious Endowment Board	 Joseph Raspa		  610-613-0294	 lizraz@comcast.net
Respect Life	 John Duffin		  610-565-5032	 jduff1973@comcast.net
Ushers	 Carmen DiMichele	 610-742-4696	 cdimichele1@gmail.com
School	 Amy Crawford Bauer       	 610-565-1822 	 abauer@stmarymagdalen.net
School Board	 Larry Donato		  610-322-4397	 smmboard@stmarymagdalen.net
Seniors’ Social Club	 Paul Berenato		  609-478-2246  	pberenato35@outlook.com
St. Vincent de Paul	 Paul Feuerstein		  610-529-1672	 paulfeuerstein@comcast.net
That Man Is You	 John Gill			   610-864-8074	 johngill@comcast.net
Walking With Purpose	 Susan Jones				    smmwwp21@gmail.com
Wedding Coordinator	 Gina Staiber		  610-566-8821	 weddings@stmarymagdalen.net
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