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2  j  Triple Crown Sponsor

Thank you, 
Pat & Larry, 

for your 
incredible 

leadership 
and for 

the impact 
you have made 

on so many.

v

With sincere 
appreciation,

The Jesson Family
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Dear Friends of Saint Mary Magdalen School, 

       When I was growing up in South Philadelphia,
I attended Epiphany of Our Lord School from PreK 
through eighth grade. There was a small plaque 
in the front entrance of the school, as you walked to the 
classrooms each day. Though I graduated over twenty 
years ago, I can still see the words on that plaque as if it 
were sitting on my desk as I write this. This is what is said: 

Let it be known to all who enter here that Christ is the reason 
for this school. He is the unseen but ever-present teacher in the 
classes, the model of its faculty, the inspiration of its students.

Christ is the reason for this school. I cannot think of a more 
appropriate or succinct summation for Saint Mary Magdalen 
School. 

Of course, anyone who is familiar with Saint Mary Magdalen 
School knows about its academic excellence. Our graduates 
excel in high school and beyond, and contribute to their 
communities in a variety of professions.

At the same time, academic excellence is necessary but not 
sufficient for a Catholic school to fulfill its mission. Indeed, as the 
plaque indicated, Christ is the reason for this school. Saint Mary 
Magdalen strives to be a passionately Catholic community of 
parents, students, teachers, and administrators, united with the 
parish clergy in walking together as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

This walking together takes place during our weekly Masses, daily prayers, and special opportunities for 
the sacraments and devotional activities, such as the May Procession. It also takes place in the many service 
projects organized throughout the year so that we can live the Gospel mandate to serve those in need as if 
they were Christ himself (Mt 25). This passionately Catholic ethos is also meant to imbue every aspect of our 
day: the way students treat each other (and even their rivals in sports), the dedication of parents in support-
ing one another and their students, and the way all parishioners support the work of the school in various ways. 

On behalf of our principal, Mrs. Amy Bauer, I want to say thank you to our donors, friends, and especially 
to the families who entrust their children to our care. In a particular way, I am grateful to Mary and Vince 
Canzanese, Chairs of the Committee, for your generosity and energetic work in making this night a huge 
success. Thanks to the our Auction and Ad Committee: the Baker, Connolly, Kokol, and Connor Families. In 
a special way, we thank and honor Larry Donato and Patricia Miniszak for the countless ways they have 
contributed to the life of our parish and school for many years. Finally, to the parish and school staff who 
serve our parish with zeal and dedication, I offer profound thanks.

								        May the Lord grant you peace!

								        Rev. Eric J. Banecker
								        Pastor 



OUR SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS AND SPECIAL THANKS 
TO THE 2026 ST. MARY MAGDALEN HONOREES!

Patricia Miniszak
CONGRATULATIONS ON THIS WELL-EARNED RECOGNITION. 

THROUGH THE YEARS YOU HAVE SET A MEANINGFUL 
EXAMPLE TO ALL STUDENTS. YOUR DEDICATION AND 

COMMITMENT HAS BEEN AN INSPIRATION! 

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED THAT OUR CHILDREN 
EXPERIENCED YOUR SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS.

Larry Donato
THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNWAVERING COMMITMENT 

OF MANY YEARS SERVING THE COMPLEX NEEDS 
OF OUR PARISH AND YOUR COMMITTED LEADERSHIP 

AS CHAIR OF OUR SCHOOL BOARD. 

WE ARE INSPIRED BY YOUR GUIDANCE AND DEDICATION 
TO THE FUTURE OF ST. MARY MAGDALEN SCHOOL.

WITH GRATITUDE,

MARY ANN AND DON SALESKI
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We are honored to be the chairs of this wonderful event, 
where the attendees are always so enthusiastic and 
willing to support our parish and school, which has such a 
stellar reputation and has for many years now! St. Mary 
Magdalen has always been, as long as we can remember, 
the best place in the archdiocese to educate your children. It is 
no coincidence that this reputation came about as a result of 
the dedication and hard work of those who came before us. 
Individuals like Larry Donato and Pat Miniszak—this year’s 
honorees—are just such people. Without the dedication, 
work, service, and leadership of Larry and Pat, there 
would be no result like this. 

Larry Donato, this year’s inaugural recipient of St. Mary 
Magdalen’s ‘Spirit of Service’ Award, embodies what living 
your life in service to God and His church means. We need 
to look only at his generous gifts of time, talent, and treasure 
to our community to see how his support helped create the 
backbone on which the parish and school have flourished.

The school’s impeccable reputation grew under the 
leadership of its second principal, Pat Miniszak, who became 
the first lay principal in July of 1993, after serving on the faculty. 
Under her care and expertise, she served as the school’s 
principal until the summer of 2008 and then as the first 
president from 2008 to 2013. This time was when SMM 

became “the place to send your kids.”  Today, Pat’s legacy continues to live on in the school, and tonight, 
we recognize her many achievements with our first ‘Spirit of Leadership’ Award. 

Like most of us parents, we know we are part of something very special here. We take very seriously 
the continual mission to carry this torch into the future for our children. It’s in all of our hands to keep it 
shining brightly, whether a former or current school parent or long-time parishioner. We thank you for 
being here tonight to support the advancement of this wonderful archdiocesan parish—and, debatably, 
the best in the archdiocese! 

It has been our distinct pleasure to work on this committee, which includes the many talents of Deacon 
Joe Boyle, Kerry Boyle, John Gill, and Gina DeColli—and, of course, our fearless leader Father Eric, who
reminded us every step of the way that the success of this endeavor begins and ends at the altar of 
our Lord and Savior and that He deserves all of the glory.
							     
								      
									         —Mary and Vince Canzanese

Welcome to Saint Mary Magdalen’s 2026 Gala and Fundraiser! 
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The Triple Crown Club

Mary and Vince Canzanese & Family

Kristy and Matt Jesson

The Derby Club
Larry and Regina Donato

The McAlee Family
The Mita Family

The Saleski Family

The Final Stretch Club
Barbara and Dan Amoroso

Tom Karl

The Thoroughbred Club
Eileen and Dr. Jerry Francesco

Cecilia and John Hallinan
SMM Home & School Association

The Barker Family
Kerry and Deacon Joseph Boyle

Frances and Kevin Boyle
Sarah and Sean Connors

Kara and Tom Cullen
Daniela and Joe DiCandilo

Stephanie and Chris Guadalupe
Erin and Luke Heverly

Colleen and Matthew Hopper
Michele and Vincent Kelley

The McDermott Family
Andrea and Christopher Meinhart

Pat Miniszak

Cecelia Mostardi
Theresa and Paul Murtagh

Debbie and Joe Powell
The Paolino Family
The Pixley Family

Colleen and William Robinson
Courtney and Adam Saleski

Angela and Eric Scholtz
Renae and Mike Sirkin
Megan and Russ Smith

Albert Spallucci
Patty and Deacon Bob Szipszky
Jo Anne and Dr. David Thomas

The Furlong Club

We are grateful to all our sponsors, donors, and attendees. 
Gala sponsors listed above and patrons on page 10 are as of April 8, 2026.

z z
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Redefining luxury 
on the water

I C O N A  Y A C H T  E X P E R I E N C E S

YACHT SOIRÉES
Ideal for corporate gatherings, rehearsal 
dinners, weddings, milestone birthdays, 
anniversaries, and private celebrations 

of every kind; each soirée includes, 
curated culinary and cocktail  

packages at sea.

Introducing ICONA’s newest custom-built 56’ celebration 

yacht designed for extraordinary experiences.

PRIVATE CHARTERS
Indulge in the art of private yachting. 
From sun-drenched coastal cruises 
to sunset excursions and everything 

in between, each journey offers 
effortless luxury from departure to 

dockside return.

Membership has its privileges
A private beach club on the highest point on seven-mile island.  

Nestled on a pristine stretch of coastline, this private club offers  
an unparalleled escape for those who seek refined leisure.

I C O N A  Y A C H T  &  B E A C H  C L U B

609-710-4822  |  ybclub@icona.com | icona.com/icona-yacht-experiences

iy+bc_mm_2026.indd   1iy+bc_mm_2026.indd   1 3/30/26   10:11 AM3/30/26   10:11 AM



8  j  Our Gala Team

Gala Committee

Mary and Vince Canzanese, Chairs

r
Father Eric J. Banecker

Deacon Joe Boyle
Kerry Boyle

John Gill
Gina DeColli

 

Auction Team
Ciara and Chris Baker

Justine and Tom Connelly
Katie Kokol

Joseph Connor
John Gill

Gina DeColli

r 

Design & Marketing
Kerry Boyle

Jessica Savko

Finance
Daniela DiCandilo

Gina Staiber

Video
Gus deSimone

Special Thanks
Amy Bauer

Faculty & Staff
Homeroom Parents

Home & School
School Board

Derby Day Partners
ACE The Event, LLC. 

ClickBid
Monica Cryan, Auctioneer 

Gina DeColli, Event Consultant 
Gus D Media

EBE Talent
Knights of Columbus, Council #14982

Marcus Hook Florist & Gift Inc.
Ostrum’s Entertainment, LLC.
Sarah Webb Photography

Springfield Country Club

z z
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Jean and I are happy to support this year’s Gala, and I am humbled to 
be selected as one of the honorees and to share that honor with such 

a wonderful person as Pat Miniszak. We are all called to serve, and serving 
in our Parish Community is an honor and a privilege. Our Parish is blessed with 

hundreds of people who step up and contribute their time and talents 
to support the many diverse organizations that help make SMM special.

 It all starts with a simple “yes, I can help”. In fear of missing one of 
our many wonderful organizations and the people who have made them 

special, I don’t attempt to name them; however, at the top of the list is 
our Clergy, our School Principal, and her entire staff who spend 

countless hours making SMM great.

I would be remiss not to thank all who either serve or have served on the 
School Board and my Brother Knights, who have made my service on 

both organizations fun and rewarding. Most of all, I’m thankful for the love, 
support, and patience of Jean and our family, without which 

my journey would not have been possible.  

God bless, and don’t be afraid of the “Yes, I can help”.

							       O Larry Donato
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Race Patrons

Raymond Andries

Ryan Bruce

Stephanie and Patrick Davey

Dr. Olivia DiMaggio

Libby Franklin

Kristen and John Henry

Frances Jackson

Sandy Narzikul

Dolores Matthews

Anne and Daniel Ryan

Kimberly and Michael Sharkey

Michelle Ward

6th Grade, Class of 2028 

Book Patrons

Monica & Eugene Cryan 

Jean Valentino & Robert Daveler 

Lynn & Dennis Finelli

The Fink Family

The Paolino Family 

Kate & Bob Pinto     

Leen & Tony Salloum—Live Love Media

Connor J. Thomson, Esq. & Erica Braunlinger

Elaine Zappacosta

St. Mary Magdalen is grateful to you and all 
of our many sponsors, advertisers, attendees, 

donors, bidders, volunteers, and vendors.

h
We hope you enjoy a wonderful evening!



I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to 
Pat Miniszak for her invaluable support in 

helping my children and me grow spiritually 
since we arrived here from Argentina in 2014. 

It has also been a true pleasure to serve 
alongside Larry Donato on the School Board.

 I have a deep appreciation for his dedicated 
service and leadership. 

As a community, we are truly blessed to 
have these two remarkable individuals. 
Their contributions make a meaningful 

difference in our lives every day.

Q
Tom Karl

Final Stretch Club Sponsor  j  11

Congratulations
Pat and Larry



 A Tribute To

Pat Miniszak
For her many faithful years at

St. Mary Magdalen Grade School

Pat served with a heart full of kindness.
She put the children first, always.

Soft-spoken yet strong, loving yet firm, she led with 
grace, compassion, and unwavering dedication.

With heartfelt appreciation, The Holloway Family
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The word ‘family’ is defined “as a group of persons of common 
ancestry.”  Patricia Ann Miniszak, the only child of Ann and Peter 
Miniszak, learned early that this was not her parents’ definition, 
which extended beyond the bounds of blood relatives. Her 
entire neighborhood became an extension of her family. If 
a neighbor needed anything, they were always welcome at 
the Miniszak home. Daily, through her parents’ example, Pat 
learned that you must always be willing to help family, friends, 
and neighbors. 

Patricia’s education began at St. Robert’s Parish School and 
continued at Notre Dame High School. The summer before her 
senior year, she expressed to her parents her desire to join the 
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. As a sister, she pursued 
further education at Trinity University and Towson University. 
Upon finishing  her studies, she taught in New York, Pennsylvania, 
and Maryland. While in Maryland, she was appointed principal 
of Trinity Preparatory School. In 1973, Patricia decided to leave the Sisters of Notre Dame and began serving 
the church as a lay teacher. She was employed at St. Laurence Parish in Upper Darby for the next 15 years. 
During this time, her father suffered a massive stroke, and her mother was diagnosed with thyroid cancer. A 
friend suggested she teach at a parish closer to her parents’ home, leading Patricia to accept a teaching 
position at St. Mary Magdalen. Another friend encouraged her to apply to Immaculata University to complete 
her Master’s in Educational Leadership, which she did, and she also took additional classes to earn her 
Principal’s Certification. In 1993, Patricia became the first lay principal at St. Mary Magdalen School.

When asked about her experiences, Pat reveals St. Mary Magdalen is an integral part of her family. The 
teachers, parents, students, and parishioners all hold a special place in her heart. The teachers and staff were 
dedicated, prepared, supportive, and willing to work as a team. Each morning, during prayers, the students 
embraced her challenge to be passionately Catholic, striving to deepen their relationship with God while 
committing themselves to achieving their best. The parents were cooperative, responsible, and eager to 
contribute their time and talents. After overseeing three Middle States Evaluations and serving on the 
committee to build the new church in 2008, Pat decided it was time to retire as principal. However, Msgr. 
Ralph had other plans for her. She was named president of the school on a voluntary, part-time basis, a 
role she maintained until 2013. Following that, she served as the Alumni Coordinator until 2018.

During her years in education, Patricia received the following awards: in 1987, she was awarded The 
Distinguished Catholic Educator Award by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia; in 2006, The Distinguished 
Elementary Administrator Award from the Office of Catholic Education; and in 2007, “Woman of the Year” 
from St. Francis Country Home for her leadership in Catholic Education. The Little Sisters of the Poor presented 
her with the St. Jeanne Jugan Award in 2015 for her generosity, leadership, and encouragement of others to 
assist and support Holy Family Home.

Still actively embracing her SMM family, Pat belongs to two parish prayer groups, is a board member of the 
Seniors’ Social Club, and attends the 8:30 daily Mass with a close community of friends. 

Patricia Miniszak has shared that she enjoyed her 54 years in Catholic education and loved every minute, 
even the few challenging ones. She feels incredibly blessed that the Lord guided her to SMM. During her 
interview, when Pat saw the “Statue of Our Lady of the Smile,” she knew this was where God wanted her to 
be. She trusted in God, and in return, He provided her with many wonderful people she considers part 
of her family, the strength to do her job, and many surprises over the last forty years at SMM! 

	

PAT MINISZAKPAT MINISZAK
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SMM Knights of ColumbusSMM Knights of Columbus
Council #14982 

R
We congratulate

Miss Pat MiniszakMiss Pat Miniszak 
St. Mary Magdalen Leadership Award 

and
Sir Knight Larry DonatoSir Knight Larry Donato

St. Mary Magdalen Service Award 

for setting an example 
of how to live as disciples of Jesus.

Thank you for your dedication,
leadership, and service! 

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
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Larry and Jean met in the summer of 1968 at a mixer, which is a 
dance event for college-age teens, held at Holy Cross in Spring-
field. After dating for four years, they got married in September 
1972. They take pride in being the parents of five children and 
have ten grandchildren. For the first twenty-eight years of their 
marriage, they lived in Springfield, where they actively par-
ticipated in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish. Their first four 
children attended school there. 

In October 2001, they moved into their current home and 
joined St. Mary Magdalen Parish. Their youngest daughter 
began attending SMM School as a second grader. While she 
was at our school, Larry served as an assistant coach for girls’ 
basketball, softball, and mixed volleyball.

With the encouragement of Msgr. Ralph, they embarked on a 
deeper and more vibrant journey in their faith at SMM. Larry and Jean became active members of the 
parish Pre-Cana Group. Additionally, Larry was invited to join the Parish Finance Committee, where he 
has served for over 15 years.

Larry had been a member of the Knights of Columbus since his college days. When Council #14982 was 
established at St. Mary Magdalen Parish in March 2010, he transferred his membership to that Council. 
After retiring as Chief Operating Officer at First Priority Bank, Larry became an active member of the 
SMM Council, serving as Grand Knight for 4 years and currently serving as a Trustee.

When our parish instituted a School Board of Limited Jurisdiction, Larry was asked to serve as the Chair of 
the Finance Committee. He then took on the role of Vice Chair and has been the Chairman of the Board for 
the past six years. In his capacity as Chairman, he also participates on the Endowment Committee’s Board.

Several years ago, Larry and Jean, as extraordinary ministers, joined the parish’s outreach team. They 
regularly visit Lima Estates and Sunrise to conduct Sunday Communion Services for Catholic residents. In 
addition to Jean’s weekly hour of Adoration, Larry and Jean spend an hour at Adoration every other 
Wednesday night. During their retirement, they enjoy spending time traveling, enjoying family and friends 
while continuing their spirit of service in the our parish and community.

LARRY DONATOLARRY DONATO
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
DONORS!DONORS!

BUSINESSES

All Ball Basketball
Bee Organized
Benari Jewelers
Bondurant Plumbing 
    and Heating
Cardinal O'Hara High School
CCC Shines
DiFabio's Market & Tap
Ellis Athletic Center
Episcopal Academy
Fellini Café of Media
Finley Catering
Future Stars Camp
Glimmer | gifts & goods
GOLFTEC of Springfield

HiLo House
ICONA
Jim Watson Hockey Camp
Kiwi Frozen Yogurt
Land Services
Main Line Dental Club
Philadelphia Union
Philadelphia Eagles
Pinocchio's Restaurant 
    & Beer Garden
Properly Pressed
QVC
SMM Theater Program
St. Joseph's Preparatory
State Street Pub
Stile by Per Lei
Solidcore
The Springhaven Club
The Union League 
    of Philadelphia
Tague Enterprises
Twirl Dance Studios
Villanova University

INDIVIDUALS

Maryanne Amalifitano
Ciara and Chris Baker
Father Eric Banecker
Danielle Bastian 
    and SMM Students
Elizabeth and Brian Bell
Benari Family
Chris Blair
Rick Bondurant
Kerry and Deacon Joe Boyle
Erica Braunlinger
Allison Buchheit
Paul Buchheit
Autumn Canzanese
Billy Carr
Kathleen Cerulli
Kathryn Chapple
Justine and Tom Connelly
Rosemary Connors
Ben Cross

Monica Cryan
Carol and Robert D'Anjolell
Trish Dawson
Kim Detweiler
Ron DiRienzi
Mike Doyle
Doug and Lindsey Dryer
Mark Fetrow
Steve Finley
Kathryn Flick
Kerri Garrity
John Gill
Cailyn Grandieri
Tom Grandieri
Loretta Griswold
Stephanie Gurley
Cassandra Henderson
Diane Hughes
Elizabeth and Pat Jeffries
Kate Kelley
Katie Knee
Kate Koegel
Katie Kokol
Chris and Alex Marcelli
Jill Maher
Bobby May
Katie McDermott
Amanda McGowan
Maureen McKenna
Matt Mealey
Sue and Eustace Mita
Julie and Eustace Mita Jr.
Heather Mitts
Roberta and Nick Nurse
Michelle and Jared O'Shea
Parents of SMM School
Regina and Michael Roakes
Bridget Ryan
Mary Ann and Don Saleski
Kerri Sheller
Chris and Joseph Sincavage
Maggie Sweeney
Tom Tague
Jim Tillilie
Jim Watson

Scan the code to place 
your bids on over 100 items 

and experiences from 
our many auction donors.
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Congratulations to Pat and Larry!
i 

A special thank you to our clergy— 
Father Eric, Father Bob, 

Monsignor Chieffo, Deacon Jude, 
Deacon Joe, Deacon James, 

Deacon Bob, and Deacon Peter!
 i 

Sincerely, 
Barbara and Dan Amoroso
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St. John, USVI for 7 Nights at the Westin  
Two-Bedroom Coral Vista Villa

Rolex Oystersteel Submariner Date
Men's 41 mm, iconic precision timepiece

Private Four-Course Chef’s Dinner 
for 20 guests at Ellis Preserve

ICONA Private Yacht Soirée for 30 Guests 
includes curated culinary menu and cocktails

Gifted by Benari Jewelers Gifted by Kerry & Joe Boyle

Gifted by the Mita Family Gifted by Finley Catering

Tonight's Live Auction Items! To learn more about each item or experience, scan its unique QR for direct access.



 

 

Celebrating	60	years	of	outstanding	
Catholic	education	at	Saint	Mary	Magdalen	School!	

Congratulations	to	our	very	special	honorees:		
Pat	Miniszak	on	the	Leadership	award		
Larry	Donato	on	the	Service	award	

	
	

With	love	and	gratitude,	
	

The	McAlee	Family	
	

Larry,	Michele,	Nicole	and	Steve	

Derby Club Sponsor  j  19
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On June 4, 1963, Archbishop John J. Krol established Saint Mary 
Magdalen Parish to serve 143 families in the Rose Tree-Marple 
Newtown area. In the beginning, the community utilized 
temporary quarters in the neighborhood for clergy and as a 
chapel while construction of more permanent buildings took 
place. Work on a rectory and a combined chapel and school 
began in April 1965. The parish buildings are on 12.7 acres that 
were formerly part of "El Rancho," or the Fetterman farm.

The founding pastor, Rev. Gilbert J. McDevitt, J.C.D., announced 
the school's opening in September 1965 and on November 8, 
1965, the doors were officially opened. The first building included 
a chapel, a sacristy, four classrooms, and an office. By 1970, the first 
church was completed, and the school building was expanded 
to create individual classrooms for each grade. A library and 
an auditorium were also incorporated.

Sister Mary Kathleen O.P., the founding principal, served from 1965 
to 1984. In 1984, Sister Mary Immaculate Doyle, O.P., succeeded her. 
Like many schools in the Archdiocese, the school's religious faculty 
was gradually replaced by lay teachers. In September 1993, 
Miss Patricia Miniszak became the first lay principal overseeing 
a completely lay faculty. In September 2008, Pat was named the 
first president, and Mrs. Barbara Burke became the fourth principal, 
serving until June 2015. Mrs. Mary Anne Johnston joined the staff as 
vice principal in September 2013 and later served as president until 
June 2015. Our fifth principal, Ms. Denise Winterberger, served from 
2015 to 2022 and then held the title of principal emeritus during 
the 2022-23 school year, while vice-principal Mrs. Jennifer Roehrig 
served as interim principal. On July 1, 2023, the school was pleased 
to announce its sixth principal, Mrs. Amy Crawford Bauer, and 
Deacon Joseph Boyle was named as its third president.

Since its founding, the school has made many changes to adapt 
to the evolving needs of our community. Each year, we are blessed 
to have alumni parents return to enroll their children at SMM. 
Today, our parish has over 5,500 members, and it remains focused 
on the future with high expectations for our school. We are 
committed to building upon the strong foundations and standards 
established at St. Mary Magdalen, which will continue to provide 
students with an academically excellent Catholic education.

Historical Highlights
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Our very best 
wishes to 

Pat and Larry!

w
Dr. Jerry & Eileen 

Francesco
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St. Mary Magdalen School is accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools, which is a recognized 
accrediting agency in the State of Pennsylvania. Our school is 
also a member of the National Catholic Educational Association. 

Under the guidance of Msgr. Chieffo and in an effort to continue 
to strengthen the foundations of the school for its current and 
future families, a Board of Limited Jurisdiction was formed on 
December 15, 2015. Mike Rinaldi was named its first president 
but was reloated due to work in 2016. Bill Robinson took over
afterwards, until Larry Donato became its third and current 
president in 2020. 

In 2018, St. Mary Magdalen School was named as a National 
Blue Ribbon School, the highest award given by the United 
States Department of Education. In 2019, 2022, 2023, and 
2024, the school received the Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s 
Distinguished Instruction Award based on the results of the 
Terra Nova test scores. The school achieved these recognitions 
because 96% of our 3rd through 8th-grade students met or 
exceeded the anticipated scores for their grade levels in every 
subject area. Additionally, 85% of our students demonstrated 
at least one full year of growth in their learning.

Our school participates in the Connelly Foundation's Neumann 
Scholars program since it was initiated in 1995. This program 
identifies academically talented eighth-grade students within 
the parochial school system through an independently 
administered examination, and it provides four-year 
scholarships to attend one of the Archdiocesan high schools. 
Since its inception, our school has had 39 Neumann Scholars 
who have received and accepted this honor, including a 
record six students from our Class of 2020, the highest number 
from one school class in the history of the scholarship. w
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Pat and Larry
“Whoever is wise will take note of these things; 

they will see in our history the faithful love of the 
Lord” (Psalm 107). With grateful hearts, we give 
thanks for your many years of devoted servant 

leadership. Your lives have reflected wisdom, 
strength, and humility, guiding our community 

with steadfast faith and quiet generosity.

In a special way, we are deeply grateful 
for the good works you have accomplished for 

our children, nurturing their faith and helping them 
encounter Christ, who says, “Let the little children 

come to me” (Mk 10:14). Your care has sowed 
seeds that will bear fruit for generations.

Looking back with grateful eyes allows us 
to see the future with clarity, and your example 

continues to light that path forward. May we never 
forget those like yourselves who have given 

so much in love and service to others.

D
With deep appreciation and gratitude,  

Kerry and Joe Boyle

Thank You
Lisbon, 2019

Lisbon, 2019

Viviers, 2021

2026

2026

Somewhere in 
France, 2021

Normandy, 2021



Congratulations on Your Well-Deserved 
St. Mary Magdalen Leadership Award!

 We are thrilled to celebrate this special 
honor with you. Your leadership, wisdom, 

and compassion have touched all of our lives. 
Our children are truly fortunate to have had 
you as their principal, helping to shape their 

young minds and nurture their Christian values.

It is such a privilege to have you as part of 
our family. You captivate every audience 
with your presence—and, of course, with 
the wonderful stories we all love to hear. 
Our travels together have been some of 
the best vacations we have ever taken.

We count our blessings each day that you are 
part of our family. Your presence has brought so 
much joy to all of us. You are a true inspiration.

We love you, Miss Magic!

Bob & Maureen Rennie & Family
Tom & Terry Ward & Family



May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face. 
The rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And, until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

As proud members of SMM Parish, 
the Murtagh Family extends our heartfelt 

congratulations to Father Banecker 
for carrying forward the tradition of excellence, 

so faithfully established by Msgr. Chieffo. 
The parish continues to thrive under your leadership!

i
Paul, Theresa, Seamus, Colleen and Patrick
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www.SPRINGFIELDCC.net  |  400 W. Sproul Road Springfield, PA 19064  |  610.690.7600

Weddings  •  Corporate Events  •  Private Celebrations

St. Mary Magdalen on 60 years
Congratulations

Plan Your Special Day with Us!

®
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Dearest Pat and Larry, 

We hear at the end of Mass, 
“go in peace, glorifying the Lord 

by your life.” and, so you have.
Thanks be to God. 

L
Your humble discipleship has 

taught our family so much 
about worshiping, evangelizing, 

and serving our Lord 
and His church. We are 
exceptionally grateful. 

L
With much love and admiration, 

Patty & Deacon Bob Szipszky
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Congratulations
Our

to   Pat     Larryand

we are grateful for your 
devotion to our parish & school.

H
The Kelleher Family
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Congratulations 
and thank you, 
Miss Miniszak 
for your years 
of dedication 

and love!
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The Center for Neuroscience
1788 Wilmington Pike  •  Suite 100  •  Glen Mill, PA 19342  •  610-744-2960

Congratulations to Patricia Miniszak and Larry Donato as we honor
their dedication and stellar service to St. Mary Magdalen Parish and School.

JoAnne and David Thomas

David A. Thomas, D.O., Ph.D.  •  CEO & Medical Director
Neuroscience professionals who specialize in diseases 

of the brain, spinal cord, nerves, and muscles.
We provide comprehensive evaluations and treatment 

of children, adolescents, adults, and seniors.
•   Facial Pain   •   Multiple Sclerosis

•   Stroke   •   Neuropsychiatric Disorders
•   Botox Therapy for Headaches   •   Vertigo

•   Alzheimer’s Disease   •   Dementia
•   Epilepsy   •   Parkinson’s Disease
•   Neuropathy and Radiculopathy

Doctors with psychology training in brain function 
with attention to cognitive, emotional, and behavioral 

disorders that interfere with success. 
•   Depression   •   Anxiety

•   ADHD   •   Learning Disabilities
•   Forgetfulness   •   Concussion

•   Behavioral Issues   •   Grief & Loss
•   Seizures  •   Gifted Evaluations

•   College and Testing Accommodations
•   Dementia •   Autism 

Thank you, Pat Miniszak!

We are grateful 
for all you 
have done to 
make our ministry 
what it is today!

	 SMM Senior 
	            Social CLub
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Alyson & Brian Grandieri 
Proudly Support 

SMMSMM

BRIAN GRANDIERI
PRESIDENT & CEO

BGRANDBENEFITS.COM
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To our amazing 
teachers and Staff,

X

Thank You for the love, 
patience, and energy you pour into 

our children each day.  

You make a difference 
that lasts a lifetime, and 

we are endlessly grateful.

X
Love, 

the home & school board
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Congratulations,
Larry Donato and Pat Miniszak!

w

Thank you for leading 
St. Mary Magdalen School 

through the past, during 
the present, and into the future!

w
With grateful hearts,
The Faculty and Staff
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Get to Know 
Gawthrop
Proud Supporter of  
St. Mary Magdalen Parish & School

Gawthrop.com  |  West Chester, PA • 610.696.8225  |  Philadelphia, PA • 610.889.1381  |  Greenville, DE • 302.777.5353

Connor J. Thomson, Esq.
   Proud Parishioner

Real Estate & Insurance Attorney



CONGRATULATIONS
TO MISS MINISZAK &

MR. DONATO

WITH LOVE AND APPRECIATION,

The Hagan Family & 
Hagan Funeral Home

We are who we are today 
because of your dedication and generosity.  

Thank you for helping to make
our SMM community feel like home.
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Congratulations, Pat!
U

 Thank you 
for your guidance.

Martine & 
Madeline Sirianni

The Bodalski Family Thanks 

Pat Miniszak and Larry Donato 
for their Decades of Excellent Leadership and Service. 

May Our Lord Continue to Bless 
You Each Abundantly, AMEN!

t
Peace,

Joe & Cindy Bodalski 
and SMM Grads: Joe, Kristen, Julia, and Jim
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Congratulations to Gabriella Sonny Votta 
and the graduating Class of 2026. 

We are grateful for the entire St. Mary Magdalen 
community, which provided an excellent education 
and instilled a firm foundation of faith that will be 

the cornerstone of our children’s future.  

The Votta Family

West Chester
610-696-2400

725 E. Market Street
West Chester, PA 19382

Upper Darby
610-352-6230

7300 W. Chester Pike
Upper Darby, PA 19082

We work on ALL Makes and Models 
and with ALL Insurance Companies.
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Please contact theater@stmarymagdalen.net for more information about tickets or our program!

we salute

ENLIVEN YOUR space.

ENLIVEN YOUR

spirit.

ST. MARY MAGDALENST. MARY MAGDALEN

Sanka Coyle  I  Organizer & Designer
sanka@verizon.net  I  610.724.3442 

Visit us online at sankaresolutions.com
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COMING THIS SUMMERCOMING THIS SUMMER

• Sand down, repaint and stain the gym floor.
• Install new safety padding on the gym walls.
• Paint gym walls and stage.
• Repair or replace curtain pulley system. 
• New equipment for gym classes.
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CYOCYO
St. Mary Magdalen

"I can do all things through Him who strengthens me."

Soccer
Cross Country
Field Hockey

Football
Volleyball
Basketball

Cheerleading
Track & Field 

Baseball
Softball

Golf
Tennis

Lacrosse



Pat, congratulations 
on receiving the

St. Mary Magdalen 
Leadership Award! 

        S

Thank you for 
your years of 

faithful service! 

        S

Gratefully, 
The Cichanowsky Family 

Mary, Gene, Gene '91 & Erik '95

Dear Larry,

Thank you for your many 
years of tireless service to 
St. Mary Magdalen Parish.

"Quae Sursum Quaerite"

V
Love and prayers,

The Logan Family

Dear Pat,

Thank you for all the love 
and support that you 

have given to our family. 

You are truly a blessing to 
St. Mary Magdalen Parish.

K
Love and prayers,

The Logan Family

S

S

44 j  Congratulations
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Congratulations on your 
upcoming graduation, Patrick! 

i
You have made us all so proud 
and we can’t wait to watch you 

continue to grow, learn, and achieve 
your goals! Stay focused and your future 

can be anything you want it to be! 

Thank you EVERYONE at SMM 
for supporting and providing a nurturing 

environment for our boys’ success! 
 

Let’s Go, EA!

i
We Love You—

Dad, Mom, Nate, Liam, 
and all of your Family and Friends

Congratulations to Liam 
and the SMM Class of 2026!

We love you so much and 
are so proud of you every day. 

Love, Mom, Dad and Magnus
p.s. “Don’t fail out!”

Congratulations to Josslyn 
and the Class of 2026!

Forever grateful for 16 years at St. Mary Magdalen 
School. Our children gained a strong foundation of 
faith, love and joy from this incredible community. 

Built through the dedication of Ms. Minizak and Msgr. 
Chieffo, and carried forward by Mrs. Bauer, Father 
Banecker, and the SMM Faculty and Staff. We will 

miss the familiar faces each day and will always hold 
the SMM Community in our thoughts and prayers. 

The Victoria Family

We wish you all the best at 
Sacred Heart with Lauren. 

o
We are so proud of you both!

Love, Mom & Dad



our st. mary magdalen parish family 

Congratulates

ST. MARY MAGDALEN SCHOOL
q

We thank our honorees

for their servant hearts.
o god bless you and our school!

Pat and Larry



St. Mary Magdalen School and its commitment to faith,
education, and excellence. Thank you for nurturing

the next generation of leaders, learners, 
and compassionate citizens.

N E W T O W N  S Q U A R E  -  E X T O N



We are so proud to be a part 
of the 6o year celebration of 

Saint Mary Magdalen School.

Congratulations 
and thank You, 
Pat and Larry!

The Canzanese Family

						      r


