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FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ALL ARE WELCOME!  •  2400 N. PROVIDENCE ROAD  •  MEDIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19063

Saint Mary Magdalen Parish

Are You Willing to Be the 
Light and Salt of Jesus?

Our Eagles winning spirit blesses us with 
expectant faith and joyful confidence that 
they can win the Super Bowl. We join them in 
spirit by singing their praises, wearing green, 
and preparing with family and friends to 
watch them beat the Chiefs. Likewise, Jesus 
promises that by becoming his light and salt, 
we can transform sinners into saints and 
enjoy everlasting happiness in heaven.

What do salt and light have to teach us 
about God and the transforming power 
of His Kingdom? Salt was a valuable 
commodity in the ancient world. During 
Jesus’ time, people traded with salt like we 
market valuable goods, such as gold and 
stock. Salt preserved and enhanced the 

flavor of food. Jesus used the image of salt to describe the transforming effect of God’s work in our lives—
and how the Holy Spirit wants to work through us to bring the power and blessing of God’s kingdom to 
others. As salt purifies, preserves, and produces rich 
flavor for our daily food, we, as disciples of Jesus, are “salt” 
for human society in the world. The Lord wants to work 
in and through us to purify, preserve, and spread the 
rich flavor of God’s Kingdom everywhere. His kingdom
 of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

Just as natural light illuminates the darkness and 
enables us to see, the light of Christ shining in our 
hearts enables us to see the heavenly reality of God’s 
Kingdom. As passionate Catholics, our mission is to be 
light-bearers of Jesus Christ so that others may see and 
know the truth of the Gospel and free our loved ones 
from the blindness of sin and deception of the devil. 

Are you as enthused in being God’s light and salt 
as you are in cheering on the Eagles?
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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 

8:30 AM & 4:30 PM Vigil
a 

Sunday

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 
11:30 AM, and 5:30 PM 

a 
Weekday

Monday thru Friday 
6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

ADORATION, ROSARY & CONFESSION TIMES 
Adoration Chapel Hours:

Monday at 7 AM through Friday until Midnight.

Confessions from 9 to 9:30 AM on Saturdays 
For a private confession time, please call the parish office.

Pro-Life Rosary & Reflection at 7 PM on Mondays in the Church.
Legion of Mary at 9:30 AM on Tuesdays in the Gathering Room.

Rosary at 7:15 PM on Tuesdays in the Chapel.
Flame of Love Devotions on Friday at Noon in the Chapel.

a
ELECTRONIC PARISH GIVING

Make a single secure donation on our website’s ‘Giving’ page, or 
sign-up for recurring electronic donations through the ‘Parish Giving’ 

program, or send your offertory to our parish office. Thank you!



NEW! THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
IS AT HAND AT ST. MARY MAGDALEN 
BEGINS ON MONDAY, FEBRURY 20 

 Archbishop Pérez said, “Christ’s last Word to us was 
not to ‘come’ but to ‘go.’” This call to be missionary 

disciples is essential because our call is to get 
everyone out of the pews and announce the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. We follow the 

kerygma to proclaim, as St. Peter did on Pentecost, 
right after curing the Paralytic (Acts 2: 14-21).
Today’s readings implore us to remember our 

neighbors because we are to be a light to those in 
darkness and those who are lost. Anyone who does 
not know the love of Jesus Christ is lost in the dark. 

Like salt preserves, purifies, and enriches, we are 
called to be the salt for others in the world. 

We have all wanted to reach out and bring our 
children, relatives, friends, and even ourselves 

closer to Christ. As His disciples, we regularly pray 
about this but often struggle with what to do 
or say to change our relationships with God.

So, how do we follow Jesus’s call to go forth and 
proclaim the Good News? Beginning on Monday, 

February 20, and continuing on Mondays and 
Thursdays at 7:30 PM, we will start a catechesis that 
has been going on around the world for sixty years! 
Join us in the St. Francis Room for the fundamental 

teachings of the apostles and disciples after the 
Ascension. You will discover what is meant for us to 
be light, salt, and leaven. You will hear the kerygma 
as we proclaim the Kingdom of God at Saint Mary 

Magdalen. Find out more—Come and see.
Adults and youth, aged 12 and up, and we 

encourage everyone, even those who no longer find 
the Church relevant to attend. All are welcome.

a 
NEW! MASS WITH SOME LATIN

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 • 11:30 AM
Next Sunday, February 12, our 11:30 AM Mass 

will have the Eucharistic Prayer in Latin. 
Fr. Reuben will be our celebrant. 

As the Mass embodies the sacrifice 
of Christ for us, during the Eucharist Prayer, 

Fr. Reuben will face the Tabernacle, or ad orientem, 
this accentuates our pilgrimage toward the 

Father and allows greater solemnity 
and mystery. Please note all other parts 

of the Mass including the readings are in English.

NEW! THAT MAN IS YOU
THURSDAYS  •  6:30 AM 

That Man Is You (TMIY) has resumed on Thursday 
mornings. A Catholic scripture-based program for 
men which addresses the challenges men face in 
today’s culture. As we prepare for Lent, consider 

joining other men of all ages for our ‘Light of Men’ 
series with a particular focus on preparing our 

hearts for His Rising this Easter. It’s a great support 
network to help us stay accountable to our Lenten 
goals of prayer, fasting, and sacrifice. No advanced 

preparation is needed, and weekly attendance is 
not required—so you can join us anytime. 

Come on Thursday to the St. Francis Room. The 
doors open at 6 AM, and we begin at 6:30 AM—
be out the door by 7:30 AM. All are welcome!

NEW! JOY = CATHOLIC EDUCATION

In the Spirit •  Page 3 

TODAY’S READINGS BEGIN ON PAGE 661
IN THE CHORAL PRAISE HYMNAL
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See additional SMM ministries 
and organizations on page 9 

View our ‘Live Stream’ Masses, 
events, and full calendar online: 

stmarymagdalen.net  
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 NEW! KNIGHTS’ SUPER BOWL
BLOCK POOL FUNDRAISER

The SMM Knights’ Council is offering its annual Super Bowl Block 
Pool to maintain their continued support of charitable organizations, 

which include donations to area food pantries, Mother’s Home, 
the Coats for Kids program, and Seminary support. 

To participate, select your boxes by visiting smmknights.org.
Each box costs $25, and you have a chance to win at the end of 
each quarter of the game from $125 to $625. For the full details 

and the link to the block pool, go to smmknights.org 
and click on the ‘fundraisers’ tab. Thank you!

THIS WEEK! DESIGNER BINGO
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10  •  6:30 PM 

Join your friends for a fun evening!  
 Grab your friends and join us for an evening of Bingo featuring 

designer handbags and accessories. Doors open at 6:30 PM, and 
Bingo begins at 7 PM. Individual admission is $40, or tables of 

10 are $350. Bring your snacks and beverages. The event includes 
raffles, a 50/50 raffle, extra game rounds, and more! 

Proceeds benefit St. Mary Magdalen School. 
To reserve your seats and secure your payment, contact

Tiffany Paulino, by Wednesday, February 8, at tcarini@me.com.

NEW! SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
PRE-JORDAN CLASS DATES

Pre-Jordan Class is for first-time parents seeking the Sacrament of 
Baptism for their child in our parish. We have planned the following 

Sunday afternoon dates: February 26, March 19, and April 30, 
following the 11:30 AM Mass in the Gathering Room. 
For additional information, please get in touch with 
Stephanie Davey at stephaniepdavey@gmail.com. 



These are just some of the questions our parishioners 
ponder, and they are great questions! So, over the 

coming months, we will explore the most common 
things Catholics want to know about the Mass. 

In this multiple-part series, we will review the parts 
of the Mass each week as we prepare for Lent.

Genuflection
As we arrive and join together with Christ in his 

perfect offering to the Father, our first gesture at the 
church door is to bless ourselves with holy water. 
After we have recalled our Baptism by making the 
Sign of the Cross with water from the font, the next 

thing we do is look for a place to sit. Before we slide 
into the pew, if the Blessed Sacrament is present in 

the church’s sanctuary, we genuflect.

You will see the priest and servers genuflect at times 
during the Mass. When the Tabernacle with the 

Most Blessed Sacrament is present in the sanctuary 
of the church, the priest and servers genuflect when 

they approach the altar at the beginning of Mass 
and when they depart from it after the final blessing 
(Roman Missal, no. 274). The priest also genuflects at 
the altar after the consecrated host’s elevation, after 

the chalice’s elevation, and before receiving Holy 
Communion (GIRM, no. 274). The priest’s genuflec-
tion at these points in the Mass helps us recognize 

the incredible gift of Jesus present in the Most Holy 
Eucharist. Since during Mass, the focus is on the al-

tar, and you will notice that at other times during the 
Mass, the ministers bow as they cross the sanctuary.

Why do we Genuflect?
The simple answer is that we bow and touch our 
right knee to the floor to honor Jesus, who is truly 
present in the Tabernacle. The Catechism defines 

genuflection as “a reverence made by bending the 
knee, especially to express adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament”. By genuflecting or bowing deeply in a 

spirit of prayer and as a sign of adoration of the Lord, 
“we express our faith in the real presence of Christ 

under the species of bread and wine” (CCC, no. 1378). 

To honor the presence of Jesus Christ, all who pass 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament outside of 
Mass and when entering or leaving the church 

should genuflect. If genuflecting is physically tricky, 
then a bow is a reverent substitute.

Saying ‘Hello’ to Jesus
The next time you enter a church, allow your eyes 
to linger on the sanctuary, altar, and Tabernacle. 

In Catholic churches, a burning candle called a 
sanctuary lamp next to the Tabernacle indicates 
and honors the presence of Christ. Seeing the lit 
candle, we know that Jesus is present in the Holy 
Eucharist. It conveys the great honor He deserves. 

When we genuflect, we make an act of humility that 
acknowledges the greatness of God and confesses 

that Jesus Christ present in the Eucharist is God with 
us. Jesus Christ, who loves us perfectly, who died for 

our sins and rose in triumph—Jesus Christ is there 
before us! While it is true that when we genuflect, 

we honor Christ and profess our belief that 
he is present there, it is also a great honor for us, 

for in doing so, we remember that we are 
part of God’s beloved family. 

l
Reflection

Reflect on “Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11).”

Consider how God is calling you to express 
humility in your own life. What do you want to say to 
the Lord the next time you genuflect to greet him?

This Mass Series is compiled excerpts by Fr. Luke 
Spannigal for the Eucharistic Revival. 

To learn more, visit eucharisticrevival.org.

Why is the Mass so essential to Catholics? Why do we stand, sit, 
and kneel at specific times during the Mass? Where did the prayers 
we say at Mass originate? How could I pray more deeply at Mass? 

Do This in Remembrance of Me
The Mass—Part Two



Together, as a Parish Family, We:

Renew. Revive. Rejoice.
NEW! MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

‘GO FORTH’ WITH ARCHBISHOP PÉREZ
Join Archbishop Pérez in his mission to create a 

culture of missionary disciples in our Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia! Subscribe today to receive a weekly 

text from the Archbishop with one action you can 
take weekly to deepen your friendship with 

Jesus or grow in your mission to bring Jesus to 
others. The Archbishop will send the first text on 

Ash Wednesday, February 22, and continue weekly 
for one year. Two Ways to Subscribe! 

Use your phone to text the words ’goforth’ 
to the number 84576, or sign up online at 

phillydisciples.org/goforth.

 a
“Virtue demands courage, constant effort, 

and above all, help from above.”
— St. John Vianney

a

NEW! A DAY OF REFLECTION 
THURSDAY, MARCH 23

The Seniors’ Social Club invites all to attend 
‘A Day of Reflection’ on Thursday, March 23, at the 
I.H.M. Conference & Retreat Center at St. Aloysius 

Academy at 401 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue in Bryn Mawr. 
The presentor and speaker is Fr. Reuben Nuxoll, LC.

 Our day will begin at 9 AM with a continental 
breakfast followed by a reflection, Mass, lunch, 
and an afternoon session which closes by 2 PM. 

All are welcome. The cost per attendee is $45 (by 
check only). For a flyer or information, please get in 

touch with Bette Diedrich at 610-544-6295 
or e-mail at boopscor@aol.com. 

a
“We do not go to Holy Communion because 

we are good; we go to become good.” 
— St. John Bosco

a 

We are grateful for the many gifts shared by our dynamic Catholic community.

We are grateful to last year’s sponors: In memory of Edwina Amoroso (Math), 
Thomas Karl (ELA), Unico Village Foundation (Foreign Language),
In memory of Patrick Cotter (Religion), Michael & Brett Holloway (Science),
and In memory of Lucille Francesco (Music).

ACADEMIC GIFT & MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Consider a gift directed to a specific academic school subject such as Math, Science, Music, ELA, Art, 
Early Childhood, Foreign Language, or another program of choice any academic year. The gift can be 
made in honor of someone. 10% of the gift will be issued in the form of a scholarship to a graduating 
8th grader, and the balance will go to enhance the selected program or subject area. 

To discuss the ways to support Catholic Education at SMM, 
call 610.566-8821 x:126, or visit stmarymagdalenschool.net. 

IDEA #4ways to give 
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  Mass Intentions            

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4

8:30 AM – Joseph Mylotte    

4:30 PM – Ints. of Dr. David 
& Joanne Thomas 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5

7:30 AM – John Gregory McGovern    

9:30 AM – Philip J. Cavalcanto    

11:30 AM – Marita Donohue Fisher

5:30 PM – Ints. of Roberto LaRosa 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6

6:30 AM – Alphonse Edmundowicz  

8:30 AM – Marita Fisher

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7

6:30 AM – Theresa Halt  

8:30 AM – Theresa Calvert

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8 

6:30 AM – Betty Mulhern  

8:30 AM – Matthew R. Hallinan 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9

6:30 AM – Ints. of Shelly Zeller & family 

8:30 AM – Yolanda DiMaggio

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10

6:30 AM – Matthew Mullin

8:30 AM – Jennifer Vinci

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11

8:30 AM – Rose Martini   

4:30 PM – Hugh McCabe  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12

7:30 AM – Ints. of Fran Jackson     

9:30 AM – Florence Quercetti-Finelli     

11:30 AM –Deceased Members of
 of Knights of Columbus Council 19482   

5:30 PM – Scott and Dorothy McNeila              

FLOWERS

In memory of Alphonse Edmundowicz

BREAD & WINE

In memory of Jean Motsko

CANDLE

In memory of Marilyn Lemmerman

WE WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
Michael & Christy Rodia and family, Theresa & Matthew Guzek 

and family, and Dr. Monika Rydzewska
New family to our parish? Stop by or call the office to register. 

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of 

Marilyn Lemmerman, Alphonse Edmundowicz, Theresa Halt, 
Jean Motsko, 

those lost due to the war in Ukraine, those who lost a loved one, 
and the 4,000+ babies aborted daily.

A TIME TO HEAL
Please pray for our sick. 

Please contact our parish office if you or a loved one is ill. 

Kevin Boylan, Joe Cahill, Christine Cavaliere, Chuck Deegan, 
Joseph DeFabio, Maria DiMedio, Yvonne DiVario, John Dougherty, 

Rosemary Dougherty, Theresa D’Orazio, Eileen Dwyer, 
Katie Garwood,  Frances Iannucci, Frank Franco, Bob Gentile, 
Gregory Lewis, Leonard Lombardi, Joe Malloy, Floyd Marvin, 
Robin Marvin, Mary Jane McCloskey, Mary Theresa McDevitt, 

Al Mele, Dorothy Milliner, Marian Moran, Alan Okon, Carol Ortner, 
Bill Pace, John Pollera, Lynn Procopio, Patricia Rafferty, Jim Register, 

George G. Rodgers, Linda Romano, Daught Ryan, Peter Salemo, 
Angelina Scarpa, Brendan Shain, Rita Spinelli, Susan Sowa, 

Eleanor Tiongson, Mark Torregosa, Peter Triponi, Joann Trolio, 
John Vadino, Bill Virbitsky, Joanne Winchester, 

Roseann Yannacone, and Ernie Zappacosta.

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to our newly baptized! For baptismal information, call Ext.107.

Jewel Penelope Radel

What a great week! See more great Catholic Schools Week event
photos on our School’s Facebook page at facebook.com/smmmediapa.

ways to give 



NEW! ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS 
This month, we are helping a family of six from 
Chester with rent assistance. The father, unable 
to work after a stroke in October, ultimately lost 

his job. Their rent went unpaid for several months, 
resulting in an eviction notice. We met, prayed, and 

discussed their needs. Through your generosity, 
we settled their back rent, and they are grateful 

beyond words. Do you want to join us in our 
ministry to the poor in spirit? Call Paul Feuerstein 

at 610-529-1672 for more information.

NEW! RESPECT LIFE NEWS
A Pro-Life organization that genuinely merits support 
is the Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America (SBAPLA), 

founded in 2008. SBA Pro-Life America’s mission 
is to end abortion by electing national leaders and 
advocating for laws that save lives, with a special 

calling to promote pro-life women leaders. In 2022 
a record thirty-one new pro-life House members 
were elected. To learn more about their efforts 

and job openings, go to sbaprolife.org.

NEW! A LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR

JOIN US! MAN UP PHILLY
SATURDAY, MARCH 4

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
Be part of Man Up Philly, the area’s biggest spirituality 
conference for men. A day of energy and inspiration, 

which enables us to be better sons, fathers, and 
husbands by living our faith and leading our families 

by example. This one-day dynamic conference 
returns on March 4 at St. John Vianney Hall at 

Cardinal O’Hara High School. It strives to aid men to 
make Jesus Christ more present in their lives as they 

seek God’s grace to strengthen one another and grow 
in commitment to the Catholic faith. The day is full of 

great speakers, including Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
Archbishop Pérez, Jim Wahlberg, and Deacon James 
Mahoney, with a special appearance from Irish Tenor 

Mark Forrest. To register, visit manupphilly.com.

NEW! PRAISE & WORSHIP ADORATION
TEENS AND YOUNG ADULTS

 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 & FEBRUARY 28 
We invite all high school students and young adults 

to join us for the Rosary at 7:15 PM and stay 
for a special Adoration Hour from 8 to 9 PM 

on several Tuesdays of each month. The evening 
includes inspired music, scripture, adoration, 

and fellowship. Come, bring a few friends! 
As always, all ages are welcome. 

STEWARDSHIP & TITHING

 
  

*3 Weeks—Christmas fell on a Sunday.
We thank you for your giving spirit!

December 2022    $109,542*  
 Collection:        $21,100
 Mail-in:        $48,540
 EFT:        $39,902

December 2021           $131,848  
 Collection:       $29,886
 Mail-in:       $53,446
 EFT:       $48,516

Christmas & Flower Collection
2022: $133,027  2021: $122,077

Parish Stewardship Appeal
Parish:  $82,381 School:  $44,105
2021:   $87,780     $37,850

Page 8   •   Events & Tithing News

H.O.P.E. MINISTRY
Our teams bring meals to parishioners 

experiencing difficult times. Need H.O.P.E? 

Daniela DiCandilo
610-356-3624  •  danielad1@verizon.net



AA Meetings     267-934-3455 Thursdays at 7 PM in Rectory  Basement
Adoration Chapel Shelly Zeller  610-353-7739 shellsing2@aol.com 
Adult Choir Ralph Purri  610-566-8821 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Altar Servers Deacon Joseph  610-566-8821 deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net
Altar Society & Church Care Monica Grzeczkowski 610-891-9483 monicajmj@gmail.com
Baptismal Class (Pre-Jordan) Stephanie Davey    stephaniepdavey@gmail.com
Baptismal Sacrament Schedule Jean Scott  610-566-8821 jscott@stmarymagdalen.net
Bethesda Project Joanne Hinkle  610-246-4529 johinkle@verizon.net
Bereavement Ministry John Donohue  610-359-9394 jadd9394@aol.com
Centering Prayer Fran Poole  610-565-4090 fmpoole1@verizon.net
Charity Board Joshua Ortego  610-635-8407 abcjosh@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgy (CLOW) Carol Lachowicz    CLOW@stmarymagdalen.net
Children’s Choir Ralph Purri  610-566-8821 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Communion Calls & Annointings Parish Office  610-566-8821 jscott@stmarymagdalen.net
CYO Ministry Adam Saleski    CYO@stmarymagdalen.net
Elder Care Sevices Anita Morro, RN    amorro@stmarymagdalen.net
Extraordinary Ministers Joanne Hinkle  610-892-3998 johinkle@verizon.net
Greeters Ginny McHugh  610-361-5141 jmchugh123@verizon.net
Finance Committee Bill O’Shea  267-255-4281 billoshea617@gmail
Food Collection Susan Fromhold  610-356-3626 sfromholddcihn1@verizon.net
Flame of Love Regina Dougherty 610-565-0694 reginadoc@comcast.net
Funeral Planner Ralph Purri  610-566-8821 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Guitar Group Bernadette Ciavardini 610-353-1375 bernsing@yahoo.com  
Home & School Association Alexis Henderson    homeandschool@stmarymagdalen.net
H.O.P.E. Ministry Kelly Hassey  610-353-1750 kellyhassey@msn.com
Knights of Columbus Larry Donato    610-322-4397 donatol@comcast.net
Legion of Mary James Fawcett  610-565-5986 jamesfawcett400@verizon.net 
Lectors & Sacristans Deacon Joseph  609-868-9138 deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen net 
Little Church School Anne Fenerty  610-715-1930 afenerty@verizon.net
Malvern Retreat Ed Pazulski  215-806-4399  pazulskicarpet@comcast.net
Marriage Encounter Dennis & Lorraine Kinslow 610-742-7693 lkinslow@marykay.com
Men’s Bible Study Len Wroblewski  610-353-3647 lenwrob@outlook.com
Neocatechumenal Way John Brokars  610-696-5969 johnbrokars@yahoo.com
Pastoral Council Board  Joe Bodalski  484-432-0016 jb623623@yahoo.com
PREP Deacon Joseph  610-566-8821 deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen.net
RCIA Deacon James    deaconjames@stmarymagdalen.net
Religious Endowment Board Joseph Raspa  610-613-0294 lizraz@comcast.net
Respect Life John Duffin  610-565-5032 jduff1973@comcast.net
Ushers Carmen DiMichele 610-742-4696 cdimichele1@gmail.com
School Jennifer Roehrig        610-565-1822  jroehrig@stmarymagdalen.net
School Board Larry Donato    smmboard@stmarymagdalen.net
Social (Seniors) Club Paul Berenato  610-325-8810   pberenato35@outlook.com
St. Vincent de Paul Paul Feuerstein  610-529-1672 paulfeuerstein@comcast.net
That Man Is You John Gill   610-566-5053 johngill@comcast.net
Walking With Purpose Joanna Solomon    smmwwp21@gmail.com
Wedding Coordinator Gina Staiber  610-566-8821 weddings@stmarymagdalen.net
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